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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Brezhnev: [...]         Now briefly on the situation in Iran and Afghanistan. - Tendencies
of a not particularly positive character have lately surfaced in Iran. The Islamic
leaders have begun to persecute the progressive forces. They ruthlessly suppress the
activities of national minorities. In addition, they try to blame us for the instigation of
activities.        Our initiatives with regard to the development of good neighborly
relations with Iran are currently not gaining any practical results in Tehran. We know
all that.        But we also understand something else: The Iranian Revolution has
undercut the military alliance between Iran and the USA. With respect to a number of
international problems, particularly with respect to the Middle East, Iran is now taking
anti-imperialist positions. Imperialism tries to regain its influence in the region. We
are trying to counter these efforts. We are patiently working with the current Iranian
leadership and moving them to develop cooperation on an equal and mutually
beneficial basis.        We have recently briefed you on the latest events in
Afghanistan. Supplementing this, I would like to say the following: We have given
Afghanistan more than a little economic support. We have sent our advisers there,
civilian as well as military, and have supplied them with significant amounts of
weapons and military equipment.        The situation in the country has improved. In
some provinces, however, military encounters continue with the hordes of rebels who
receive direct and indirect support from Pakistan and direct support from Iran, from
the USA, and from China. In addition, there are tensions within the Afghani
leadership. Our efforts were directed to contribute to the unity of the Afghani
leadership and not allow for divisions to happen. But Amin has taken advantage of
Taraki's indecisiveness and, as you know, eliminated him; he has achieved the
leadership. Amin did this even though he was held as Taraki's friend. You know that
Taraki had a stopover in Moscow on his way from Havana where the Conference of
the Non-Alignment Movement took place. I met him and advised him to take
measures to stabilize the situation in his country and among other things begin with
the work on a constitution and to keep up revolutionary lawfulness, etc. We now see
that Amin is implementing what I told Taraki.        Frankly, we are not pleased by all
of Amin's methods and actions. He is very power-driven. In the past he repeatedly
revealed disproportionate harshness. But with regard to his basic political platform,
he has decidedly confirmed to the course of further development of the Revolution, of
furthering cooperation with the Soviet Union and other countries of the Socialist
community.         It is a fact that many of Amin's followers and partisans are
honorable people who are faithful to the ideas of Marxism-Leninism and take a good
attitude towards us.        By taking into consideration the actual situation, we will
continue to support Afghanistan and give it a variety of support and help it in its fight
against foreign aggression and the domestic counterrevolution. [. . .][Source: SAPMO
(Berlin), DY30 JIV 2/201/1342; obtained and translated  from German by C.
Ostermann.]


