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Summary:

Folder 78 concerns KGB operations against the Syrian embassy in Moscow in the early
1970’s.  It begins with brief biographical descriptions of the KGB agents and confidential
contacts involved in penetrating the embassy.  The Syrian Ambassador, Vhaya Jamil,
was targeted by female KGB agents and confidential contacts who were told to express
a romantic interest in him, while an official from the embassy’s military procurement
bureau was targeted by a KGB agent who enticed the official into engaging in foreign
currency speculation.  As a result of his actions, the official was expelled from the Soviet
Union.  

The KGB also used specially organized hunting trips on which agents and confidential
contacts developed relations with Ambassador Vhaya.  During one such hunting trip the
Ambassador revealed the Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, Nikolai V.
Podgorny would visit Egypt in January 1971 to sign a friendship agreement with Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat.  On a similar occasion on 12 September, 1973, Ambassador
Vhaya explained that the short term goal of Middle Eastern leaders was to debunk the
myth of Israeli invincibility, while the long term goal of destroying Israel, would have to
wait for 5-15 years.  

Finally, Ambassador Vhaya became one of the KGB’s confidential contacts on a KGB
organized hunting trip codenamed OPERATION T, which was personally approved by
KGB Chairman Yuri Andropov.  During the trip, a KGB agent was assigned to invite
Vhaya to what was purported to be his aunt’s dacha.  Subsequently the Ambassador was
considered to be a KGB confidential contact.  
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