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Summary:

June 01 2007 - In this entry Mitrokhin explains the importance of having kompromats (a
form of grey propaganda used in information warfare against opponents in business and
politics) for Soviet anti-socialist activists. Mitrokhin provides two examples of KGB
kompromats that played significant roles in repressing oppositionists. In late 1960s the
Ukrainian nationalist movement had been growing in popularity. Ivanchenko was one of
the radicals who allowed himself to publicly criticize Soviet policies and claimed that
Ukraine faced Russification. He organized a club that promoted anti-socialist philosophy.
All these facts of his biography were documented by the KGB. Mitrokhin states that
Ivanchenko knew many influential Ukrainian nationalists very well. His connections were
critical to the KGB. According to Mitrokhin, in 1970 he was blackmailed by the KGB. They
used a kompromat: either Ivanchenko became their undercover agent and helped them
to fight the anti-socialist movement or he would be excluded from the university and
charged for his ideological crimes. Ivanchenko was recruited and his new codename was
“Nikolai.” In another example of kompromat Mitrokhin states that in the second half of
1972 Jewish population in Odessa started an opposition movement against the Soviet
immigration policies. One of their leaders, Emmanuel Pekar, was once arrested at the
Odessa market for selling watches of foreign origin; however he was not charged.
Mitrokhin states that Pekar was offered a choice—to become a KGB undercover agent in
the Jewish community or go to trial for speculation. Pekar was recruited and his new
codename was “Milan.”

Original Language:

Russian

Contents:

Transcript - Russian

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - Russian



Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - Russian



Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - Russian



Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - Russian


