
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

October 31, 1962
Telegram from Soviet Foreign Ministry to A.A.

Soboleva and A.F. Dobrynin at the Soviet Embassy
in Washington

Citation:

"Telegram from Soviet Foreign Ministry to A.A. Soboleva and A.F. Dobrynin at the Soviet
Embassy in Washington", October 31, 1962, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Archive of
Foreign Policy, Russian Federation (AVP RF), Moscow; copy obtained by NHK (Japanese
Television), provided to CWIHP, and on file at National Security Archive, Washington,
D.C.; translation by John Henriksen, Harvard University
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/112644

Summary:

The Foreign Ministry sends instructions to the embassy in Washington regarding the
actions of the Americans toward a Soviet ship and events outside the Soviet embassy in
Washington.
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1. On 28 October the Ministry sent to the USA embassy a note of protest from the
Soviet government to the American government concerning the flights around the
Soviet ship "Simferopol" by American planes on 24 October of this year, and also
concerning the cannon-fire during these flights.

On 31 October the embassy in a response note declares that no artillery shots at the
"Simferopol" or near it had been carried out, and that the command of the
"Simferopol" could have mistaken for gunfire the use by the plane's pilot of several
magnetic photo-illuminating cartridges.

2. On 30 October the embassy sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs a note of protest
concerning the "obvious inability or refusal of the Soviet powers responsible for
upholding the social order to take measures in recent days to defend the personnel
and the property of the embassy."1

The embassy raises the issue of the repair of or compensation for damages incurred
by embassy property and personnel, and also "expects appropriate measures to be
taken for averting a repetition of such cases." This has been conveyed for
informational purposes.

1. A reference to anti-U.S. protests held outside the embassy in Moscow during the
crisis.


