
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

October 2, 1980
Report by Soviet Defense Minister Ustinov to CPSU

CC on 'Foreign Interference' in Afghanistan

Citation:

"Report by Soviet Defense Minister Ustinov to CPSU CC on 'Foreign Interference' in
Afghanistan", October 2, 1980, Wilson Center Digital Archive, APRF, f. 3, op. 82, d. 177,
ll. 84-86; translated by Mark Kramer; first publication in Russian in Novaya i Noveishaya
Istoriia 3 (May-June) 1996, pp. 91-99 (document on 98-99), intro. by G.N. Sevastionov.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/111596

Summary:

Report by Soviet Defense Minister Ustinov to CPSU CC on "Foreign Interference" in
Afghanistan regarding the training of counterrevolutionaries by the US

Original Language:

Russian

Contents:

Translation - English

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Secret

CPSU CC
On Foreign Interference in the Internal Affairs of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan (DRA)

Following the victory of the revolution in Afghanistan, the USA and its allies in NATO,
as well as China, Pakistan, Iran, and several reactionary Arab countries, launched
subversive actions against the DRA, and these actions were greatly stepped up once
Soviet troops were sent into Afghanistan.

The USA and its allies are training, equipping, and sending into DRA territory armed
formations of the Afghan counterrevolution, the activity of which, thanks to help from
outside, has become the main factor destabilizing the situation in Afghanistan. The
most serious actions against the DRA are being launched from the territory of
Pakistan, where armed detachments of Afghan reactionaries are being trained at 42
sites. In total, over 60,000 rebels, including more than 50,000 who have been
infiltrated into DRA territory, have been trained in Pakistan in 1980 with help from
American, Chinese, Pakistani, and Egyptian instructors.

The Iranian leadership is openly supporting the Afghan reactionaries. There are 13
training camps on Iranian territory for the Afghan rebels. Some 5,000 people have
been trained at these sites, including nearly 3,000 who have been sent into
Afghanistan.

American instructors are taking an active part in the training of rebels on the territory
of Pakistan. These instructors have come mainly from the Washington-based
"International Police Academy" and the Texas-based school of subversion. In March
and April of this year alone, the USA sent 100 instructors through Karachi into the
regions of Pakistan bordering on the DRA. Some of these instructors directly
organized the operations of rebel units on the territory of Afghanistan.

The USA is providing shipments of weapons to the Afghan rebels mainly through third
countries (Egypt and Saudi Arabia). The direct supply of weapons to the Afghan
rebels in Pakistan is carried out via transport assets of the Pakistani ground and
border forces, and also through the national transport corporation.

The Carter administration is seeking to unite the Afghan counterrevolution, promising
its leaders that if they unite, they will receive unlimited help in the form of weapons
and money. The USA chief of mission in Pakistan, B. King, said this during a meeting
this past March with the secretary of Pakistan's defense ministry, Lieutenant-General
D. Khan. The USA consulates in Peshawar and Karachi are working to unite the
scattered groups of the Afghan counterrevolution. An "Afghan section" that has been
created in the USA consulate in Karachi is supervising rebel operations and providing
them with weapons and equipment.

The American authorities are also instigating actions by anti-Afghan emigre groups in
the United States itself. With the direct participation of the CIA, the "Association of
American Aid to Afghan Refugees," the "National Liberation Front of Afghanistan," the
"Unity Council," and the "Committee for Solidarity in Organizing the Liberation of
Afghanistan" have been set up in the USA. These organizations have been given the
task of coordinating the actions of anti-Afghan forces abroad and of providing
financial aid to armed detachments of the Afghan counterrevolution.

The American CIA has devised special recommendations "for the use of religious
movements and groups in the struggle against the spread of Communist influence."



In accordance with these recommendations, agents from the American special
services in Pakistan are carrying out vigorous work among the Pushtun and Beluga
tribes, provoking them to carry out anti-government acts in Afghanistan.

Foreign interference in the DRA's internal affairs, above all by the USA, is thwarting
efforts to normalize the situation in Afghanitan.

Reported for informational purposes. D. Ustinov
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