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AHQOPMANNRNA

3a pasrosopdare Mexay ap. Tomop EuBKOB — NBPBH

cexperap Ha IIK ma BKIl v npelnceaatTen Ha OspxaB-—

ausg chser na HP Bwarapua m Xedes aa-Acanm - re—

HepaleH cekpeTap Ha ApaGCKaTa COLHAaJHCTHIECKa

naprus Baac ¥ mpe3ugeHT Ha Capmiickara apa6cka
peny6auKa

Cnepn o6wudaiigaTa pa3MaiHa Ha BHIPOCH OTHOCHO 3npa-
BeTO ¥ CaMOYYBCTBHETO, JBaMaTa NapTHAHH H [BPXaBHH PBKO—
BOOAATEJNH 3acerHaxa HAKOM BBIPOCH Ha HKOHOMHYECKOTO MMOJIO—
XeHHe 'B ABeTe cTpaHH. [Ipyrapar Togop XKmBxoB 3amo3na Acaj
¢ MOCTUXEHHATA HA HamaTa cTpaHa B oTrjaeXJaHeTo, HpepaGoT-

KaTa M HM3HOCAa HA TWTwH. bAxa pasneﬂenn MHeHHA 34 HeHHTE

Ha pa3JHYHUTEe CTOKH, OTHOCHO KYIIOHHaTa CHCTEMA B CHpHﬂ

BBPXY HAKOM CTOKH, 3a pasnpeneleHHETO HA GEH3MHA y HaC
¥ Ip.

JIpaMaTa pLKOBOJWTENN Ce cHpAXa H HA B3aHMOOTHOMe—
HHATA MeXIy ABeTe cTpaHH. bemle KOHCTAaTHpPaHo, Y€ BPBIKHTE
mexay HPE m CAP ce pa3smBaT fAo6pe B MHTepeC Ha HalUTe [ABA

Hapoja.

Opyrapar XKABKOB ce CIOpPA HAa NONOXKEeHWEeTOo B ban3kuA
u3ToK. Tofi M3TBEKHA, Ye [eliCTBMATA HA HMIEpHANIH3IMa M Ha#-
sede wa CAIl B To3M palioOH Cca HAacoYeHM KBM HaHACAHe YyAap H
NIMKBUAHNpPAHEe HA apa6CKOTO HAUMOHAJIHOOCBOOGOAHTENHO [ABHXEHHE,
KBM JIUKBHAMpaHne HIH OTKJOHABAHEe Ha OPOIpeCHBHATE DPEeXHMH oT
TeXHHA IMBPT Ha pas3BuTHe. Te He NeCTAT YCHAHA, HHUTO CpPpelCTBA
H B TOBAa OTHONMEeHHMEe M3MOJ3YBAT BCHYKH BB3IMOXHocTHM. Ha mgyMu
Te ce OGABABAT 3a NPHATEJIH Ha apaGCKHTe HapoaW, a B JeHCT-

BHTEIHOCT LENAT TAXHoTOo HOBO 3apo6sane. [p. T. KuBKOB H3-
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TLKHA, Y€ HAKOH TaKa HapeiYeHH fIpOTPECHBHA PEXAMHU Ce& ONHT-
BaT Aa 3aMrpasaT ¥ JAaBaT AeBHACHTH Ha CAll ¥ KanHTAJAHCTH—

JeCKUTE CTPAaHH.

OpyrapaT Knpkos HM3THKHA, 9e¢ HAmMaTa cTpaHa cjiejBa
NpHHOUNHEA MONHTHKA, N0 OTHOMEHHE HA Cupuf, apaGCKHTe CTpaHH
B Kpu3aTa B BIH3KHA H3TOK, KOATO HE C€ BANfAe OT KOHNHKTYPHH
nonoxenus., Ta e 3a.H$HHOT0'H3TePHHHB Ha M3paejCKHTe BOHCKH
OT OKYUHpaHATe apa6CKH TepHTOPHH H BH3CTAHOBABAHE HA 3aKOH—

HUTEe HaUHMOHAJHH IpaBa HA MANEeCTHHCKHA rapon.

Opyrapar Knskos ysefoMm Acaja, de IpK NOCHEAHOTO

pmocemenuHe cbc CamaT € BOANI Hanb/AHO OTKDPOBEH pa3roBop C

Hero o BCHYKY BBIPOCH, BKJINYUTESHO M BBMpoOCa 34 650emoTO
paspuTHe Ha Erumier (mo xamuTaIMCTHISCKH HJIM HEKannuTajJHCTH—
YeCKH HET), OO eruneTCKo—aMepHKaHCKATEe OTHONEHHA. Cnopen#,
ye ToOii e ocTaHal c BledaTiaenue, d9e B Erumer WMa CHIH,
KOMTO OKa3BaT CHJeH HaTHCK BBpXy Cajmar 3a pery/iaHpaHe Ha
ornomenmaTa cbc CCCP. Camar e NPUCTHTHATX B HP Brarapus

Aa THPCH NOCpPEeJHAYECTBO B nogo6GpABaHe Ha OTHOMEHNATA CBC
CpBeTCKHA chr3. Toil Ao6pe 3Haesn 3a CBOECTBYBAMHTE no6pu
Bpe3ku Mexgy HPB m CCCP m 3a JATIHOTO MPHATEJCTBO Ha

gp. KuskoB ¢ Ap. bpexHes M € NMOMOJHI pa3rosopa Aa 6bae
npeJazed Ha Ap. Bpexmes. [Apyrapdar K¥BKOB 3afBH, de J06po-
chbBeCTHO, Ge3 W3MEeHeHHe M BHYNEeHHe 3a H3BOIM & npenan

Ha [p. BpexXHeB CBOA Pa3roBop ChHC €anar. 3a [a HAMa TMO—-KOH—
KpeTHH BIeYaTAeHHA OT BBIPOCHTEe, MO KOHUTO € BOJEH pa3ro-
Bopa csc Cagar B Cofpua, ap. KuBKOB mapeau Acaa fAa 6bae
3aI03HAT C OCHOBHHTE MOMEHTH OT pa3rosopa, KaTo ce H3MOA~

3yBa 3anuckKara.
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Toli 3aABHW, Ye HA THpXecTBara mno ciaydain 30-rogwm—
HHHATA OT COIMajMCTHIeCKATa peBOMwIHA B briarapusa ermmercka-
Ta CTpaHa € H3NpaTHja BHCOKOOTTOBODHA Jederaini - 6bAemus
MHHECTHLD-NpencexaTen a—p A6ayn As3u3 Xera3w M WHPBHA CeKpe-
rap Ha ACC a-p Xades I'ameMm. fBHO e€runmeTckKoT0 PBHKOBOACTBO
e 09aKBajJo Ja YCTAHOBH BPH3KH ¢ Ap. BpexHes Ha Hamudd Ipa3-
unk. Hopaa®w mpeyMopa Ap. Dpexnes He € NPHCTHrHajlX M 3aTOBa
erANTAHHTE NOHCKaNH cpema ¢ Ap. lloaropHH, PBKOBOJAWUTEN HA
neneraunara Ha CnBeTckMf c¢bw3. Pa3rosopsT Mexay TAX € MOpo-
ABIXUA HAKDAKO 9aca. [pyrapat NoAropHEH 3afBHX, 4e Te ca
6uAH oTKpoBeHH. Ermmerckara cTpaHa o6ade B CBOATa mpeca
e cpofmmiaa nmoapo6Ho, 9e ca 6nnﬁ pa3rijielaHn BBIPOCHTE 33
noao6paBane orHomeHHiTa Mexay CCCP wm Ermmer H.T.H.

dpyrapatr XusxoB 3afaBH Ha Acaj, ie JOKONKOTO ToH e
B TedeHHe oT Ap. Bpexuer, Mexay Cumpua H CEBETCKHA CBH3 HA-
Ma mpo6/eMH. CLBEeTCKHAT CBHl03 € BB3CTAHOBHA 3ary6eHoTo HO
BpeMe Ha OKTOMBpDHHCKATa BOHHA OPBXHE H € JaJj aXe MHOTO
noseve. EOWHCTBeHHTEe pa3jHdInAa OHAM OKOJO BBIpoca 3a pake-
THTe "3emMa~-3eMA", KOoHTO CHEBETCKHAT CBHH3 He GHJI JOCTABKI

Ha Cupud.

Or csoA cTpama npe3uaeHTHT Acajg 3aasM, ve CAN wu
3anaJHATe KAalHTadHCTHYECKH CTpaHM Cca NOCTHTHAJH H3IBECTHH
ycmexu B 3a3JpaBfBaHe NO3MIHHTE CH B apa6CKHA CBAT. 3a
ToBa ToNAMa TOMOL MM OKa3Baja M apafckarta peakimsa. [lmano-
BeTe Ha CheJUHEHHTE WMATH OHAH [qa H30JMpaT HanmeaHO CHBET-
CKHf CHH3 OT pa3pemaBaHe Ha BBHIPOCHTEe B BaAU3KUA HITOK H B
ToBa HampaBJeHHe MOXKBHam# AocTa ycnexu, Eauncrseno Cupus
ce MpOTHBONOCTaBMJIa HAa AMEPHKAHCKKTEe IIJIAaHOBE B apa6CKud
A3TOK H 3aTpPyAHMIA TAXHOTO M3MbiHeHHe. Che cBoATa TBBpPAA
MO3MIHA TH e MpPUHYAHNa, BbOpekH pHcka, CAIl n1a HampaBAT
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OTCTHENKH. 3aaBuau, 9e¢ 6e3 CCCP He MoXe pa 6Bae pa3pelleH
B8BIIpOCa W C TOBa NpHAYAUNH KACHHAXED Aa THPCH cpema ¢

op. poMuxo B [aMacK H HeTOoBoTO IocpegHuyecTBo. CupHa mpod-
BHJa HEOTCTHIIYKBOCT H HakKapaaa Kucmuaxbp 33 AHM Aa OGMKAdA
Baumaxkua M3TOK, 3a Ja ce IMOCTHTHe pa3jialevaBaHe Ha BOHCKHTe
Ha cHpuicko-uM3paeackua QponT. CAll ca moenn HAKAKDHB AHTraXH—
MEHT M He MOTJM [a ce H3TerJaAT 6e3 jAa nocTur"at Hemo. ACan
BOAMA Pa3ToBOPH ¢ KMcHHAXLp B npoabaxenye Ha 130 waca,
JOKATO ce CTHTHe O0 CIOpPa3yYMeHHeTo.

Ta3u cHPHMiCKA HEOTCTEHRIYHBOCT TpeAH3IBHKANA CHIHATA
aMepHKaHcKa omMpasa. Cera MMaZo HacOYeHH JeHCTBMA cpeiuy
Cupna. B pasroeoprTe ¢ KHHHCAXED ONe €JRAH IHT GUI0 NMOTBBP—
neno, 9e¢ Cupuda me BHPBH HO0 M36paHHA OT ° HeA NET H We cael-
Ba CBOATA H36paHa BBTpemna H BBHHMHEA Juuud. 3a CAIl cranano
AcHO, 9e CHpPHA 3a TAX e eJHHCTBEHATA CEpHO3HA NpedKa B
palfioHa ¥ me ce ONHTAT Aa H HaHecaT yAap, BKAWIHTEJIHO 3a
cBaJiAHE Ha pPexnMa.

Hipaen ce moAroTBAa 3a BoeHuaHn OeHcrTsHA. Iloaydasan
or CAIl MHOoro oppxue M BeYe INOAYYH]I MHOT0 IoBeYe, OTKOJKOTO
Cupua ot CwmBerTckua cBw3. lIHORHUCTKaTa nponaranja, 3a Ja
onpaBae BHEOpPLXaBanero Ha M3paenm u 3a Ja 3a6JayAH CBETOB—
HOTO o6meCcTBEHO MHeHHe NOCTOAHHC NHMeJa 3a BHOPBLKABAHETO
Ha CHpHA, BKIAWYHTENHO W 3a NpHTEXaBaHeTo Ha pakeTH "JeMi-
aemMa”". Tora He 6Mn0 gyanHo, THH kKato Hapaen ce rorsen 3a

IpeBaHTHBEH yiap.

_ Acap 3assm, ve Cupua JEeHCTBMUTEJNHO e TOTydIHia OpPBEHE
- oT CpBEeTCKHA CBHW3 B KOJAMYECTBA, KOHTO Cca BE3CTAHOBHIH
H3Iry6eHoTo Ipe3 OKTOMBpHACKATa BOWHA H MaJKo noseue. 06age
HOBO OpBXHEe He GHAH noayduan. HiakjiwdyeHue mpaBenH caMONeTH-
te MHUI-23. Toi#i 3aaBm, 9e He pasz6upa 3amo CHBETCKHA CBHH3
0TKa3Ba Ja My nOpeJocTaBM pakeTH "3deMa-zeMma". C TakusBa pa-
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KeTH GHX cHabJer ETHNeT W Bede erumeTcKH CNenHaNucTH Gopa—
Beau ¢ TaAX. ToH HM3NpPaTHI HAKOJKO CHPMACKH OQHuIEepH, KOHTO
ce ofy4YaBaJgd Ha Te3u paxeru. Ha CHpua Te3M pakeTwm 6HIn
Heo6X0OHMH, KaTo BEB3IIHpama CHJIa Cpemy eBeHTYAJHH H3paelCKH
HanageHHA Ccpelly CHDMACKH rpajgose np¥ BH3HHKBaHe Ha BOEHHH
peicTenn. [Jexmapupa, 49e Te NbPBH HAMA Ja T'HM U3NOJA3YBAT
cpemy Hapaejckum rpagose. Ciex katro Hapaes smaen, 4ue Cupud
TH NMpHTexXaBa MAJX Ja Ce BB3IABPXa oT G60MGAPIHPOBKM HA nace-
JeH® nyHKToBe. ChnmpaliKH ce Ha BBOpBXeHHeTo Ha CHpHiicKaTa
apMua Acang cduTa, 4€ TO € JOCTATHYHO IIPH MOJOXEHHEe, 4Ye
Bofina ¢ H3paen soaaT Cupma u Ermmer 3aeano. Axo Cupua 6mna
IpHAYJEeHA caMa Ja BOJAH BOEeHHM JelcTBHA ¢ H3paen OopBRHETO
6UI0 HegocTaTbd9HO. Te HCKaIH MO-TOAAMO KOJNIECTBO H NO-
HOBO OpBXMe, 3a ja MoraT xa offydaT 4JacTHTe aa 60paBAT C
Hero. AKO TOBa OpPBEKHE Ce MOAYYH ﬁ0 BpeMe HA €BeHTYAJHH
BOCHHH OeHcTBHA, TO IMAJA0 Oa Ce H3MoaA3yBa HEeePEKTHBHO 10—
pajpyu He3zHaHMe. Acaa moMoau apyrapsa KWBKoB HNpPH eBeHTYaaHa
cpema ¢ Ap. BpexHeB ga My npejajde HerosaTa Moia6a OTHOCHO
paKkeTHTe M OopbpXHeTo. ToH HOTBHpAM, Y€ CHC CBOHTe NEHCTBHA
npe3 OKToMBpHiicKaTa BoHHA CHpHiAcCKaTa apMMi € H3JHIHalIa
ABTOPHTETA HA CHBETCKOTO OpBXHEe HA roaaMa BucoTa. [loxaTo
no-pano 3/4 oT apa6HTe CYMTAJH, Y€ CHBETCKOTO OPEHXHE HE €
HA pABUHOETO HA aMepHKaHCKOTO, TO cera MHEeHMEeTO B apabCKHA
CBAT 6MI0 KOpPEHHO NMPOMEHEeHO B T0/JA3a Ha CHBETCKOTO OpPLXHE.
IIpy nociepHaTa cu cpema ¢ Ap. BpexHes, Acaa NocTaBWJ rop-
HHTe BBIpocH. [pyrapar bpexnes My kKazajx, 4Ye Te me ﬁasrﬂe—
JgaT BBOpoca. Acana ciaej BpeMe'noanfﬂaﬂ OTHOBO Bmﬂpocé npe/
CHBETCKHA IOCJAAHHK, HO MY GHIO OTroBOpeHO, Y€ BBOPOCHT Ce

npoydsa.
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Opyrapar KuBKoB o6ema Ha Npe3uWAeHTa Acan, 4Ye NpH
cpema ¢ Op. BpexHeB ¢ KOroT0 OTHONEHHATa MYy Ca [gPYTrapCKu
H NpHATEJICKH, Me Nnpegane HeroBaTa uonﬁa. To#t noguepra, 49e
ChBETCKMAT CHHW3 M COUHAJHUCTHYECKHTE CTpPaHHM HAMa [Aa Jomyc-—
gaT aa 65hae pasrpomena Cupusa ¥ ga 6BJe 3anjalieH pexXuMa
B CHpMA ¥ HexKa npe3ugeHTa Acan 6BAe crnoxkoen. Cera mojoxe-
HHETO € CHLBCeM ApYro M ce pa3jjHuasa oT ToBa, KoeTo e GHIO
no—paHo. [JpyrapaT XuBKoB 3afBM, Ye HHe CYHTaMe Cﬁpna, HeH-
HHA CTpoii W NWYHO NMpe3uMJeHTa Acad 3a HaH-GNIM3KH, 3a Ha#—
NpHATENCKH M HAH-TIPOTPECHWBHHM H apa6ckuAa H3TOK. ConmamnctTu-

yeckKaTa OONMHOCT € TBHPAO HA THAXHA CTpaHa.

IIpe3sngenTstT Acax 3afsBH, 9¢ Te HEe ce CTpaxysar,
ye CHpHA € roToBa [a Ce NPOTHBOIOCTABH M Ja BOKBA cpeuy
Hipaen, CreguHenuTe MATH M HMIEpHaqu3Ma 3a mno6ejara Ha
cupaBeAnuRoTo pedo. [JyXbT Ha CHPHACKHTE BBODBKEHH CHIM

H CHpPHHACKHA HapoJ OHJIH BHCOKH.

Ilo BpeMe Ha pasrosopa Mexgy Ap. XKmsxos H Acan 6axa
pasmenenn MHEHWd N[0 KHI'BPCKHA BBIOpoc. Bemle mMOTBHPAEHO 06—
mOTO CTAHOBHmEe, 49€¢ CHOMTHATA TaM ca GHIH AMDHXHPAHH OT
CAIl ¥ HATO, 3a nma MoraT Ja npesbpHaT KHINBpD BHB BOEHHA
6a3za, HacoYeHa Cpemy COIHMAalIHCTHYECKHTe H apa6CcKuTe CTDaHH.
Beme H3pa3eHo Oo6MOTO MHeHMe, 4Ye KHNBLDPCKHAT BBIpOC TpAGBa
oa 6bAe pa3pemeH CBHC 3ala3BaHeTo Ha HANOCTEH, He3aBHCHM,

neMokpaTuued KHOBp.

cenTeMBpH 1974 r.
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Memorandum of Conversation between Todor Zhivkov and Hafez Al Assad, 30
September 1974

Memorandum of conversation between Todor Zhivkov, CC BCP First Secretary and
chairman of the State council of People's Republic of Bulgaria, and Hafez Al-Assad ,
Secretary General of the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party[1] and President of the Syrian
Arab Republic.

After the usual greetings and casual exchange, the two state and party leaders
discussed the economic situation in both countries. Comrade Todor Zhivkov
presented to Assad the achievements of our country in cultivation, manufacturing
and export of tobacco. The leaders exchanged views on the prices of certain
commodities, the state centralized distribution system in Syria, the oil distribution in
our country, etc.

The two leaders also exchanged views on the bilateral relations. They concluded that
the relations between PR of Bulgaria and Syrian Arab Republic are moving in a
positive direction to the benefit of the two nations.

Comrade Zhivkov presented his views on the situation in the Middle East. He pointed
out that the policy of the imperialist countries, and the USA in particular, is directed
toward weakening of the Arab national liberation movement and distracting
progressive regimes away from their way of development. For this goal, the
imperialists are not sparing efforts and financial resources, and will use all possible
means. Pretending to be friends to the Arab countries, they are trying to re-colonize
them. Comrade Todor Zhivkov pointed out that some of the so-called “progressive
regimes” are flirting with and giving concessions to the US and the other capitalist
countries.

Comrade Todor Zhivkov emphasized that our policy toward Syria, the Arab states,
and the conflict in the Middle East is high-principled and not opportunistic. We insist
on complete withdrawal of the Israeli troops from the occupied territories and for
restoration of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people.

Comrade Zhivkov informed Assad about his recent visit to Egypt and pointed out that
he had a frank discussion with [Anwar] Sadat on all problems, including the
Egyptian-American relations and whether Egypt should develop under socialism or
capitalism. He expressed his observation that there are influential circles in Egypt
that exercise strong pressure for changing the relations with the Soviet Union. Sadat
came to Sofia to ask for Bulgarian mediation for improving Egyptian-Soviet bilateral
relations. He was well aware of the close relations between PR of Bulgaria and USSR,
as well as of the friendship between comrade Zhivkov and comrade Brezhnev. He
even suggested comrade Brezhnev to be informed about their conversation. Comrade
Zhivkov reported that he honestly informed comrade Brezhnev about his
conversation with Sadat, word for word, without making any inferences. In order to
give Assad better picture of what problems were discussed in Sofia, comrade Zhivkov
ordered Assad to be acquainted with the main points of the meeting, using the memo
from the meeting.

Comrade Zhivkov emphasized that the Egyptians dispatched a high-level delegation
for the celebrations of the 30th anniversary of the socialist revolution in Bulgaria.
Among its members were the future Prime Minister Dr. Abd al-Aziz Hejazi and the
First Secretary of the Arab Socialist Union[2] Dr. Hafez Ganem. Apparently the
Egyptian leadership expected to get in touch with comrade Brezhnev while here. Due
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to exhaustion however, comrade Brezhnev was unable to attend and the Egyptians
requested a meeting with comrade [Nikolai] Podgorny, head of the Soviet delegation.
Together they had a several-hour-long conversation. Afterwards comrade Podgorny
said that they had an open discussion. The Egyptian media, however, released that
they had discussed the improvement of the bilateral relations between Egypt and the
Soviet Union.

Comrade Zhivkov also pointed out that based on what he knows from his
communication with comrade Brezhnev, there are no issues in the USSR-Syrian
relations. The Soviet Union recouped the weaponry lost by Syria in the October war[3]
and delivered even more. The single open issue concerns the surface-to-surface
missiles, since the Soviet Union has not delivered them to Syria.

President Assad stated that the USA and the West have succeeded to certain extent
to consolidate their positions in the Arab world. The Arab reactionary forces helped
them considerably in this respect. The USA wants to isolate completely the Soviet
Union from the Middle East process and so far they have gone far in this respect.
Syria alone resisted the US plans for the Arab East and hindered their
implementation. Because of the firm Syrian position, the US was forced to make
concessions. [Henry] Kissinger was forced to request a meeting with comrade
[Andrei] Gromyko in Damask and to seek his mediation because the Syrians insisted
that a solution cannot be reached without the Soviet Union. The Syrian persistence
forced Kissinger to make a 33-day trip to the Middle East in order to reach an
agreement for separation of the armies at the Syria-Israeli front. Since the US had
made some commitments, it was impossible for them to leave the negotiations
without achieving anything. Assad and Kissinger had a 130-hour-long conversation to
reach an agreement.

Because the Syrian persistence provoked a strong American hatred, there are
actions against Syria under way. During Kissinger's visit, Syria reaffirmed its
determination to defend its way of development and follow independent domestic
and foreign policy. This helped the Americans realize that Syria is the biggest threat
to their plans for the region and because of that they will try to deliver a blow to the
Syrian regime with the possibly of overthrowing it.

Israel is preparing itself for military actions. It has received a big shipment of US
weapons, much more than what Syria has received from the Soviet Union. The Zionist
propaganda is constantly blaming Syria for building up its military capacity and even
claims that Syria has already obtained surface-to-surface missiles. By doing that
Israel is trying to justify the building of its own military capability and to mislead the
world public. This is not surprising, since Israel has been preparing for a preventive
strike.

Assad acknowledged that Syria received from the Soviet Union enough weapons to
recoup the losses from the October War. However, they have not received new
weapons. The sole exception were the MIG-23 jet fighters. He pointed out that he
could not understand the Soviet reluctance to deliver to Syria surface-to-surface
missiles. Egypt has already received such missiles and the Egyptian experts have
been taught how to use them. He had dispatched several Syrian officers to be trained
for using those missiles. Syria needs those missiles for defense against possible
Israeli attacks on Syrian cities and in case of war. He declared that he would not use
such missiles to make a preventive strike on Israeli cities. Being aware of the fact that
Syria possesses such missiles, Israel will refrain from bombing Syrian settlements. As
for the state of the Syrian military equipment, Assad pointed out that it will be
sufficient only if Syria led a war against Israel together with Egypt. If Syria is forced to
go to war alone, then the weapons would be insufficient. Assad demanded more
weapons since they needed time to train their military to use them. If the weapons
are delivered when the war has already started, they will not be used efficiently
because of the lack of training. Assad asked comrade Zhivkov to convey to comrade
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Brezhnev his request for delivery of missiles and other weapons. He confirmed that
the successes of the Syrian army during the October War considerably raised their
confidence in Soviet weaponry. While before the war almost 3/4 of the Arabs thought
that the Soviet weapons were inferior to the American weapons, today the Arab
opinion has shifted considerably in favor of the Soviets. Assad raised these problems
at his last meeting with comrade Brezhnev. Comrade Brezhnev promised to consider
these issues. [?]

Comrade Zhivkov promised President Assad that at his next meeting with comrade
Brezhnev, with whom he maintained good and friendly relations, he would convey the
Syrian request. He pointed out that the socialist countries will not allow Syria to be
defeated or the regime to be threatened ? so, Assad should not worry. The situation
today is completely different. Comrade Zhivkov declared that we considers Syria, its
regime, and President Assad the most friendly nation, the closest ally, and the most
progressive country in the Arab East. The socialist community firmly supported Syria
and its leadership.

President Assad stated that Syria is afraid of nothing. They are ready to resist and go
to war against Israel, the US and the imperialist countries for the victory of a just
cause. He confirmed that the spirit of the Syrian military forces and the people is very
high.

During the conversation, both leaders exchanged views on the situation in Cyprus.
They shared the notion that the Cypress crisis was inspired by the US and NATO[4]
[10] in order to turn the island into a military base, whose activities will be directed
against the socialist and Arab states. A shared view was expressed that the crisis had
to be resolved keeping Cyprus united, independent and democratic.

September, 1974

[1] Translator’s note: Arab political party, in Syria and in Iraq. Its main ideological
objectives are secularism, socialism, and pan-Arab unionism. Founded in Damascus in
1941 and reformed, with the name Ba'ath, in the early 1950s, it rapidly achieved
political power in Syria.

[2] Translator’s note: Egyptian political party established in 1962 by President Gamal
Abdel Nassar as the only political organization active in Egypt. As a result of President
Anwar Sadat's economic and political liberalization agenda in 1974, the ASU was
divided into three political groups: left, right and center.

[3] Translator’s note: The October 1973 War (known in Israel as the Yom Kippur War).
The war fought between Israel and the nations of Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Jordan, Sudan,
Saudi Arabia and Lebanon. Egyptian and Syrian troops launched on October 6, 1973
an attack to re-conquer the territories under Israeli occupation since 1967. On
October 24, after successful Israeli counterattack, the UN imposed a cease-fire

[4] Translator’s note: a reference to the military coup in Cyprus and the Turkish
invasion of the island from July 1974.
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