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SAIIVICE EECELH
[ICCIA CCCE B HHF WiVWHA [I.©. C TOBAFMLEM MAC [I38-LYHOM
26 mapra 1954 r.

B coorBerTcTBUM C nopyyeHueM lleHTpa nocerun Mao [3o-
IyHa M0 BONPOCY COBeWaHua pyxosBoALsamux padorsduxoB KHF, KHLP
u Boernama B [JK KICC B cBiA3u c npelcrofueil heHeBckol xoHGe-
peHiuell 1 OLHOBLEeMEHHO cOOCWUN eMy COLeL¥aHUe MNUCbMa TOB.
CycnoBa. 3anuch GecelH N0 0GoMM 3TUM BONpocam NpOM3BELeHA
OTLENbHO .

[locne Toro, wax OHJU OOCYkLEHH BHEEYyKa3aHHHE BOMNP(IH,
A cobpancf yxomurb, HO Mao Lza-AyH monpocun salepkarbca U
cxasal, 4YTO OH xoTen OH nofecelOBaTb CO MHOW Kak paHbue,
no-ToBapuilecku, Kak 9TO OHNIO HepelKO B MOUM MTOWiHe NpUesiy:
B Hurau.

1. OH ckasan, uTO 3a BreMd NpelyBAHUA B XaHUX0y OTLOX-
HYJl HemJox0 UM uyBCcTByeT celfi xopouwo.llocnennue 35 AHelt oTIHXA
MHODO XOOWUJN o ropaM. "BO BpeMA MOero OTCYyTCTBUA, - CKazan
Mao [3s-OyH, - 3a rpaHuueidl cranyu pacrngOCTpaHATh HeOHJIUUH
o Moell cepbesHoff Cone3dHu, 4To A AKOOH Tskeno CONeH MO BepcUK
OLHUX - TyCepKyJle3OM, [0 Cl0BaM ALYTUX - Ce[LLeYHOil 60Ne3Hb.
llpm srom pacnOpOocTpaHAlU ClyX, UTO B cCilyuae Moed cMepTu Mo
noct saumer ['ao ['an. A A, kak BULUTe, BIOJHE 3LOLOB U MNOMU-
raTb He cobupaiwchb”

lporon®asa Mycnab, HAYaTy® B CBA3W C ylIoOMMHaHMeM [ao
l'ana, Mao [ss-ZyH ckasan, UTO AAMTEeNbHOEe BLEeMA UyBCTBOBANOCH
uTO B MALTUKU N BHE ee UTO-TO HelaluTcA.DbHIO Takoe omymeHHe,
CAOBHO NDOUCXOLMUT 3eMieTLACeHUEe, NOLuUUeM MOoA3eMHHE TOJUKU
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BOBHMKAKT TO TYyT, TO TaM, HO I'Jie H&XCLMTCA UEHTP - Henbad O
710 ckaszaThb. CCOOeHHO ACHO Taxoe [MOJIOKEHME ONpelesnsioch B
upse-uwne npownoro rona, korpa LUK KIK cossan coBewanue no
¢$1HAHCOBO-2KOHOMMUECEUM BonpocaM. C uwnd mo Jexabpb 1953 r.
CTaN0 elle cuibHee UJYBCTBOBATHCA, UTO B NAPTUU CYWECTBYKWT LB:
neHrpa, oamn - aro [K, a Lpyroit - HesuAuMHi, noAMoNbHHA.[loa-
3eMHHE TOJUYKM B NapTUM CTanyu uyBcTBOBATbcA elle Coliee 2aMeTH(
locne 24 Hexabpa /o6cy#leHue 3TOro Bomnpoca Ha llonurdopo/ cr¢
10 MHoTroe ficHee .Temepb MH B3HaeM, OTKyla »aTO MCXOAuno.0mHako.
BT0 He O3HauaeT, YTO 3eMIETpACEeHUEe He MOKEeT BO3HUKHYTb U B
LpyroM MecTe.

fhocHyBuMCh HEKOTOpPHX ReTanell rena [aoc lana, Mao [[ze-nLy:
coobmun, uro nocne ¢espanbckoro [Inenyma [K HKIIK B Teuenue 2-»>
Hellenb paboranu LBE KOMUCCUM, KOTODHE [MOMOIAM BHACHUTH MHO-
roe. OcoCGeHHo 3acnyXusaeT BHUMaHUA TOT PakT, uyro xak ['ac lat
rak u #ao liy-mu B mpomnoMm apecroBdBayMCcb.HeKOTOLHE MOMEHTH
3TOr0 NMepuola ux Guorpaduu padHbwe OHAM HEACHHMU, Telepb Xe
KO0e-4uTO BHACHUNOCH .B nuuHofi xusHu ['ao 'an ABNAeTCA IPA3HHM
yenOBeKOM. Y Hero COHJIO MHOIO MeHUWH, YacTb M3 HUX, KaK BHAC-
HUNOCh, ABIANMCH BpakleCHaMUM dlemedramu. lefiuac uyepes pas-
nuuHyge xadHanw [K nuraeTtcd BHACHUTH, He OHn nu l'ao lad cBAzar
c uMoepuanucramu. MHOro HEeHHOIr o Mmareruana, pazobrayvawmero
dedArenbnoctb ['ao I'ana, ZHanum ero 4-e cexperapd.

[locne Bosspamenud ['ao ['ana u3 MockBy, KyIa OH leTan B
cBA3U c fe nom bepua, - gpolonxan Mao Lss-pyH, - Tao lad
Hauanl JeficTBoBaTb OCOCEHHO aKTUBHO. [l0Ka3aTelbHHM ABJAE TCH
TOT ¢akKT, 4YTO, BEepHyBUUCHb #“3 MOCKBH, OH HUKOMY He I['OBO PUJI
0 Takux IAByx BaxsHefwux Bonpocax peuwenusa [K KICC, kax o Bpefe
nponaraHfiH KynibTa JAUHOCTM U O HeOOXOLMMOCTM KOJJAEKTUBHOIO
PyKOBOLCTBA NapTuUM. XapaKTepHHM ABNAeTCA TAKO# WTPUX: BEDHYE

uuce B3 MockBw, ['ao ['aH He moexan Jomoit, a cpasy HaNpaBUiCH
B "llekmH-orend", rfe XUAM TOrda NpMeXaBuUe B KOMAHIKPOBKY
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napr4iinee paCOTHUKA C MecT, U Hayal ux o0pabarTdaBaThb.

AnTunapruitnad rpynnuposka ['ao ['aHa u kao Liy-um B csoev
NOLDHBHOM LeAaTelbHOCTU uU30palla TaKyw TaKTUKYy: BHCKa3HBATHCSE
3a noliepxky bao [3s-mysa u Jm#b-bdo, HO GopoThCA B MepBYK
ouepenb nporus Jw liao-um u 3arem npoTus UYxoy ZSHb-nad. "lLe-
70 TyT, KOHeUHO, He B gamunmax, - samerun Mao lza-AyH, - a
B napruu, B ee eluHcTBe".

Ha moe 3amegaHue, 4TO 8T0 0OHuUHad TaKTWMKa QrLakKLUMOHEDOE
YTO OTKPHTO BumCTynaTb UM nporuB Mao [[3s-myHa He mon cuny,
Mao lizs-Lyn zasdBul, 4ro, MNpPUKPHBafACb ero uUMeHeM, QparuuoHe-
pPH OOMaHHBanl¥ MHOI'MX TOBApUUEe# M uyToO UMEHHO MoiLToMy OH /Mao
[ss-nyH/ nonxeH OHN CHCTPO U ACHO BHCKAzaThb CBOK TOUKy ~pe-
HUi, NOoKasaTb CBOW NO3UUUD, WHAUe "snuleMud ¢ra KUUOHHOK Gor
6y B nmapruu crana OH OHCTEO pacnpocrpanAaTbea"., Horla meno
[ao T'aHa packpunOCb, COJBWUHCTBO UNEHOB NapTUU IIPaBUIBHO
nouanyu meponpuArud [K, HO HEKOTOpHe MOI'YyT Ba8KOHHO YNPEKHYTH
LK B MemnurenbHocTu. B csasu ¢ srum Mao [3s-IyH, NonyuwyTs,
ckaszan craejlyomee: "Mao L3s-LyH npennoxus uabparb ['ao ['ana
B 4jgeHH [10nMT60pO, OH HA3HAUUN ero 3aMeCcTUTeNeM MpelcelaTe-
ns lleHTpanprOro npasurenbersa.lenepd ToBapumu OAOGLUAM BCe
meponpuATrua B oTHoweHuu ['ao ['aHa, HO rosopar, nouemy [K
npocMorpen. Mao ToBopuT, uTO, BUIAMUMO, [OTOMYy, UTO OHIA
cren, Torja ToBapumum CHNDOCAT, Kakx MoxeT Mao paGoTarb, eciu
oH ocnen. Ha aro Mao rosopur, 4ro Temepb OH npospen". [Ipu
sroM Mao LiBs-LyH sameTun, uTO OH celA CKBELHO UyBCTBOBAl
B KOHUe Npownoro rofa.UsHakoMieHue ¢ OOCBUHNATENbHHM 3aKINUE -
HueM npoxyparypd CCCk mo neny Eepua nomoramo LK KIK safitu
NpaBUNbHHN 0y Tb BHABICHUA AHTUNALTUAHON HedArenbdocTy ['ao
laga. B To BpeMd OH monospeBan I'ao [aHa B asnTumap TuitHO
DeATeNbHOCTU, HO IMOJHOCTbKW yBepeH He OHN U [I0STOMy HacTOpO-
BeHHO oTHocuncAd x ['ao 'aHy. Ha Moe 3ameuadume, 4To 5TO MOXKHC
CHNO [OHATH BO BLeMd Hameil BCTpeuu B XaHykoy, u6o Mao [3s-
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IyH, NpocA O3HAKOMUTb HekxoTopux unenoB [lonurlipo [K KK

¢ OOGBUHUTENbHHM 7aKN0UYeHueMm o Ieny bepus, He YNOMAHYN DU
’ sroMm ['ao ana, Mao Lss-nyH ckasan, uro Torka I[K eme Bcero
He 3Han, LyManu, UTO He HykHO OyleT cobupaTh [neHyM, HO
nocae pewwnd, 4ro BTO clenarb HeoOxoiumo. CH sameTun, UToO
renepb camouyscTBue y Hero /Mao llze-Ayna/ xopomee, M60 Bce
3T0 NOMOINO OBLOFOBATH 06craHoBKy. Cefiuac mocrymnaer LOIoON-
HuTenbHull Marepuanco ['ao ['aHe, BHACHAKWTCHE MHOI'Ue ZeTanu.
OfuuunanbHoro sakawuenud [K mo Zeny l'ao ['ana eme He clenan.
OxoHuaTenbHoe peueHue CylerT BuHe CeHO Ha clelyomen [lnenyue
LE HIK.

lipuBensa cnosa JieHuHa O TOM, YTO NapTUA, OUMLAACH OT
Bparos, ykKpelnieTcdA, A CKasal, 4TO B JaHHOM clyyae UAeT (1pO
necc ykKpenneHusaA kuralicxol xommapruu. Mao lLiss-LyH zameTun,
Ha ©TO, UTO He MCKJIKWUEeHa BO3MOKHOCTb MMOABIEHUA QpaKUAOHELOB
B KIIK u B manbyelwewm. :

B orTBeT Ha MOW peniaukKy O TOM, UTO eclIV eCThb Klacch,
ecTb U knaccoBad Gopbba, B TOM uucie ¥ B naptuu, Mao [3s-1y:
ckasal, 4YyTO KOTIa B NapTuM BHemHe KaKeTcdA BCe rJAalKo, 3TO
pme He O3HauaeT, UYTO BHYTPM Bce 61aromnolydyHo U Xopowo.

JaTeM, 3aMeTuB, uTo l'ao ['aH 6un B ApyxCGe c KoBanesuM,
Mao [[ze-pyH cnpocusn MeHA, BUIed AU 4 Nucemo KoBanesa TOB.
Cranusy . oTBEeTUN, UTO NUCbMA He BULEN, HO UTO TOB.CTanuH
pacckKasHBal Mie O HeM.

Mao l3s-myH ckasan, UTO B BTOM NUCbMe, KOTOLOe COXfpa-
HUJIOCb ¥ KOTOLOEe OH MOXeT (10Ka3aTb, MHe, BCe CHJIO MOLCKA aHC
Fao asoum.YcuosHOe colepKaHue MNucbMa CBOLUTCA K TOMy, UTO B
LUK HIK, xpome ['ao l'ana, HeT HM oJHOro xopouwero ToBapuma.Ho-
HeuyHo, ['ao ['an HarankuBan HopaneBa, korma OHHUX uleHoB [K
XaLakTepus3oBan XKak HacCTDOEHHHX INLO2MepUKAaHCKU, APYrUX - Kak
aHTuCOBeTCKU. TeNepb CTAHOBUTCA ACHHM, uTo y [ao ['aHa JaBHO
OHNU KaKye-TO HaMepeHUA.

Ha Bonpoc Mao [ise-ZyHa, rlie remepb paCoraet Kosanes,

e
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A ckasan, uro o KoBaneBe A cAHWAA KAk O Xele3HOLOPOXHUKe,
a Kax B [OJNWUTHKM OH nomaix - A He 3Haw, B Kurae o Own cay-
uallHHM uYenoBekoMm. Cefiuac on paboTaeT B OLHOM U3 XO3A{CTBEH-
HHX MuHucrepcTs. /llpucyrcreoBaBuuii Ha Cecele liu Yxs same-
TUJN, UTO OH, KakercHd, paGoTaeT - 3aM.MUHHCTDPA yLONbHOHA Mpo-
MHTJIEHHOCT U/, -
2. 3arewm Mao [i3s-AOyH pacckasan 00 opraiusauuu padorTH
B UK. CH coofmun, 4uTo cefiuac TekymuMmMu lLejraMyu caMm OH Majno 23a
Humaercda, a BellenMe MX NOpyuusN ocranbHuaM uyeHawm [lonurbiopo,
KOTOpHE B Mpolecce MOATOTOBKU Haulolee CyWeCTBEHHHX 0 PaKT K-
YeCKUX BONPOCOB COBETyWTCA C HUM,.JTO Helaercd AASA TOro,4ro-
64, C OLHO{l CTOPOHH, [OILHATb AKTUBHOCTb KaXKJOIO U3 UJNEHOB
LK, a c »npyroit, - uMeTh BOBMOKHOCT b CaMOMy BAHATbCA usyue-
HUeM U MOLT'OTOBKO} 60Jee BaXkHHX BONpPOCOB U NpolGneMm,UnHT
noxasan, YTo Takad opraHmsanud paboTH LaeT JAydmMe pe3ylbTarT
"3a nocnernHue 2-MecdAlla B XaHUXOy, - 3ameTun Mao Uss-nyn, -
A chenan ropasio Gonbme, Yem MOr OHW clenaTh 3Iechb, B [leku-
He, 3aHuMadcb Tekywumu genamu”. Mao Li3a-AyH ckasan, uTo 3a
8TO BLeMd OH COCTaamn’m%%%penaxruposan crellyomue LOKYMEHTH:
1) noknan o pab6ore LK KK, 2) peweHue despanbckoro llnesymMa
[K HIK o enudcrBe mapruu, 3) TeaucH YKoy OHb-nasds o JHene [ao
lada, 4) coobmeHue ANA NeuyaTH O ¢espanbekom Iaenyme [IK
KIK, 5) npoexr woncruryuuu KHF m Opyrue. 3a nocrnelHee BpeMs
npononxan Mao [ss-nyH, B LK cinoxuiachb MpakTUka, NpU KOTOPOH
cocraBneHHua?! Mao [lzo-AyHOM unu KaxkuM-1u60 IAPYyTUM UJie HOM
[lonuT6opO LOKyMeHT Mepelaercd IANA COBMECTHOrO OOCyXEIeHUA
. rpynne pyKoBOAAmMMX ToBapumeid umz LUK.Takoid MeTOL KOMNEKTUB-
HO paloTy JaeT XOpOdMe [e3ynbTaTd U BCTpeTun oLoCfpeHue
Bcex uneHoB [lonnrlopo.FeswMupyda cBow MaCAb 06 OpraHuzamuiu
pabory, TOoB.Mao las-AyH, cumesAcChb, cKasad: "B TeKymux nelax
Ha Ne[ByKW JAMHUKO OrHd ceilyac BHABUHYTH OoJiee MOJNOLHE UJe HH
[IK, a A2 Haxokycb Kak OH Ha BTOLO{ NMHUU.llolyuaeTcH kaxk Ha
BOftHe: ecau Bpar HNpPOPBeT MepBYW JMHUW, TO BCTynaeT B Coil
Bropad nugua". lipm raxoit opraHusayum Iena, - aameTusn Mao
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31 March 1954
No. 284

Top Secret Memorandum of Conversation between P. F. Yudin and [Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) Chairman] Cde. Mao Zedong, 26 March 1954[1]

In accordance with instructions from Moscow [Tsentr], | visited Mao Zedong on the
matter of bringing together leading figures in the CCP, Democratic People's Republic
of Korea [DPRK] and [the Democratic Republic of] Vietnam at the CPSU CC in
connection with the imminent Geneva Conference and simultaneously imparted to
him the content of Comrade [Mikhail] Suslov's letter. The memorandum of
conversation on both these questions has been produced separately.

After the conclusion of discussion on both the aforementioned questions, | was about
to leave, but Mao asked me to stay and said that he wanted to have a chat with me
as we used to do, as comrades, as we often did on my previous visits to China.

1.) He said that during his stay in Hangzhou he had managed to get a good rest and
felt well. In the last thirty-five days of his holiday he had walked in the mountains a
lot. "During my absence," said Mao Zedong, "they began to spread fabrications
abroad concerning my serious ill-health, that | was seriously ill from tuberculosis
according to one version, and that | had heart disease according to another. And they
were spreading rumors that in the event of my death, Gao Gang would take over my
position. But, as you see, | am in fine health and not about to die."

Continuing this train of thought, begun in connection with the aforementioned Gao
Gang, Mao said that for a long time it was felt that both within the party and outside
it something had not been right. There was a feeling as if an earthquake was taking
place, with tremors breaking out sometimes here, sometimes there, but it was
impossible to say where the epicenter was located. This became particularly evident
in June-July of last year, when the CCP CC convened a conference on financial and
economic matters. Then, from July to December of 1953, it became more strongly felt
that two centers existed within the party, one being the party's Central Committee,
but the other invisible and underground. The tremors began to be felt even more
strongly in the party. After 24 December, when this question was discussed in the
Politburo, many things became clearer. Now we know where this was all coming from.
However, that does not mean that an earthquake cannot occur in another place.

Elaborating some of the details of this "Gao Gang affair," Mao Zedong informed me
that after the February Plenum of the CCP CC, two commissions worked for two weeks
and managed to clarify a good deal. An especially noteworthy fact was that Gao Gang
and Rao Shushi had both been arrested in the past. Some parts of that period of their
biographies were previously unclear, but now this has become a little clearer. In his
personal life Gao Gang was a sordid individual. He had a lot of women, some of
whom, as had become clear, were hostile elements. Now, in a number of ways, the
CC was trying to establish whether Gao Gang was connected with imperialists. Much
valuable material exposing the activities of Gao Gang was provided by his
secretaries.

After Gao Gang's return from Moscow, where he had flown in connection with the
Beria affair, continued Mao Zedong, Gao became particularly active. An especially
revealing fact was that, having returned from Moscow, he talked to no one about the
two extremely important aspects of the decision of the CC of the CPSU, namely the
damage of the propaganda of the cult of personality and the necessity for collective
leadership of the party. Typical was this: having returned from Moscow Gao Gang did
not go home, but immediately headed for the Beijing Hotel, where party workers who
had come from the provinces on business were staying, and began to work on them.
The Gao Gang-Rao Shushi anti-party group adopted this tactic for its underground



activity: to avow support for Mao Zedong and Lin Biao, but struggling in the first
instance against Liu Shaoqi and then against Zhou Enlai. "But of course," Mao
remarked, "it's not a matter of names, but of the party and its unity." To my response
that this was the usual tactic of factionalists, that to act openly against Mao was
beyond their power, Mao replied that by hiding behind his name the factionalists had
deceived many comrades and that was precisely why he (Mao Zedong) must swiftly
and clearly state his point of view and show where he stood, otherwise "an epidemic
of factionalism would quickly spread inside the party."

When the Gao Gang affair was revealed, the majority of party members correctly
understood the actions of the CC, but some of them could fairly charge it with
sluggishness. In this connection Mao Zedong, half in jest, said, "Mao Zedong proposed
Gao Gang for membership in the Politburo, and he named him as deputy chairman of
the central government. Now the comrades are having to approve all sorts of
measures in relation to the Gao Gang affair, and they are asking why the CC
overlooked this matter. Mao replies that evidently it was because he was blind. Then
the comrades ask how Mao can work if he has gone blind - to which Mao replies that
he has now recovered his sight." In this regard, Mao noted that he felt poorly at the
end of last year. Knowing the verdict of the USSR procurator on the Beria affair
helped CCP CC in finding the right way to expose the anti-party activity of Gao Gang.
At that time he suspected Gao Gang of anti-party activity but was not absolutely sure,
and that is why he was guarded in his relations with him. To my remark that it was
understandable that at our meeting in Hangzhou that Mao, when asking to be allowed
to familiarize members of the Politburo with the verdict on Beria, did not refer to Gao
Gang, Mao Zedong said that at that time the CC still did not know everything. They
thought it would not be necessary to convene a plenum, but later they decided it was
necessary. He remarked that he [Mao] now feels better, since all this has helped to
produce a healthier situation. Now additional material on Gao Gang is coming to light
which clarifies many details. The final decision will be put to the next plenum of the
Central Committee. Drawing on the words of Lenin, that a party strengthens itself
when it cleanses itself of its enemies, | said that in the present circumstances the CCP
was going through a process of strengthening itself. Mao remarked that this did not
preclude the possibility of the appearance of "factionalists" in the future. In reply to
my rejoinder that if there are classes then there is class struggle, even within the
party, Mao Zedong said: when outwardly all seems well in the party, that does not
mean that in fact all is well inside the party.

Then, having remarked that Gao Gang was a friend of Kovalev, Mao asked me if | had
seen Kovalev's letter to Stalin. | replied that | had not seen the letter, but that
Comrade Stalin had told me about it. Mao Zedong said that in this letter, which had
been kept and which he could show to me, everything had been suggested by Gao
Gang. The basic content of the letter was that apart from Gao Gang himself, there
wasn't a single good comrade in the Central Committee. Of course, Gao Gang was
leading Kovalev when he characterized some members of the CC as pro-American in
inclination and the others as anti-Soviet. It is clear that Gao Gang has had intentions
of that sort for a long time.

In reply to Mao's question about where Kovalev was now working, | said that | had
heard he was a railwayman who had become involved in politics-I don't know. He was
an unimportant figure in China. (Mao's translator Shi Zhe, present at the
conversation, remarked that he thought he was working as deputy minister for the
coal industry).

2.) Then Mao Zedong told me about the organization of work in the CC. He informed
me that at present he is little occupied with current problems, but that [he] delegates
their handling to other members of the Politburo, who consult with him in the process
of preparing the most important decisions. This has been done so that, on the one
hand, it raises the activity of each member of the CC, and, on the other, to give
himself [Mao] the opportunity to study and prepare the most important decisions and



problems. Experience has shown that such an organization of work gives the best
results. "The last two months in Hangzhou," Mao commented, "I did quite a lot more
than | would have done if | had been preoccupied with current problems here in
Beijing." Mao Zedong said that in that time he had composed or edited the following
documents: (1.) A document about the work of the CCP CC; (2.) The decision of the
February Plenum of the CC concerning the unity of the party; (3.) Zhou Enlai's theses
on the Gao Gang affair; (4.) An announcement for the press regarding the February
Plenum of the CC; (5.) The draft constitution of the PRC [People's Republic of Chinal;
and other things. Recently, continued Mao, a practice in the CC was developed
whereby a document created by Mao or some other member of the Politburo might
be considered jointly by a group of leading comrades from the CC. This method of
working gives the best results and has met with the approval of members of the
Politburo. Continuing this reflection on organizational work Mao, laughing, said, "we
have put younger members of the CC into the front line of day-to-day work, while |
am as it were, in the second rank. It's like in war: if the enemy breaks through the
first line, then the second line steps forward to take up the fight."

[...]

[1] The document bears a blank RF Foreign Policy Archive stamp and the faded,
illegible signatures of two officials who read the document.



