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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

We relay a telegram from Comrade Zhukov:

"On 31 October I met successively with [White House spokesman Pierre] Salinger,
Thompson, [Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs and Averell] Harriman,
and Lippmann. The welcome was decidedly cordial, and all communicated their warm
greetings to N.S. Khrushchev, and expressed gratitude for his wise actions that have
opened up the way toward a settlement of the Cuban problem.

At the same time all the participants emphasized the necessity of confirming as
quickly as possible, by way of inspection through any means (through the Red Cross,
neutral observers, or aerial photos), that the Soviet bases are being dismantled and
the missiles are being removed. They referred to the growing campaign of right-wing
figures who assert that "Kennedy has once again become the victim of Soviet
deception." This is especially dangerous for Kennedy on the eve of the national
elections. For this reason it is extremely urgent for him to receive any available
evidence that the agreement with N.S. Khrushchev has been carried out.

All participants said that settling the Cuban crisis would open the way to resolutions
of other emerging problems: a prohibition on nuclear testing, an agreement on the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, an agreement between NATO and the Warsaw
Pact members on a series of issues, and so on.

They still consider the prospect of a meeting between N.S. Khrushchev and Kennedy
to be a distant one, but they assert that it will become a necessity when the Cuban
problem is settled, and when appropriate preparations are made on the level of the
staff for guaranteeing that constructive decisions will be made.

I will relay details from New York.

Zhukov." 

1.XI.62 A. DOBRYNIN

[Source: AVP RF; copy obtained by NHK, provided to CWIHP, and on file at National
Security Archive, Washington, D.C.; translation by John Henriksen, Harvard
University.]


