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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

In March 1952 before the arrival in Korea of a delegation of the International
Association of Democratic Jurists, the Minister of State Security of the USSR, Ignatiev
S.D., received a memorandum (to "Denisov") from Glukhov-former adviser of the
Ministry of State Security of the DPRK and Smirnov-former adviser of MVD [Ministry of
Internal Affairs] DPRK about the fact that with the help of the ambassador of the
USSR in the DPRK, Chief Military Adviser to the KPA Razuvaev V.N., two false regions
of infection were simulated for the purpose of accusing the Americans of using
bacteriological weapons in Korea and China. Two Koreans who had been sentenced to
death and were being held in a hut were infected. One of them was later poisoned.

Ignatiev did not report this memorandum, which had special political importance, to
anyone. As a result, the Soviet Union suffered real political damage in the
international arena. I discovered this document in the archive of the MGB USSR upon
receiving the matter at the beginning of April 1953.

I ask your decision regarding [the question of] investigating the circumstances of this
question and naming the guilty parties.

Beria


