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French officials hope to avoid a confrontation with Pakistan and want to maintain
dialogue until it is clear whether Bhutto will be executed. French civil engineers are
working at the Chasma plant site and keeping the French government informed of the
situation.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Carnegie Corporation of New York (CCNY)

Original Language:

English

Contents:

Original Scan

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


UNCLASSIFIED R;< 
OUTGOING 

Department Of State TELEGRAM _ 
RELEASED IN FULL 

~AGE 01 STATE 295178 
ORTG!N Nl"IDS·~0 

/.
• t::" 

COPY · p;?, OF 15 COPIES 

OR~fTE~ RY S/AS:R KtLLEY 
APPROVF.D ~V S/AS:AMb SM!Th 
NEA:l'lR!; COON 
OES:~M~ P!r.KERING 
'T I D ; O,i:.t N V E 
S/S:JETt;ytlF.:N 

------------------~~1267 22~1222 /73 
O 22~1~4l WOV 78 ZFF6· 
F M SECS T f. T E WA S·H Ii C 
iQ A~EMpAS~Y PAH!S 1MME01ATE 

INFO ~MEl-IBAS~Y !SLAl>1ABAD IMMEDIATE 
VJA!i E Hbutfr. ifX98 

S E C P. E T SiATE 2~517B 

r 
E.o. 11652: XGDS 

TECH, ENRG, MNUC 

DECAPTIONED 

SUBJECT; PAKISTAN REPROCESS!~G PLANJ -1. ~u~r-.A.R,:t- ON MARGIN llF u.s.-FRENCH TAL.KS Qt-I !NFCE OUT• 
COME~ ANn NONPROLIFER~TI~N, JACDMET AND ~MBASSAOOR 
DE LABryULAVE MET ~!TH SMITH, NYE AND P!CKER!NG.NOVEMAER 17. 
JACOHET PEVlE~fD RECENT DEVELOPMENTS ·ON THE PAKISTAN RE• 
PROC~SSI~G PLANT, EMPHASIZING THAT THE w.s, SHOULD HAVE 
NO FURTHfH wo~~y ABOUT THE fQENCM CONTRACT ~ECAUSE FRANCE'S 
DECISION TO TERM!NPTE ALL COOPERATION WlTh PAKISTAN ON 
THE REPPnCESSING PLANT ~AS ABSOLUTELY FIRM. END SUMMARY. 
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2. JACOMEi SA!O THAT ~H~N AGA SHAH! ME1 w!TH GlSCARD 
ON NOVEMSE~ 3 !~ PAR!s, THE LETTER HE CONVEYED FRO~ 
GENERAL ZIA ME~ELY.EXPRESSED A "FIRM HOPE" THAT THE FRENCH 
DECISION 10 END COO~ERAT!ON UNDER THE REPROC~SS!NG PLANT 
CONTRACT WOULD ~01 HIN~E~ FRANCO•PAK!STANI COOPERATION IN 
OTHER FIELDS, THE LETTER WAS MERELY Two ?AG~S LONG, 
JACDMET SA!D, AND CONTAl~ED NOTHING OF A SUSSTANT!VE 
NATURE. 

3, AGA SHAH! DID NOT· RAISE THE co~PROCESSIN~ ALTERNATIVE 
AS 1~E FRENCH THOUGHT HE M!~HT~ HE DID ASK FO~ BlLATE~AL 
DlSCUSSlONS ON A PLUTONIUM STORAGE REGIME UNMER ARTIC~E 
XI! OF THE !Ac~ CHARTER, J~COMET AGREED ~!TH AGA SHAh! 

THAT FPENCM AND PARKlSTANI. EXPERTS COULD DISCUSS THIS 
WITH!N THE FRAMEWORK OF !NFCE, DURING THE MEETING W!TH 
GISCARD ~ND A SEPARATE MEETING W~TH DE GUIRINGAUD, THERE 
WAS ALSO D!SCUSSION OF PAKISTANIS O~SlRE TO PURCHASE 
MIRAGE PLANES AND FRENCH M!SSilES, 

•. JACOMET EMPHASIZED THAT THE FRENCH GDV~RNMENT DE• 
CISION TO END ALL FURTHER COOPER~TION UNDER THE REPROCESS• 
ING CONTRACT WAS F!RM. FRANCE STILL HOPED TO AVOID ~ 
CONFRONTATION WIT~ P~K!STAN AND THUS WAS CONTINUING TO 
MAlNTAlN A O!ALQGUE WITh THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT, AT 
lEi15T llNTIL f3HUTT0'5 FATE" WAS OE1ERMINEO, PAKISTAN AP­
PEARED TO UNDERSTAND .THE SlTUATlONJ AGA SHAh! IN.PARIS 
UND~RSTOOD BEST TACk f0R BOTH COUNTRIES WAS TO MAINTAIN 
THEIR· ~ESPECTIVE PDS!T!O~S. · (ON BHUTlO, JACOMET SAID 
DE GUIRlNGAUP WAS P~SSIM!STIC THAT BHUTTO WOULD SURVIVE, 
HE AOOEO T~AT rHERE WAS DNE VIEW T~AT IF BHUTTO WAS 
EXECUTED, THE PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT MIGHT DROP TH~ REPRO• 
CESS!NG P~ANi DISCUSSION~ ALTOGETHER.) 
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5. TWO FRENCH TEC~N!CIANS ~ERE STILL ~T THE PLANT S!7E 
BUT THf I~ WDRK INVOLVED THE CIVIL ENGINEERING ASPECTS OF 
CONSTRUCTION ANu NOT THE sENSliIVE TECHNOLOGY. ONE OF 
THESE MEN KEEPS THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT c~osE~Y INFORMED 
ON T~E SITUATION. f PANCE WILL SO~N INSTQUCT THE TECH~ 
NICIANS TO RETUR~ TO fRANCEf lT ~AV BE SEVERAL WEEKS 
YET BEFORE TH~V LEAVE. 

6. FRANCE HAS EVIDENCE ~AK!STAN WILLiRY TO COMPLETE 
THE ~L~NT WITHOUT FRENCH HELP• THIS ~!LL TAKE MUCH 
LONGER AND T~E SENSlTlVE TECHNOLOGY MAY PROVE DlFF!CULT 
AND PERHAPS lMPOSSlBLE FOR PAKISTAN TO DEVE~OP, 

7, COMMENT: SMITH QUESTIONED THE PURPOSE OF A PLU~ONIUM 
STORAGE STUDY !F, AS T~E U.S. AND FRE~CH HOPE, THERE WAS 
TO B':: NO PLLJ'fDNZlJM P~ODUCED IN PAK!S'TAN,. JACOMfi UNDER• 
SlOOD THE !NCONS!STE~cv, eUT SAID ME AGREED TO THE STUDY 
MERaLY T~ K~EP UP A n1~LOGUE WITH PAKISTAN. 
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