
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

November 6, 1978
'IAEA Safeguards in Pakistan,' US Embassy Austria

cable 10102 to State Department

Citation:

"'IAEA Safeguards in Pakistan,' US Embassy Austria cable 10102 to State Department",
November 6, 1978, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Mandatory Declassification Review
request. Obtained and contributed by William Burr and included in NPIHP Research
Update #3. https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/112891

Summary:

Summary of conversation with IAEA official Davi Fischer. Fischer stated that Director
Eklund had not yet written to the Pakistani atomic energy commission. He also reported
a number of "troubling bits of information" on the situation in Pakistan.
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E.o. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PAHM, 1EC1i, IAEA, PK, PilllS 
S~BJECT~ lAEA SAFE~UAROS IN PAKISTAN 

REFERENCE: .STATE 279373 

1. SUMMARY: WHEN I CUNVEYEU tiU~STANCt UF REFTEL TO 
ASSISTANT D~ FISCHER, HE SAlD THAT IA~A ~AS SOMEWhAT 
toNCERNEO at SEVE~AL RECE~T PIECE~ UF INFOHMATION H~LATlN~ 
T0 PAKISTANI NUCLEAH ACTIVITI~S, T~AT· TU bEtiT OF HIS 
K~OWLEDGE EKLUNU HAD NOT RPT NOT YET ~R!TTE~ TO M~NlR 
KHAN, BUT THAT EKL~NU hAO SIGN~D LtTTER TO PAKISTANI 
REP IN VIENNA RtCALLlNG PAKISTANI OBLlGATIDN TO INFURM 
IAEA OF DESIGN, CONSTHUCTION OR OPEHAfION OF ANY 
REPROCESSING PLANT SINCE JUNE 1976. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH 
DISCUSS THI~ MATTER FURTHER WITH OG £KLUNu DUHING MlS 
WASHINGiON VISIT NOV~M~ER 8•9. ENO SUMM~RY. 

2. f lSCHER LISTER THE FOLLUW!Nli 11 Tf10Ut3LING SITS !.Jf 
INFU~MAT!UN 11 : 
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THE BNUTTa STATEMENT; 

B. AN OCTOdER 14 AFP REPORT STATING THAT PAKISTANI 
MINISTER OF S~IENCE ANO TECHNULOGY ASAD Ch~UDNY HAD SAiu 
TH-T PAKISTAN "TA~ES f IHST· PLAC~ lN THE LIST OF THOSE 
COUt~rnr~s 'ThAT ARE· lN A POSITION" TU MAK~ A b0M8; 11 ANU 
C9 P~E~S R~PORfS OF UK ACTION TO BLOCK EXPORT OF 
lNV£RTEr<S. 

3. FISCHER ALSO PA ON THE ~OLLUWlMG NFO , 
ASKING f .A . t)E HANOL.C.O WlTH i;Rt.ATEST OISl:RE:TION, AS 
Ii COULD ~ASl~Y BE TRAC~0 TO A SING~E AGENCY SOuHCE. 
A PAKISTANI tiCI~NTIST HAO SPENT TWELVE MONT~S AT TRANS• 
URANIUM AT ~A~L3RUHE, SIX MONTrlS AT IU~~X IN ITALY AN.U 
T~O W~EKS AT WAK lN GERMANY OVEN COU~SE Of LAST T~O 
YEARS. THE SAME SOURCE REPORTED THAT AN fR~ MISSION 
WHICH WENT TO PAKISTAN (PR~SUMA~LY LAST YEAR) TO TA~K 
ASOUT REPROCESSI~G MATTERS WAS OENifD ACCESS 10 CERTAIN 
AREAS UF TH~ PINSTECH PLANT. THJS ~AVE ThE FRG MISSION 
SOME CUNCEHN ANO THtY REPORTEU lT TU ~ONN. THE SAME 
MISSION ALSO SA~ LABORATORIES EQUIPPEU ~ITH HfAVY SHIELOING 
AND REMUTE CONTRO~ APPARATUS THAT WOULD PtRMIT HANDLING 
UP TO PLUTONIUM OX!uf- THE MIStiION FELT !HIS WAS P~O~AdLY 
ST. GOt3IN ELIUIPMENT. FilllALLY·, THIS SOURCC: REPORTED THAT 
TriE PAKISTANIS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO MA~E SOME CO~TACT WIT~ 
THE MASCHINE fA~RlK IN AUGSBURG, THE GERMAN 
REPROCESS!NG eQUIPMENT PRODUC~R~ 

4. FISCHER ALSO SAID, ·HOWEVER, ThAT HE HAD DISCUSS~D 
THE PAKISTANI SITUATION WITH BE~ANEK, "AN ABLE· 
CZECH" wHU HAO LUNG tjfEN THE [AfA INSPEC'fot~ FOR PAKISTAN 
BUT w~o HAO SINCE LEFT THE AGENCY. BERANfK SAIU TH~Ht 
HAO BEEN A 8HEAKOOWN IN THE MON.lTORING ~QuIPMENT (A 
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HE UIO NOT HPT NOT THINK, HU~~VER, THAT ThE PAKISfANIS 
HAD CAUSED TH~ ~REAKOOWN UR, INU~~o. Trl~T ThEY wEHE 
EVEN A"ARE UF IT, ~ERANEK'S O~lNIUN ~A~ THAT rhE · 
PAKISlAMIS' LEVtL OF T~CriNOLOGlCAL PROFlCI~NCY WAS NOT 
RPT NOT SUFFICIENT TO ACCOMPLISH ~IGNlFlCANT OIVEMSiDN. 

5. FISCHfR SAID THAT T~ESE REPORTS HAU GIV~N THE 
AGENCY. CONSlD~RABLE CONCERN AND ThAT TH~IH INSPECTOHS 
IN PAKI~TAN ~~Hf ASKEU TU BE PAHTICULARLY ALERT. Ht 
010 NOT RPT NOT KNOw OF ANY EKLUNU LETTtR TO ~UNlN KHAN, 
BuT SAID EKLUND WUULU NOHMALLY WAlT UNTlL HIS RETURN TO 
VIENNA BEFORE TAKl~G ACTION ON SUCH A MATTEk. FldCHEH 
NUT~O THAT ~KLU~D ON OCTOBER 20 HAO SENT A LETTER TO 
TrlE PAK!STANI HESREP TO THE IAEA HECA~LING THAT UND~R 
THE SAF~GUAHDS AGREtMfNT OF MARCH 197~ ~ETW~EN FRANCE, 
PAKISTAN AND THE IAEA ANY REPROCESSlNb FA~lLITY WHl~H 
USES THt SOLVENT EXTRACTION P~OCESS (UH SPECIFIED 
EQU I PMEi\IT FOR RE:. PROCESS I NG) WHICH I:; DES I GNt:.O, COt-ISTRLJCTED 
OR OPERATED IN PAKISTAN AFTER A GlV~N OAT~ (DETEHMINEU 
TO BE JUNE 21, 1976J IS SUBJECT TO AGENCY SAFEGUAHDS. 
TME LETTER TH£REFURE REQUESTS THAT THt AGENCY BE 

.INFORMEU WHcTH~R ANY SUCH HtPHOCE~SlNG PLANT QR EQUIP• 
MENT IS UNUER CUNSTHUCTION OR IN UPERATlON AT T~I~ TIME. 
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.••••••············~26950 ~o17~3Z /~0 
P '161647Z NOV 7tl 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
TO ~ECST~T~ WASHPC PRIORITY 8709 
INFO ANEMbASSY ISLAMA~AO 
WHITE HOUSE hASHDC 

S E C M ~ T S~CTIUN ~2 Of 02 vI~NNA 1~1~2 

NUOiS 

USIAEA 

A CUPY UF lHIS LETTtR WAS SENT ru THE FR~NGH MEMBER or 
Tri c: I A EA I:! a AR!) u F G l) v ER Na R 5 " 1'J Ll Ii p r N 0 RE pl. y .fi As y ET 
BEEN ~ECElV~~. FISCHER CAL~EU PAHTICULAH ATTENTIU~ TO 
THE FACT THAT TME AGREEMENT WITH PAKISTAN, UNLIKE MANY 
OTH~RS, PH0VI~ES lHAT ALL R~P~OCE~SING PLANTS IN OPtRA• 
TION AFTEH TH~ ~FFECTIVE DATE Of THt AGREEM~NT••NUT 
RPT NOT JUST THOSE U~31G~EO OR CONSTRUCTEu ~FTEH THAT 
DATE--A~E covcRcO BY IT. 

6~ FISCH~H rl[LL KEE~ US INFORMED OF.ANY ~UHThER 
DEVELOPMENT~. KIRK 

NOTE: NOT PASSED ISLAMABAD, _OR WHITE HOUSE BY OC/T. 

11/6/78 •. 
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