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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Telegram, Mao Zedong to CCP CC, 4 a.m., 3 January 1950

Central Committee:

My telegram of 11:00 p.m. yesterday must have reached you. Comrade [Zhou] Enlai's
trip to the Soviet Union must be officially approved at a meeting of the Government
Administration Council. The Council should also be informed that the main purposes
of Zhou's trip are as follows: to negotiate and sign a new Sino-Soviet Treaty of
Friendship and Alliance (in comparison to the old treaty, there will be some changes
concerning the status of Lushun [Port Arthur] and Dalian, although the details still
have to be negotiated; however, the defense against possible aggression of Japan
and its allies and the recognition of Outer Mongolia's independence will continue to
constitute the basic spirit of the new treaty); to negotiate and sign a credit
agreement (we have proposed the sum of $300 million, which will be provided over a
few years; the reason why we have not requested more is that [we believe] it better
for us to borrow less than to borrow more at present and for several years); and to
negotiate and sign a civil aviation agreement (it will benefit the development of our
own aviation industry) and a trade agreement (by defining the scope of the barter
trade with the Soviet Union, we will be in a more favorable position to determine the
orientation of our own production, as well as to conclude trade agreements with other
countries). In addition, you should gather all the members of the Government Council
now in Beijing for a briefing. At both meetings, you should point out that this move
[the signing of an alliance treaty with the Soviet Union] will place the People's
Republic in a more advantageous position in the world. It will press the capitalist
countries to come to our terms; it will be favorable for China to be recognized
unconditionally by various countries, and for the old treaties to be abolished and new
treaties to be signed; and it will deter the capitalist countries from taking reckless
actions.


