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Summary:

Soviet envoy to the UN, G. Zhukov, reports to the Soviet leadership on his discussion
with US diplomat John McCloy. The US diplomat said that the US hoped the U2 spy plane
pictures taken the day before will show that the withdrawal of Soviet Missiles was
proceeding as agreed. Provided that progress was made on the issue of Cuba, further
cooperation between the two superpowers was possible, including an agreement on an
atmospheric test ban and on the militarization of the outer space.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

2 November 1962

 Yesterday, on 1 November (before dinner with A.I. Mikoyan), McCloy invited me to his
residence and said the following:  

 1. The Americans express their gratitude for the fact that the American plane making
aerial photos of Cuba today was not subjected to gunfire. The photos are still being
developed, but the Americans hope that they will confirm the correctness of the
statement made by the Soviet general in Cuba, to the effect that the missile
dismantling process has already been started.  

 2. McCloy offered a detailed account of how U Thant had informed him of his talks
with Castro (the account coincides with what U Thant told our delegation). He said
that he understood the difficulties arising from Castro's refusal of ground-based
inspections, and that now it was necessary to find new methods of monitoring that
would confirm that the dismantling and removal of the missiles had begun (in
McCloy's opinion, the best solution would be aerial photos along with a check on the
ships removing the cargoes from Cuba on the open sea. McCloy underscored that this
monitoring should be formal-- without inquiring into the details of the missiles, which
are secret).  

 3. McCloy spoke a lot about the future prospects of an American-Soviet collaboration
which would open up as a result of the settling of the Cuban crisis. In his view, it is
necessary in the first place to reach an agreement on the cessation of nuclear
testing, which would make a huge impression on public opinion. It would be good if
this agreement could be signed by Kennedy and Khrushchev. Such a meeting would
strengthen public faith that their personal contacts can be fruitful.  

 McCloy also believes it expedient to conclude an agreement concerning a
renunciation of the military use of outer space, and to sign a treaty on at least one
bilateral agreement concerning the colonizing of outer space (for example, the
launching of a Soviet-American rocket aimed at Venus).  

 McCloy also reiterated several ideas expressed earlier by Salinger and Thompson
(concerning in particular the issue of bases in Turkey--it may be possible, in his view,
to eliminate them in the course of "the first stage of disarmament"--by way of
"redistribution").   

 4. McCloy implied that he would play the role of an unofficial intermediary in the
preparation of a meeting between Kennedy and Khrushchev, which in his view could
take place within a few months, if resolutions of the issues enumerated above have
been completed by that time.  
  
5. McCloy asked us to pass on his warm greetings to N. S. Khrushchev and the
members of his family, from himself and his own family.
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