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Summary:

Elaborating on his earlier cable and responding to the general issues raised by the
Department’s 9 March message, science attaché Hudson questioned Lauren Gray’s
evaluation of Sethna, suggesting that by combining “guile” and “technical proficiency,”
the latter could easily have “easily misled” the Canadian. Based on consultations with a
variety of Canadian insiders with knowledge of and experience with the Indian nuclear
program, the Embassy saw no technical or fiscal barriers to an Indian test. Moreover,
any pressure on India not to test would increase the “likelihood” of that happening.
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