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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

1 November 1962

It is necessary that you meet with [U.S. negotiator John J.] McCloy. Inform him that
you have delivered a report on the content of the conversation with him, as well as on
the statement that the government of the USA, in an expression of its goodwill, has
agreed that there be no monitoring of Soviet vessels bound for Cuba until the
International Red Cross is involved in such monitoring. In response to this, you have
been instructed by Moscow to inform McCloy that our view of this goodwill gesture is
a sympathetic one. It will allow the speedy arrival of Soviet ships into Cuban ports,
and will facilitate the removal of the dismantled installations from Cuba.

The question of whether to allow observers onto Cuban territory is, of course, an
issue that must be decided by Cuba, in its capacity as a sovereign state. The Cubans,
and only the Cubans, can make decisions on questions of that sort.

We would like, however, to reach an agreement with the Americans that will keep this
whole affair under control.

In the next few days, until 7 or 8 or at the very latest 10 November, we intend to load
the dismantled materials onto ships and remove them from Cuba. We have no
objections to disclosing photographs of the dismantled and disabled launch pads, as
well as of the loaded missiles, which the President and the government of the USA
have called offensive weaponry.

We also would have no objections to your ships being shown, at close distance, the
missiles loaded on the Soviet ships. 

But we think that there will scarcely be any doubts in your minds as to the certainty
that, once we have announced the dismantling of the military installations and the
removal of the missiles, we will carry out these actions within the period indicated by
us. 

I have been entrusted with the task of emphasizing that the Soviet party is trying to
settle this whole issue quickly on the basis of compromise, mutual concessions, and
on the conditions put forth in statements by the Chair of the Council of Ministers of
the USSR [Khrushchev] and by the President of the USA.

As far as the flights by American planes over Cuban territory are concerned, the
Cubans' categorical objections are fully understood and are believed to be justifiable,
since such flights represent a blatant violation of the sovereignty of the Republic of
Cuba. The Americans should take into account that such actions affect the national
feelings of the Cuban people, which can only complicate the settlement of the difficult
issues before us. The Americans would have acted reasonably if they had already
ceased this sort of flight, as they should have done given that the condition
expressed in the above-mentioned statements stipulating the dismantling of missile
installations has been fulfilled, and given that the 
dismantled materials are being brought together for loading onto ships.

In conclusion, tell McCloy that we expect the Americans to lift the quarantine
immediately and completely. 

AG

[Source: AVP RF; copy obtained by NHK, provided to CWIHP, and on file at National
Security Archive, Washington, D.C.; translation by John Henriksen, Harvard
University.]


