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Confidential 

Following the traditions established in the relationship between our parties, we would
like confidentially to inform you of the following.

At one time we sent you information on the deployment of a limited Soviet military
contingent in the territory of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. At the time we
informed you that this action was taken as a result of numerous requests by the
Afghan government in connection with a sharp increase in imperialist aggression,
primarily by the USA, as well as by China, using formations of Afghan
counterrevolutionary bandits who are entrenched in Pakistan and Iran.

Given the current situation the CC CPSU, taking into account the fact that the
interventionists have been dealt a serious blow and that with respect to this there is
no longer a need for the presence of the entire initial military contingent deployed in
Afghanistan, has deemed it expedient to withdraw several military units, the
presence of which is not critical at this time. This measure is being carried out with
the complete agreement of the Afghan government.

Of course, if the intervention directed against the progressive achievements of the
Afghan people, against independence and the territorial integrity of DRA continues, or
worse still, increases, then all necessary measures will be taken not only to
strengthen the Afghan armed forces, but also our military contingent in Afghanistan.

The withdrawal of several Soviet military units from Afghanistan rests on the fact that
Soviet Union will continue to render political, military and economic support to
Afghanistan, with the aim of maintaining the national independence and territorial
integrity of Afghanistan, buttressing the people's democratic regime and the
fundamental role of the People's Democratic Party.

We intend to use the withdrawal of several Soviet military units from Afghanistan in
order to secure from Pakistan and Iran the cessation of hostile activities against the
DRA and the smuggling of interventionists into Afghanistan from their territories. We
reckon that our friends will follow the same course.

[Source: SAPMO, Berlin, J IV 2/202, A. 575; obtained by V. Zubok.] 


