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Summary:

Excerpt from a talk with lon Gheorghe Maurer in which Zhou Enlai discusses the Soviet
Union’s role in Viethamese negotiations. Maurer was leading a Romanian Party and
government delegation to attend Ho Chi Minh's funeral in Hanoi. He made a stopover in
Beijing on September 7, 1969.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

...Premier Zhou [Enlai] expressed that, although we have different views, it is helpful
to exchange opinions. As to the Vietnam question, whether the DRV continues the
resistance war or conducts the Paris talks, it is the business of the Viethamese Party
themselves. When we exchange views with the Viethamese comrades, we primarily
discuss the conditions of the anti-American war in Vietham. We want to support them
and learn from their experience in carrying out the people's war. With regard to the
Paris talks, we have never intervened partly because the DRV makes decisions and
partly because the Soviet Union has intervened. [Because of the Soviet factor], We
are even more unwilling to intervene. We have not paid attention to the progress of
the talks. The Soviet Union is using the Vietnam issue, the Middle East issue, the West
Berlin issue, and the China issue as trump cards in its bargaining with the United
States. All these issues have been subordinated to their foreign policies. Their
international policies are nothing but the unity of the two superpowers to dominate
the world.



