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Summary:

According to Mitrokhin, in 1979 KGB headquarters sent a telegram to its residencies
abroad stating that Soviet intelligentsia, the American embassy in Moscow, and foreign
correspondents who were accredited to work in the Soviet Union, had been holding
anti-soviet activities. The telegram text, which is provided by Mitrokhin in his entry,
states that Kopalev, Chukovskaya, Kornilov, Vladimov, and Vojnovich were expelled from
the U.S.S.R. Union of Writers for their anti-socialist publications. However, after this
incident they started to gain influence among Soviet writers and many anti-soviet
materials were published, which led to publication of the almanac “Metropol.” The
American embassy assisted the publication by organizing events with influential
intelligentsia of the West who inspired Soviet writers in favor of capitalism. Mitrokhin
states that KGB officials ordered all residencies to immediately stop these activities. It
was planned to publish provocative materials about all Western supporters of the
almanac. KGB residencies in the West were in charge of collecting these materials.
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