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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

In February 1952 the government of the DPRK received information from Beijing that
the Americans were using bacteriological weapons in Korea and China and that they
[the Chinese] intended to publish their statement about this. At the insistence of the
North Korean government, [the] MID [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the] DPRK decided
to publish its own statement first. The Russian text of this statement of the Foreign
Ministry of the DPRK, which corresponds to the one which the Chinese government
put forward, was made by Petukhov, adviser at the Soviet embassy in North Korea.

The Koreans stated that the Americans had supposedly repeatedly exposed several
areas of their country to plague and cholera. To prove these facts, the North Koreans,
with the assistance of our advisers, created false areas of exposure. In June-July 1952
a delegation of specialists in bacteriology from the World Peace Council arrived in
North Korea. Two false areas of exposure were prepared. In connection with this, the
Koreans insisted on obtaining cholera bacteria from corpses which they would get
from China. During the period of the work of the delegation, which included
academician N. Zhukov, who was an agent of the MGB [Ministry of State Security], an
unworkable situation was created for them, with the help of our advisers, in order to
frighten them and force them to leave. In this connection, under the leadership of Lt.
Petrov, adviser to the Engineering Department of the KPA [Korean People's Army],
explosions were set off near the place where the delegation was staying, and while
they were in Pyongyang false air raid alarms were sounded.
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