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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET ARMY

 CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 26935
 Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,
 Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, Khrushchev

 From BeijingReceived 20 hours 15 minutes
 16.11.1950

 EXTREMELY URGENT T

 To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin]

 At present the number of our troops operating in Korea has increased from 18
(eighteen) divisions of 6 (six) armies to 30 (thirty) divisions of 9 (nine) armies.
Moreover we have another 9 divisions of 3 armies in reserve. In connection with this,
transport is faced with very large tasks. With regard to automobiles, we have already
received agreement from the Government of the Soviet Union about delivery of 3,000
automobiles before December 15.

 It is necessary that we urgently resolve the question of gasoline and lubricant. I ask
you to confirm the delivery of gasoline and lubricant in the quantity indicated below:  

 1. New request: 10 thousand tons of gasoline, 2720 barrels (capacity of 53 gallons,
the same as below) of lubricating oil for diesel engines, transmission oil 220 barrels,
brake oil 110 barrels, yellow oil (Grease) 144 barrels.

 2. I ask you to ship the following oils on the oil quota agreed upon in the request
made by the Ministry of Trade of the Chinese People's Republic to the Ministry of
Foreign Trade of the USSR: gasoline 7000 tons, diesel lubricant 2380 barrels,
transmission oil 190 barrels, brake oil 95 barrels, yellow oil (Grease) 126 barrels.

 3. The total quantity of various oils (1 and 2), which we must acquire from the Soviet
Union: gasoline 17,000 tons, diesel lubricant 5100 barrels, transmission oil 410
barrels, brake oil 205 barrels, yellow oil (Grease) 270 barrels.

 I ask you to deliver the first half (50%) of the aforementioned gasoline and oil by the
end of December, and the second half (50%) by 20 January 1951.

 Will this be subject to regulations?

 We await your answer.

 With bolshevik greetings.

 ZHOU ENLAI

 No. 2917
 14/16.11.50


