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Summary:

This note describes the relations between the U.S.S.R. – France Society and the All-Union
Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries (SSOD). According to Mitrokhin,
SSOD was founded in 1958 as a public organization for intellectuals interested in Soviet
studies. However, the U.S.S.R. – France Society served as a cover institution for KGB
agents. Although the multi-national organization was a threat to leaks of confidential
information, undercover agents used the relations between the two organizations to
establish connections with diplomats, the heads of influential clubs, journalists, and
scientists. It was convenient for KGB agents to organize events to promote political
goals.  Because of the relations developed as a result of these activities, the KGB
residency prevented a number of anti-socialist decisions.
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