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Summary:

Vasili Mitrokhin describes the KGB handling of Vladimir Konstantinovich Bukovsky, native
of Bembei, Bashkir ASSR.  Bukovsky has been under investigation by the KGB since
1959, when he was still in the 10th grade in the Moscow Secondary School No. 59. As a
high school student, he authored a journal “Martyr” that contained negative comments
about the CPSU. In 1960, he established a youth organization that produced illegal
leaflets. Since then, Bukovsky engaged in a number of dissident events and was time
and time again warned by the KGB against participating in such activities. Bukovsky
continued and in 1963 Miss Stevens, an American citizen, passed to him a copy of a
book by Milovan Djilas entitled “The New Class.” Bukovsky proceeded to disseminate it.
On 1 June, 1963 criminal charges were pressed against Bukovsky following his arrest. It
was decided to enroll him at the psychiatric clinic, the custody was first granted to his
parents. Bukovsky continued his anti-Soviet activity and on 5 December 1965 joined
protests in defense of Siniavsky and Daniel. He was interned in a psychiatric clinic that
month. In the fall of 1966, Bukovsky, Daniel and Gubanov established a youth
organization called “Avangard.” In 1967, Bukovsky was arrested once again. At trial, he
spoke against Article 70 and 190 of the Constitution, stating they were ambivalent,
vague and exploited to persecute political opponents of the CPSU. In 1972, Bukovsky
was sentenced and sent to a labor camp. In 1976, he was exchanged for Corvalan, the
leader of the Communist Party of Chile.
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