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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

The Cuban delegate, Garcia-Inchaustegui, met with U Thant on 26 October, at which
time U Thant entrusted him to deliver to Havana a message from him to Fidel Castro
(we are sending this as a separate telegram).  

 In the conversation with Garcia-Inchaustegui, U Thant, who had informed him of the
correspondence between U Thant and Comrade N.S. Khrushchev, and President
Kennedy as well, expressed his ideas for using Dorticos's proposal of 8 October in the
General Assembly as a way to achieve a lasting normalization of the Caribbean basin
situation. The Cuban reminded U Thant that Dorticos in his speech had emphasized
the extenuating circumstance that the USA had already declared that it did not intend
to attack Cuba, but that now it had broken their promise.  

 To this U Thant responded that for this reason it is necessary to specify what
guarantees should be made by the USA to assure that it will not take any antagonistic
actions against Cuba, and asked Garcia-Inchaustegui to explain the views of the
Cuban government on this matter.  

 2. The head of the Brazilian delegation, [Alfonso] Arinos [de Melo Franco], has
worked out a draft resolution on the de-nuclearization of Latin America and Africa
under the observation of a monitoring committee (we will send this as a separate
telegram). In a conversation with Garcia-Inchaustegui, Arinos expressed his view that
approving this resolution would allow Cuba to "avoid humiliation" if it is forced to
renounce the construction of missile bases.  

 According to Garcia-Inchaustegui, this draft resolution has received great currency
among the Latin American countries, and the delegates from the Latin American
contingents who met with U Thant this evening should discuss the draft with the
acting Secretary General.  

 Garcia-Inchaustegui told the Brazilian himself that, in his personal opinion, it would
be better that the issue of the elimination of all foreign military bases in Latin
America be brought up, since then such a formulation would include the base at
Guantanamo as well.
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