Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

June 15, 1973

Excerpts from a Record of a Meeting between Soviet
journalist, Victor Louis, and General Director of the
Prime Minister’s Office, Mordechai Gazit

Citation:

"Excerpts from a Record of a Meeting between Soviet journalist, Victor Louis, and
General Director of the Prime Minister’s Office, Mordechai Gazit", June 15, 1973, Wilson
Center Digital Archive, Israeli State Archives, Record Group 130 (Ministry of Foreign
Affairs - the Main Office), File No. 5973/4. Obtained for CWIHP by Guy Laron.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/114294

Summary:

Record of a meeting between Mordechai Gazit (MG), General Director of the Israeli Prime
Minister’s Office, and Victor Louis (VL), a Soviet journalist. The meeting was held the
week before a summit meeting between Richard Nixon and Leonid Brezhnev. The two
discussed the immigration of Jews from the Soviet Union and the low state of
Israeli-Soviet relations.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Blavatnik Family Foundation
Original Language:

English

Contents:

Original Scan
Transcript - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Original Scan *»

’ Wilson Center Digital Archive
. 5o St e

MEETING

June 15, 1973

It wasn'
VL: I never miss a chance tO coms HBEAs we yeug invitation:
o one could sa
it was an invitation starting in january, 8¢ 1 ¥ I planneq it
New York, So I have a sore of ;4. officfal
La

to coincide with the discussions in
well, unfortunately even if 7 WElte Sote.

I won't embarrass anyoneé.
d of POIitical issue and Arab ambassadorg

cover,
six months victory

thing about Israel, it seems & kin
My last story

begin to complain immediately.
test from a number of Arab states cobinpigey il

pro
It was for a cover

fighting for tax resumption,
t

Russia, That is why I come here on this pretext.
4 have been briefed about me and yo I ‘

I don't know in which way Yy©
1*d like to sort of publicize myself jip

Again,
if any proof is necessary, my Sympathy

have your own reservations,

a way that T hope I prove in a way,
king here is non-~Soviet Official; I

towards Israel and the way I am spea
1 - that is not the way I talk in Moscow about Israel

am not a sSofiet officia
That is why I takethe liberty to put things

ur blaCk‘mailing

with any Russian official,
't take it as a sort of

straightforward and please don
art with diplomatic language

or whatever, otherwise we will st
your contacts which I should know and you have

wWell, I know that you have
the high policy, what-not, and so on, well, apart

your way of expressing
nal things concerning

from political things there are some number of perso
Brezhnev which sort of coincide now and again especially after Dr, Kahane
I have always maintained the idea that the Israeli

wasn't allowed to go,
problem of relations which is

government understands the position and the
a little excited you know

different to audignce, coming here and
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no
to absorb the state interest if
tothe States, an aspurance On the American gi4e
]
all the Jewish tenmids. WAL win €Xceptions

tance of the Brezhnev visit
and

s a mess you know, and Brapgy Fh

assurance on Kissinger's side,
the place wa

(»eesbus passing..) 1 feeli {i
A enara ng is
you know and going to the States no¥We so the g thatfor the

people in Moscow still believe that the
and you couldn
t it doesn't work that Way’ the vay {x

Zioniﬂt organizations are aimed fron

't explain to them that L R

here and directed from here
press one button or another button, tha
works in Mos‘:w Because ym?are a Russian SPeCiB].iat, You understand you
#
tality,
couldn't echc from Paoplﬁ to think in a differeﬂt men Yy Like the
Mr, Nixon's embarrag
Watergate affair, the Mamericans Sment,
Russia at all, and all tpe

There is no Watergate coverageé in
rica, is jammed in MOscow, The yoice

watergate in Russia is the Voice of Ame
of wWatergate S

of America would tell the impressionS.s.

{dea is ome would think if you tell Israelis, you know, please don't enbaragg
il

n like Watergate and 5111 be

Brezhnev too much, just press another butto
why you can't stop that in America,

finished, and they couldn't understand
And Unly two days

le,
Well, that is the wga of menitality of the mellocre people e
the idea is once should

left, you know, (...bus passing..) YOu 8€e€,
|
personally think, I personally think that if my country's situation to the .
extent that the fawour ofthe visit, is always like in the good old jokes,
I don't like this, that it wi

always blame Jews for that.
any man in the

go on blaming Jews for that, blame them for
to blame the state of Israel,

world what he wants to demand
*
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This atmed pressure

have to feel in your skin

because the man might

ten years or whatever it

is involved, you kdfow,

couldn’'t speak on behalf

citizens todo what they

hardly any Amzican

isolated,

Americans for anything

(sesbus passing.,.)

And you haven't got the Russi

got because of Jews, StOp ic,

dictatorship in the sense tha
it 1is too much a
look I talk to people and T

sort of a feeling at home,

David, Houston is a military pase you k

But what I may suggest

?
sort of personal backing w

lined the American spirit and Jewish allegiance,

'
wash their hands of the idea.
are the Israelis, That is a kind of personal thin
T don't like to put

/ ‘M
= g™
but ther
s ¢ 1s a 1linge,

either pPros
a number of
and the thingg yo

an background’
ave it explained to you., And

and not h
look after all the ineuleq 1

come home and 5ay: well,
finish 1t. e right;h anothey
is b‘ut: you ghould understanﬁ/sm_’t of mentality of
»
¢ a man can do e : Parsona thing
¢ stake for nothing, Well, tha¢ is th+

and tell you,

look American ‘

of Israel saying,
hexd will be demonstrations, Tt wi1y e

want and €

well-guarded white HOUse, well-guarded Camp

now, and is always
if it is all right, not only 4

to you,
gsort of Pleaﬁant, if ¥YOucould

hich is always quite
so you got the messape

say through your usual contacts

and you are doing your best under the circumstances, Because theye

are a number of people who jumped at our people and said, well, look, it is

directed from Israel, And now it is unfahionable to blame Americans, Jewish
Kissinger under- e

that might happen.
S50 that means they

so what,

50 if something happens, the people to blame
g which I will appreciate

kind of a personal level,
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I might

passing,..) That is the first
to

whether you want me

MG:
d react to thi

with other points. I coul
situation is a complicated one fo

there is some aliya f

year over 30,000 people came.
we are happy with’the phenomenon of the

come,
Now, we have already

the fact that we

Maybe it can be explained to a
Russian way of thinking, Or there is 8

But the gontradiction is that on

tion is taking place, at

a hunger strike today because of

in the paper you can find two or thre

is public opinion, Jewish

worried because this is a

has been a problem which

pe affected °F Rus

pﬂl’t of it.

¢ the simple reason that on the ong hangd
3

rom the Soviet Union
we are not happy with the precise figure but

indicated on sev

the contradictio

people who,

general considerations in the soviet U
the one hand this phenomenon of {mmjigrs-

the same time there are a

hand, you have this favorable phenomenon,
re taking place all the time, The result

something likec 8 or 10 or more years.

Original Scan
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ala might be more active ( -
= s s DUS

react on it, Or you wanpt
O ga on

if you are interested, The

S,

and we are glad
«Last

oA s for those who want to

eral occasions, public Occasio"
n doesn't make to0 much sense tgq us'.
as you say, feel on the skip thi

ome other reason that has to do with
nion which I don't follow too closely

11 kinds of diffiCUIties

many more items - professors op

one item I read, There are
g in Russian, and I am certain that

Jew

e more items like that, S0 on the onpe

and on the other hand,you have

those really public events that a
public opinion and other public opinion, is quite

development Or rather a problem of Russian Jewry

the world press has not followed for many years,

This has become part of the things
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111 not disagree with me yheq Ie
ay

w
coverdd by the press, and I i d., There i
ood. re 8
that in the Soviet Union now it ig all to© the g 8 1itt]a More
stalin's era, so
possibility to let such news comeé out than in one knoyg
ow thereis a h
N kbl N BUSH haopeE strikes. Right n Ungey Strike
bl dc: pdrvien hAs 165 efiact,

of Jewish scientists. So the
zations and American Jews, 54 You s

Now regarding American organi
se and to J
Israeli zionist cau t 2 %

yourself, we do not
worried, But they woul
4 d be happy

in general, And they are worried, deepl
to worry about Or so little to worry about thar

if tomorrow there is nothing
om ide is
es some 8 sues, But right

bne emphasizes the good part and just ignor
nomenon which 1s favorable but not e

how you have on the one hand a phe
and at the same time the other things,

enough, but favorable nevertheless, ’
Now American Jewish organizations arpe

50 this &8 how we feel @bout it.
.Eo the best of my knowledge

responsible organizations, They
from what I hear from time to time from

nd from what I read in the papers,
etc, they are certainly

L]

have described

people who come back, from their impressions,
anything of the kind you
I hope = for this I cannot

[ertainly they will not do anything of the kind.

ouch at all - I hope that some small splinter, not even splinter, completely | _
A> you know, the Israel govern~ :

fringe organizations will not do something,
nt concerning violent activities has expressed itself in the past, quite

nequivocally, But now we aredealing with psychology, the psychology of a
This is difficult, what can we do regarding a man we have

n, Mr, Brezhnev,
. Even though this would also be possible,

ot met
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ne would not justify such ap actign

ective reaso
theoretically, The objec . llable, Yot
his is

for
People would just be angry
1 could add particular imptESSionB

it.
basically what I have to §ay AER0E

he negative h
late ding what I call the non-positive, € v PiEnsanen be
r regarding w

" the things which are stil
rupt men 2 POss{}
the same problem, the corrup

logic regarding People v
ho has some O are
£o grant anyone w

l1legations, I don't knoy
sent to Siberia and the accusations, the a & » indicetgey

. itely. S0 I don?!
sgainst them are very, very flimsy t© put it pol & t knoy “heth+
rtur that you yourself Years

1 heard from pavid Ba

were sent to
ago wrote on the victim of that sort of thing and 4 camp, ‘E

it is fair to say it but

ganipl Anc EBEERE Wam, CETE it el L L S
VL:

GE Aeliaien.  You eouldn’t sort of blame anyone, that is like earthquake,

more ti
I spent nearly ten years and came out, AEHEEA HPRNL WorE RAme Ry laas il

but this is like war, There is no one £O blame for it, It is the systen,

All the cruelty which goes on now, people sent toO Siberia, the Russians

think it is justifiable and thisis complete justice because it is not only

ssians,
Jews that are sent there, The sameé thing is done to Ru ns

have a list I keep saying give me the list of people
officials, and it doesn't mean anything will t612ph4h'ﬁ
me and say: Look, we couldn't let this one out Or the other jw
got another list now, There are a numpber of explanations, accceptable or
not, but there are some reasons for that, There are a few sdentists they

1
wouldn'’t léke to let out them out, They wouldn't let them out, It is not

—— a question of bargaining, They say they couldn't let three or four §cientist#

<
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on the same ldea

le who
out, We wouldn't let pecoP TR
i e T "
B Bl 1 ' €0ple
m here in the o
while T @ Efice, you

If you wouldn

a limic,
look,

Then they said, 3 b
n Qor nshb
goviet ynion, 2 P urg g Zolng s

overdoing it,
= CGinsburg, would never leave the e
stay in the Soviet Union because of this pers Ehe °fficia1.

There is no logic in that. Nor pthe= ERCOES s IREE S colonel o
They don't have anything Agpiuat WIS PRCAODE1E
well, you know, the colope) stih

the list,

would let him out} but heis a colonel.

n a trip like David Marcyg acd

o
come to Tel-aviv, then he will be sant
BEpaer Cplonal General )‘

others, but who cares about pavid Maruous
because he is a general, That is a good title. Then there will
all the military secrets, That inil

? »
be the Col, Varshansky who would Enow —
so let him sit for a while, This is tphe e

be embarassing for the army.
The other people - personally I was utterly

of logic that goes behind,
put the same top official told e

surprised. I haven't checked it myself,
fore yesterday, and he said

for instance, I saw him the day be
He said up to today, that is the

too

much fuss about it, what is the reason.
day before yesterday, he hasn't applied officially so we couldn't grant i,
Well, it might sound like nonsense, Or he hasn't got enough documents,

MG: It was over a year,
I have friends here for whom I brought letters and

VL:
parcels from ? . He was going to support the Jewish and protest
in front of the Central Committee, protest among others,
I was talking to people yesterday, There are officials there,
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ply, bring all the d°cume ”
nts

,as soon a8 " Lot
s Wil-l- let you out . But he has fioe.

He's been told now,

necessary, keep you mouth shut and
al tOld me: IDOk’
w to Israell radio,

ves an intervie

in a private conversation. Vi
Couldn|

applied and the offici

to apply before he gl

As soomn as you say you are Rl
g

MG: what an idiot.
is an idiot.
Or they Wwouldnty

the parth
ties in the studio, They sxid

VL: All right, he

to Israel they will kick you out of

1
give you documents? They also make difficy
r that and that, But Officially' from

they wouldn’t give him a document fo
¢ion officials,
¢ he hasn't done it formally, yug

nobody can give an Israeli viaw
9

the point of view of immigra
to a person who wants to go to 1srael bu
has to do it formally, People ask me from London for instance to help
Tiompkin, And there is a headline in the "Daily Express", this poor yomay

camp; it 18 not Auschwitz., Thereis g,

in a camp, but she is in a

1imit, And there are also family problems,

to Israel, He is absolutely ready to take his daughter. And the motte r
. Gentlemen, where is the

wants to stay in Russia
t of common international leyel

saw him three days ago and now he said
How

to go to Israel, We feel .
Every Jewish family is a sort of small tragedy.

pick up certainthings, you kno@,

How could we discuss that on a sor
the father was against his sop

a father who wants o g0

limit?
?7 For instance,
going, pressing and trying to prevent his son from going, Now T
we want
change it,

You know that yourself, Byt
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S

is phenomonen

gaRghy  EAEREOLIS a S °f familye,

MC: Regarding such hich ¥
£ arrangement by Which ve. wouts be

o
I think {f there had been some kind .
7 hasn't yet fillgg out
a

g = you way ¥ sh

abel to discuss such case
< thim. And we can ‘tayp
to

y s uggest 1t £

oka
problem is settled and one o

form, so then we say to you,

is
him and you can talk to him. _Then th b g
£ trouble does not exist. r you taye a3

ntiste, It 18 the father, yq o

point of aggravation, point ©

son of Levitch, He is not a great scie

n sent to a
thia son.  Aud ha Yas besn sent; and apparently bee camp whera he
The climate is not good for him,

is not physically fit to be.
the climate is not a1

VL: (Noisea...) sent to Sinai,
s e

that ideal -4
1 BB & don't know ¥e has beep send
»

MG: In any case, he has bee
1 and he agitated.

because he wants to go to Israe
VL: That's right.

It is well known now
t's assume about the father it is more

pout this problem of the so .
MG: Okay. a Ly I

am not talking about the father, le

As long as the son, this keeps

complicated, But about the son,
maybe more, if you take a1}

appearing in the press every week at least or

the press,
9
complicate it? I mean, you have to fight for some peoplef

VL: Why complicated
But sometimes officials come to the jdea

without fighting it wouldn't help.
Look, shut your mouth for two Or three months and we will let yoy

and say:
d Marcus for inmstance. T am pushing

out, The same thing happened with Davi
t up for two or three months then =

his case, and then I told him if you shu

*
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*T am going on a h““gar

in some two months' time, nothing happened
go ahead. What elge aE

ou
strike tomorrow,' T said, David, it 18 Ll Sl

I do? immediately be taken u

Then another thing, & number of ladies like

I said: I am not cheating you.
French Embassy, nj.q

Shira Marcus, all right look, S
ering again, giving intervieys

black dress and nice diamonds and then suff
cep the widow of a tra

w there saying 1t's a right time

gic man, etc, Thep
All right, Shira let out, Why k

Shira goes to Paris and gives and intervie
people are in a miserable

to pressure Russia because there's no bread,
position and the government, there is no bread in Russia. ALl right, whae
about other ladies there? There is a kind of 2 1imit to that, you see,
So that anyone who says look, let another madam out, she is ?f now use
in Russia, She is a lady of society, she will go again to Paris and London

exactl =
and New York and make all these anti=-Soviet statements, not exactly anti

Soviet, everthing is considered to be anti-Soviet, but I'll say & X0y

couldn't talkabout Russia, talking about attitudes, look, now in Russia they

It will help others. There is a

are short of bread, that is the time.

brutality in Russia, Sometimes they say no to you and you can do whwatever

you want, that's the force (...bus passing...)

MG: Here you are a little bit confused. I will tell you why,
On the one hand, you say that there is a problem, namely that there is
brutality, officialdom a certain logic which I am . to understand,
Okay, this being so, you say, sometimes the right thing to do, if one pro-

tests, goes on a hunger strike, and there is therefore a kind of war going

deadline that'g
p as a gort of A guarg Foa

s
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h roblem
ou have t ia pro with
on inside the Soviet Union, becausé as long as

r-balancing factor,

¢ have a counte But

officialdom and so on, then you mus

our side, and from the poinpg of i
om
let?s look at it from the other side, fr

if this is
left argue so
of those who have left alreddy. Those who have .

noises which reg
th 1 5 and some of them make 11y
én we almo must make a » .

of the Zalmenson woman, g
irritate, And irritate us, There is the URALE

j that, but £
jcal man just ’ rom
years old I understand, aad he 1s a tyP

1y from his point of viey
his point of view he has'& grievance, and not onty »

rison. And 80 un, TIf 1
he would like to see his niece here and she is in P %

gtern soclety, where yoyu
a society where there are more controls than in We

can try and influence by pressure and even gometimes by sending to Siberia,
Thank God that was 20 years ago, but still people - we cannot.send people

to siberia, So we do not control this. We can try and convince and persuade
etc., sometimes, but here again the contradiction that I sense in your analysi
is that you say there must be some protest, T T e S
get published in the western press, and it does help occasionally, Therefore
it is a very difficult thing to handle 1f it could be handled at all, and

it is not--have I Made myself clear?

VL: Yes, 1It's contradiction, The only thing I said is
if there is someone who could - probably no one exists in the world who
could - know the extreme to it, There is a limit. Israelis protest and

Americans protest, It is overdone, It might overweight th? necessity,

-Talking about the people involved in the airplane attempt, The

officials said now we couldn't let them out of prisom, logically, They

gl 4 .



F’

i

:Wﬂson Center Digital Archive

1=
g would be protest in Russia: '¢pe ¥l
would let them out and then

U TRy
of prison. too
can have everything they want, they get °UF Much

already released -
airplane in Leningrad case, Or So0° of them areé not the
n ]

oming out this year,
or whatever it is, but anyhow twO of them are € -
]
ing day, but we
is no problem, They could go t© Israel the following » COuldn

. e mome'ﬂt .
reduce their sentence at the present

because f
MG: eventually irst of
all

VL: wan & British epy 88 well, (laughter),

American s !
are being accused, I was 2 Brazilian spy, I was an B¥s S50 5t
is not an exception, I am sorry. YOUu know one man because he is Jewish py
\hnt ‘aBiout sndthey five or ten Russians whd g8 to prison as American spies

. |
or Britishspies, Sorry, we have toO take it. You couldn’t change i, gy
you have to understand it at least.

MG: I think I understand you perfectly, I really thank you very

much because it just verifies what was in my mind, However, I think you

‘understand my points too, Because it is a very « I think no@ the

question is, as you say, can one find the balance, And when psychology ig

involved or certain logic is involved of a different k

ind which cannot

xactly be gauged, especially when one has no control over all this,

® reacting independently,

*

Yo,
July or somethin
see, a e of them will be released in & from s
» 48 soon as on

cerms £inish in Jul
woman, I am talking about the others. Thelr V.o Auguge

SO the:e

He was accugeq
of that, I am sorry. 5o there is no rational attitude. Thousands of Rusaian4
> L

People
Yesterday there was a Knesset decision and already

>

—
H BTN
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s L Al
. why in the adopted
id: > 4 dE(‘.isiDn wasn iy

lar citizens® L

today in one paper, regu
1t wasn't @€
1d be construed
Jackson woU 48 interye.

ntioned because the g,
lority 4
£

the name of Jackson ment foned?
the Knesset felt that to mention Mr. a
h I cou ave ar
tion in internal matters of the flyte o LB ey this
: therefore t
1s a Knesset, the Knesset has’ functions, and "e Knesger eoulﬁ
>
alredd et u
say it is not intervention, buf still. rPeople i P Atenrainges
because the name
sured of ya
one r overmment pres ckson
i 4 t as &8 T
wasn'¢ mentioned, The fact that there W
in addition tO president Nixon's shay;ip,.
d also sneators but not by name, ywasg B, ‘

eference to public Spttensie
in

America and American leaders,
understanding for this problem an
trol over guch things.

One doesn't have con sy
Moscow in general," SEficialdon,

rol - by you I mean
¢ into the regime

e socilety,

enough,
2 how can one havE

you do not have cont
over certain mentality which 1s buil
control over the actions of {ndividuals in 3 fre
k to your point about Mr, Brezhnev, you know we mage

But coming bac
ssador in the States, in which

one by our Amba

already certain statements,
would be a good meeting

the hope was expressed that this meeting
between East and weste were concerned, in favour of that detente, in-
provement of relations, We were not cold war mongers, wWe are not interesteqd
This is certainly our position, Now I don't know what else,
» He could

in cold war,
g that our friend

About Kahane, my suggestion to you i
s is a separate authority of course,

explain to you precisely because thi
there are

the legal authority, what has happened there
And he willexplain thisg

certain limitations, I don't know enough about it,
*

relatioyg

" PEOR
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of Embassy sort of thing which a number

of people Dutch Embassy.

Qriginal Scan
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P

ts are such that ywe
b d this, we cannot, ghe: sy “annot BO
to you, But beyon »

ed that in principle
beyond this, especially as we both are agre the 1ntErest
]

press and even the protestg of po
Ople

tha t pe()pl%

the
that one takes in this ppoblem in

which is 2 just causge
in the soviet Union do advance this causé, 3

to leave and go to Israel., 50 1
e

thi.
who want to leave should be qbl el ak {f
Oons
I may say so, we have more Or less % exiﬂtt“%
VL (uninfelligble)
MG ( N )
bout curbing our l1imitations, they decrease now, ¢ £
VL: abou
1aim, In Moscow
not artificial, beause that is what they ¢ about

00 applications,

ItiSas
6,000 applications before, now about 5,0 easonal

thing. There are letters coming from 1srael whether it 18 soe good or pg,

so gbod, think and decide¢ and soO Of. There are other people yho woulq
like to and haven't applied, There e thos;izzo eciabiaiitu g 80 and
haven't left. It is more of a family thing. Very small exceptions, the
question is now about 30 people or 60 people for whom you are sort of
fighting constantly, otherwise there are no objections and they don't 1jye
to have any kind of Polish solution or whatever. 50 then it is

prepared and sort of established and will go on,

From the Foreign Office, they think they might satisfy the interest

MG: In the office space?

VL: Office space available and extra people, Well, they are sort

LIS
e
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ngs, but
¢ technical things, SEALn woren

ino
¢t this is m
43 you know, this ig pq
2 Te l‘eaaol_‘

of considering that,
and Arabs might 1nterpret

extra- -
for that
% he idea o
F e ey woudd g0y EHLE koo £ tourten pygq
Another thing
latives coming here on the prekext of being
ela
v of people who would like tgo £0 ang s
See

the diplomatic relations or T
tourists, Because there are a numbé
Tnrail Eor themAelvas, It 18 positive or ba
t have an immediate reaction to that.
AelEmn L EE Sa i Principle

with this and have
our of this sort of thing, but tpe i

d or what would be yoy, Yedatso
07

I would have K

. ®
MG: I don'

refer it to people who deal
in other words, if ehieE |

I would say in the past we were in fav
1 basis
assumption being that it was on 2 bilatera ’
are tourists they go both ways, Ourf tourists can g° thgre and your tour{me.
p g 1 -
can come here If it is on 4hn11:eral pbasis, I don't know, InCLdentally'
: a Mr, Agnon, vak
last night I heard over the radio » Yakoy
bout his visit to the Soviet Union just recently, sever41

k abvut 1t., He was very mycp

Agnon, who was asked a

weeks ago, and he gave a very interesting tal
very friendly to him, 1It's a pity 1

I think you would haye liked

impressed with the Soviet Union,
recorder.

didn't tape it, I didn't have a tape
and he incidentally said he may go back there

it, So this is an example,
didnjt come clearly

because one of his films
so in principle, such a

July, and then probably he will go back,
whether in the context of the unification

development is a favourable one,
of families this is a good thing and how it should be handled and so on, 1

think we would like to discuss this with a few people.




- fw R R —m RIS
rW1I§bn Center Digital Archive Original Scan
/ \

=L =

t exactly ag ¢
tourists, no Ourig

VL: People do come here &% 3, wieh

& of months. It 1s much easter ,

O

1
a relative visa. And then for 24 coup
to France and Ameri

Jewish friends who went to France i
nd tg

ca, In principle, it
13 my
ch

because a lot of ppople go
easier than ever before., Some of my
they were allowed O 80 toFrance

v isit an uncle or whatever it 15,

ia,
MG: We do have it more with Ruman
VL: relations much easier of course,
MG: Alsc; much less expensive.
o
VL: Then Hammer was in MsocOW, he has been to my house-
MG: The millionaire?
Paris

VL: Yes He sent me & cable and he said I had to go tgo
for Israel, you know. He phag e

and talk to Kesar, have to do gomething ‘
BRI e N hk sl Niin D sonEAREH, - L oet RESEE LN BUELpERE dnd Moscoy,
adViBOr

He is a specialist on East-West trade
as
to Nixon, very clever and very capable man. Americang are, yail
There are a few things because Hapme,

know, taking care of his clients.
hould start a little bit of trade with

suggests that the Soviet Union s
Israel, because there is a most favorable national agreement which still
He thinks it

exists between the Sovket Union and Israel,
in the states with Jackson, This is the gopt

might help to get
of moer personal interest I would say than anything else. T am not in the

position to agree on trade, but it might be nice to mention and discuss i,
have to push it from all sorts of

Because the trouble is
and to maneuyer

different angles, it helps to maneuver between
€

e
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s whatever it 1 Vhether
know, a

e Of trade, you know, nd who knowa :

between Asabs and the pressuré

an international festival or exchans ho is read 3
e w
rms here 1in general, anyon i SOometh
with a sort of
me an answe
ldn't give = 1mm&d‘ately

S50 I mean in state te
neutral trade where
no One

And whether Israel is i{nterested,

Of course, you ¢oU

4, could blame Russia, sh it b
ve and pu (c s« Dug D
3351ng.

anything constructl

but are you ready to bring
e was also trying to sell Mogcq, and

Well, that is the Hammer idea which h

.
push there but again
ion. It would be interesting to kol

Then comes the political quest
could add to the well-known position, °ffiCia1?

if there is anything else you
e come to any how sha]]
v - L Say’

well-knonw position, unofficially if you ha
If there is

romises of concessions,

concessions or minor concessions, P j
Because the political paosition - agats

anything you haven't said before.
the Russian standpoint

I am not using the right terminology,
like to diSCuss

(,..bus passing..)

Egyptian one has been presented
Well a 1°t

pure Egyptian position,

and vhether there is anything else,
are in favour of better negotiationg

of people, the majority of people,
and the Arabs are sort of provoking Rugsia

between Arabs and the Israelis,
(referring to paper Mg is

to - push Russia to be responsible to that.

holding) Anything in the paper?
in the meantime, Ambassador Malik has already

MG:

said speech,
Russia is interfering?

VL: Has he said

MG: No, certainly not,
)
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vL: well, this 18 EAS TELTAR el kit

ougher. Even tough
Moscow, muchmore unbenaing and strict and t£oug gher th,y, they

aightfiorwvard ap
v ssions, SEtT ity
ever were before, no conce de And

for heavgns ]

FarpLE “ake i

s and have been £ightin,
oy

. S0 what can Russia do?

. ist
example of Vietnam, they are better social

together,

their capital was even bombed, still EhEy TEE way

dizect tallks, and 50 on, Rop po. o x
oul

a would start tO press the issue,

or another, whether Rhodes version,
L J

appreciate it of course if Russi In thig

they pressure us,

case they would say: Look, what else can We do, Thig 4,

what they would like.
MG: Let me get this straight. The Egyp tians would like tq havye

Russian pressure?

VL: That is what the Russians understand, t hat the Egyptjang woulq
like to have Russian pressure. That if the Russians would press for direct
negotiations, they could present the case as a sort of pressure fronm the
Soviet Union and that there would be no way out. And the Soviets don't 1y,
to be used to be blamed for that by the rest of the Arabs. That is ¢y, sort
of behind the ,as far as I understand, But in Principle, Russia
is much in favour of negotiations beginning.
MG: That is a sort of change in the Soviet position because ip 1969
the Soviet Union what seemed at certain momentsg an
inclination towards negotiations, But of course much more important than
the question of the Soviet Union's being in favour of it is the question

REITON of the
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break loose, and I would say that at the meeting now we will be more bound

=

m not choosing the words | ;
Would

m mixed UPs L.
It's more of a g,
ﬂll'uary’ 8o

Sometimes I @
cial messages

VL:

It is not a sort of unoffi
e moDdS.

say,
h
it's easier for you to understand £ d tand corr 1
5 % understand the mood. » YOu haye a
his latest visit by the Egyptiang g, . th
e

feeling, you personally, tha; =
. e inclined to direct Negotiat{on, :
ue

or
impression that the Egyptians are m
is much tou

giz pERLELTD gher than beforg,

would like the negotiations O be-
Th

No,®they are not.

VL:

MG: However?

VL: However, Russia is more and more nNow in favour alwayﬁ
advises talks, more and more in fayour as the only way out, Biie Rl
probably the influence of the Americans at the sama tima tha ye

also some people there ol g

could press the issue, And EgYPt!
B had the impression’ would 1i.ke the

the solutions would likke that Russia,
t of advise them, There is a sort of ridicl

£ {:Ol:d
(0] f the re » that we knw

lous thing which I heard from Americans,
negotiations in the Middle Eage
3

about the position in the Middle East,
the Egyptians. That's the-

from the Americans than we know from
MG: Attitudes,
VL: Attitudes or let's say approaches on the Egyptian side piye F
so that is the attitude of these people,

us less than the American side,
But we are sort of so tied up with the Arab world that we couldn't sort of

by our alliance to Egypt, and the ridiculous thing would be that if the
Russia is not doing anything, if th.yﬁ

Egyptians would change
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12 e will Ko 0 BhEn the gyt
wily

because
will change their position,
t they are trying to Pregg for

tha
be in an idiotic position as before

isting on be :
something that the Egyptians are already not ins 5 Caugg
g L

we stick tO that. Egypt being g

instructions, previous decisions, £e flex iy

e rigid Russi
on this position, they could shift away from th g an POsitygy

5 £ trying to find ¢
which the Russians should do, without R e 5e 1““8uage

That 18 the sort of
of conciliation, (...bas3 passingess) el

ould suggest so
mterested to knmg 1f there is anything YOU cou gg rt Of behind the

deadlock
scenes, if you could absorb all that, shall I say, between the

diplomac i
Russians and the Egpytian diplomacy abd AUREERIS Eo Y> 1f there 44

anything you feel can be done, if there is anything. new which yoy could
glve off the record. I know you have your owi WAy of fuané1ing
your thinking but then thwe is less possibility to discuss. TIf there 4,
anything new, because from all that is known Mgt SHIRE S IAE concessions, any
ideas if you think the Egyptians might change and it would help Russi, £t
be prepared for that and push somt imes EgyPt, and then Russia woylg bia
responsible for all their decisions, because that is what the Egyptiang
would 1ike and that is what makes people headaches there,

MG: I don't know if I have any new ideas or 1f anyone can haye
any new ideas because the situation is such that it is difficult to haye any
But I think I could explain to your several things one tends to forget,
Because it 1is a ? tendency to forget such things and this doesn't help,
I agree with you one hundred per cent when you said that in the Past, mayhe

this is a hangover, Soviet policywas one hundred per cent identified with t

Egyptian position, Kissinger said and I think he is right., T had a talx
*

Ui Dr2v1w4

€

e

m»‘-.‘u i
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he six Day War and 1
with the Soviet in washington, Pefore . Made the

EiT
1 made the poin o el o

I fail to underatangd why
4 Supey

same point: It is not gDOd for you.

ml.
was Ambassador ~ it is not good for ¥

B i s mlAR BESUN RRubkgy ®Speciq)
aly

power should commit itself s© heav

ic country in this
with a country that is basically a problemat 8eneration 2

= but EgYPt is prOblematic’ and You wily

/>

I hope not in fifty years time

e point that the g
get yourself into trouble. SO therefore to the p € Soviet Union

- from this so
detaches itself,. - W i iy Commit mene

: be a good th
which is not a political commitment, £bin wedld 5 ing for ay
concerned, I think, Also for th

h oul
about a closer realization of things 48 Efpy Apky EUEY WOULd heeomg more

is the %
rialfscfc, 1t would sober them up a littles This is first poine 114

You say concessions,

like to make, The second point iS this. What ¢

our position? We say we are ready to comprOmiSQ. "

everything one hundred per cent back. And if our experience with page
arrangements was a good one, and if there were not 1948 and not 1956, 1q5,
Si Bl WAt SE areydtion = Fop all this bappensd, . S0 we 83y thevafope.
look, gentlemen, because the situation in the Middle East is what 1t g5

Egypt has problems, and today there is Kadafi and tomorrow there will pe

speaking, if we could have an arrangement by which we get what we want -
secure enough borders, after all it's a desert, it's a good thing, thank

God for geography, because we have a desert, we can have a defensible line,

e Egyptians eventually because jt woulq p, .
rin

_«a

compromise from the Egyptian point of view is unacceptable because they wal

an Egyptian Kadfi, or even this crazy man Kadafi could take over theOrEtica1

Rt R R 2 S a5 5 e
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with Mr, Kadfi ip
We can be indifferent then t© what happens i and 4¢

e 1ike it very much, but ngo war Wou‘ld
c

he assembles his tanks, we wouldn

Ome
EBpOt and ths aogt 18 & very Low zost, EvVER regarding that particular i
the Egyptians aald come up with all kinds of Sacg.sq,, S5 wigh
o all kinds of ingenifous arrangements £© iy A MR LEOR Bl Ty Polng o
JG5 Wik, For the syabiiical aspé;t, historical aspect, emotional aspect |
sentimental aspect, the fact that they AR B AN L WCRSCHAy POsitigy, ang

ould be as I described, namely th,e e

S0 on. But the outcome of it W get

would be
secure, recognized, 1,e,defensib1e porders. This a conceSsion‘

We cauld have =

Because we could have taken anotheyattitude. said: yo, are

untrustworthy to us and because you are untrustworthy we shall noy waig and.'j

e xpect the moment when you become trustworthy and then we shalil “egOtiate.

We could have taken this position.

VL: How much of the Egyptian territory do you think is necegq,
divideSinai and then it starts with all the desert here, yo

known, and Jerusalem is probably you have settled now and that

Is there anything new?

MG: Now, you see, heee T can only refer you to what we haye said,
People get angry sometimes when we repeat the position, but you see i, ,
democracy (.,.bus passing...) that position, I can show you a Speech by
the Prime Minister, addressed to ? , in which she said to him: Look,

8ix years have passed - it was then five years - we never drew a map, vy, hav%

drawn up a map and we don't have an uttimatum position, we must Start nego-

tiating, We could have drawn up a map, I think it would have been i mistake
L]

ven a map which would look nice, would look acceptable to friends of. Israel
b 3




r‘V?XFn Center Digital Archive //____GW

- 23

. Soweh '
t would avERE deg
b na
P.

from our point of view < |
there is

L]
But as I said to you, no secret. We don't want all of Sinag bud
nsible border.Ehere —suld have ro be 8 new line i, the g4
Naf

we want a defe
se fire lines are now and not whare the 1,

Peninsula, not where the cea
1hMu
:/'f were, tobe drawn on the ground, on the pasis of negotiations, |
» . d negotiations and s
Incidentally, since you mentione g 80 on, N

that Mr. Malik's speech the day before yesterday, in which agaiy, hie gk
id

the Soviet Union yould never agree to anything which would be gqope e
e

the United Nations concerning the countries, this i
the

Because what does it mean

idea, I felt very unhappy about it. + the' L

Altogether, it means that we have to take into account an OrganiZation ohidl
by its very arithmetic is anti-TIsrael. Why should we take this seriousyy '
how helpful is such a statement at a time when all overthe globe One g |
negotiating differmtly, directly? b

VL: But withdrawing the army iﬁ;hirect negotiationg

something to is it possible to discuss it, is it feasible
under any circumstances or direct negotiations is sort of-

MG: Now, we have always said and that goes back to 1970, apg again
restated in 1971, that we would agree also to indirect negotiationg, %
other words, we would agree to meetings concerning the Suez Cunal agreemeng
we stated publicly, there was a Cabinet decision on February 2, 1972, in '
which we said that we agree to proximity talks, They are indirect talks,

And the Suez Canal agreement involves some withdrawd, which answers youy

question could Israel withdraw without direct negotiations. Theoretically, |
Y53




can

‘Wilson Center Digital Archive

a =
ou want to know what I tpjip
y 5 I thjm

king for two or three mone,, .
n

e
alenough if

t he anser 18 mybe yes’
dl.‘-cr t
et to dism:;
e me s th

even with the Suez agreement,
must cme When w
ment butonly an inte
nal agree rim agreement

proximity talks, the moment

Even if it is not the fi
logically the parties shoulg S
Evety.

details,

;?I. for the opening of the Suez canal,
) where in human history, whenéver there is @ cease fire, there are offlcers
thout officers meeting, witie s

: wi
meeting, and here we have a cease fire
even ~ and this ig a bad point I &M making here but it indicateg hoy
. observers
we are - even the UN .
poth sides are not directly attacheq

completely isolated

important work, but even they on

(.+.bus passing,.)
could agreement on pe

VL: Maybe this sort of thing
(unintelliglbe)

That is easier for yq e

usga

MG:
VL: What do you want from Russia?
what apart from all the usual e

there is no decision in principle.
personally as apolitician , , |

statements, I mean what do you feel
?
MC: You are talking now about Egypt?
In Russia, when I talk about tpe

VL: I am talking in general.

subject I talk with different people, talking aboutthe Middle East apg
with

they don't care about North America, and the others who are
about the Middle East or Sinai, they don't care, But for you
E]

America,

it is sort of in the rgle.
on the Jewish problem, the proposition that we woulq

MG:
?
like very much to see free commbmication, which means also no harassment’

py
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icult proble
no a I d also a solution of the very diff WS whicp
rrests, and als

. Regardin
This is regarding the Jewish question g & our bilateral
. s

2an when there are d
relations, I think that we have tn, 1967 HESE ifficulties
]

elations, Mol AR ERE. SORet N is Teagq
Y to

this is the time to break off T

P'J der that, I would adg one 1

/ i.ttle
]

i
set up relations we will certainly ©ns

bEede L=
point, If we this time set up relations A because Y& haq

1d be done
in our history ups and downs - this Eiies 25 B 59 that vt ih

in two weeks or three monthg,

not get into each.other's hair with It shoylg

- f we set
be a much more serious renewal of relations, 50 i up rEIations
agoressors and that sort
and then three days later you say W€ REELSEH of thing.

I g
e & Tiils hire Go Ehih A8 peprrding ralBERORES L am Lalls Beneraq)

seifiyen

because I know this is not going to happen.

Regarding the Middle East gquestion, We ST AL iy °bjGCt1ve1Y

and the Soviet Union,

speaking, not talking now about the U.S. Super poy,

ers

, Egypt, first of all Egypt, let's forget Syria for 4 Moment _
Here objectively we are facing a situation where the Egyptians haye 5 regine
which for reasons about which one can be sorry has not yet decjgeq to
make peace, to start serious progress towards conciliation. Therefore what
can we suggest? We can only suggest that one helps the Egyptian DrESident'
the Egyptian regime towards the realization that he must make peace, that he ‘
must become aecustomed to the idea of making peace, We think on the whole
we are moving in this direction, It is not tangible but we are moving jp

this direction, and some of the things you said also show that on tlke gpe

hand, they assumed a very tough position, and on the other, they also feel
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not go any more as it ywag

Ang th&y

- blls

an
they have reached a point where pEE

¢ ion, tney 8ay ve ABLLAR tF Wi
a » s

say therefore confront
o go tO War.
passing.,) very serious pusiness to 8

lesson
-J- VL: Arve you willing to give EgyPt another

s Aasg
S Oma pE°P1e

keep saying?

ew,

From our point of vi this is Completq,
y

MG: Certainly not,
we are ready if tley g¢
unnecessary, against our interestsSe But art, we
L
are ready,

VL: Because the Russian military information is thar Yoy

would win this war. a« o=

we want to win a peace,

MC: We don’t want to win a war, The ceagal

fire lines as they are at the present time are good ?ease i lines and

we are not to fight over the cease fire lines, what we are anxious i,
. e o
to reach agreement concerning final lines. Now some people coulqg Argue that.

maybe the Egpytians are in such a mood that without another war they wijg

never agree to anything without that. We doubt that, We don't think M othed

war will necessarily bring about peace. We think that there is 4 Procesg

that will lead eventually to peace, We don't know whether it wil] last
two years or much more, but we think thereis such a process. We woulqg like
to see that what we are saying, the way we analyze the situation, jg more
generally accepted, In other words, do not come LO us as you were ip the
habit before and say: Look, here, we wanr you that what will happen is this.;

and you are doomed and you are endangering the very existence of the State :;

$5 of Israel, etc., etc, that you do feel that Israel and

]
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rtner
between you, that hopefully the pa

negotiate their differences A eandi OF DIaEUEED .
there will be reconciliation and e

too much posturing and t0° mich polemic :
kind of even indirectly the result of the 8

Middle East, accepts the Middle
mentality, whether one 1ikes it or not.

ibed.
towards this process which I descr
in the meetin
VL:
should expect apart from all this
super natdons,

he Mi
or help the peace to some extent in t

danger now of two powers fighting eac

kast now become as number one
nd
here will be propaganda on both sides a

meeting when
understand that anyt hing could happen after the

time one might
be agreeing to help,you know, and at the same
he meetin
rab states mig ht try to undermine the spirit of the g
trying to before the meeting itself.

ow, when
ko understand, so probably after the meeting, you know,

documents are published, etc., 1t would help change the position

kgypt because otherwise the Arab world

uch, you know, No one could say look, the American (...bus passing,.)

It's muddled,

&t & EEPCALILWUIALE Wil begin
s

put talk to each other g,

qmit, for example

past mentality, this 18 the myqq,, Zol

1 think that would be 35 ContrlbUti

g now with Brezhney, Nixon

an important one
3

super poWwers changes the

dle East, there wouldn!

h other whether i@‘s Vietnam or Yool

question of the wq
(..bus passing.,.) spirit of the meeting Middle
solving the problem here,

unfortunately Russia still stick to the idea that we have to support

-

SVentuayy|
There nay, bea

3 One

So
somehow tq

both sideg will

expect that the

itself

It's too inVOlvedi

these official

position ag
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sy I 48 A muddle, but it coyyq Cagy)
b

You
ithout even sayin
w g so i ch

1f for exsmple’
the last sunmhit
and was ltttla

MG: Yes, I agree.

become less of a muddle.
h a conclusion,

¢ is how the Egyptians interpregey hon
3 they

so 1f you were td g
ceoh
3

publicly, you would raac

in this direction, at least thi
pout the last tice

lor not is another question, that yq haye
y a
le East, you have a fleet ;. the

were very unhappy a

whether you state im publicl

E at tlle sam time’ tllemae(:ertal

e

peolicy, you hav

Mediterruanean, ahd so on, bu
that if you get involved ip them your

that should be better left alone,
commitment becomes very heavy gt bk RRARBE YRS e Problemg
In other words, that although the does have internatjonal i“terest,f
1t wlne does hive some sspects which are of a purely national Character'
national Israeli and Egyptian, and there are certainthings, which o
regrets,maybe from your point of view you would like the final outcome of
the solution to be this, while Israel would like it to be that, True,

but that it would be best for all

Everybody is entitled to his own idea,
d and maybe not stated, but tacitly ope acte

concerned if it is recognize
» Mr. Brandt when

upon it, that there are national
he was here just the other day he more Or less took the line that certain
> when a map like é

aspects of this problem - he was very much
Brandt starts talking about peace, he gets excited, You can feel j, When

he talks about peace, he gts excited, peace in Europe, etc. But he sajyq
MaYbe one can

that it is his understanding that the poblem here was peace,

bring a kind of - I think he is not practical about it but the idea ig
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useful but to bring i
1 think this coulq
hat was not his expressions il have beep the
aspects - that w sl
ent . er wo
id ional aspects aside for L B rds, the
ea - the nationa J .
igzhbors live with each 3
expression of defemsible porders, how Neté SHeeds whag
themselves to ne
borders they have, this 18 for the countries EOtiate, thig
L]

; e enforced. Ma
b - d Alcogethér peace cannot b Ybe certain
cannot be enforced.

aspects of a more general char

acter can pe brought about, alsg po engs
rCQd

3
This is the cTruX- The question of the porge,, bei
>in

one needs cooperation,
-

ot become the ver ;
the crux, the center for this, this should 7 ¥ point upon
»

get themselves into trouble,

- T »
which all involved, all interested, his jgq

what f would hope could be prought about, announced Or unannounceq,
a w

eople unde
50 much Interested about announcements, hEgHUEE - PESE rstand eyep

without an announcement, NOW, what would EhE Egyptians £ afterWards?

That is their problem, Maybe they would become more realistic,

maybe they
would become unhappy for six oOr nine months, but eventually they yq,14

oblem as a :
become more realistic. (..bus PaSSi“g") % nationsg,

as a
country, and they can't pin everything on this, which has become for by
ait of proportion, completely out of proportion into a kind of natjopay
trauma, I think it is unnatural. I don't think it is healthy for them,
and I think they basically realize that this is not healthy for them, not
their real national problem, This is what I can say, I don't have apy
new ideas but I think those are the facts of life,

VL: But they are unpredictable to us as well, you see, and T

would say concerning your prediction and the predictions of the

Israelis, not only of great interest but also a source of information,

<

not -
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You know, this is a sort of again feelings of soviet psychology, nop-
political, whateverit is, That is my thinking, which T don'twant to pyg
without your blessing, I talked in Moscow about it, they said, well, j,

theory if it won't be anti-Soviet, of course we would help,

= oAan -
more than ey g
A £ Jerusalem sometimes gives o
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MEETING
June 15, 1973

VL: | never miss a chance to come here. It wasn’t your invitation; it was an invitation
starting in January, so no one could say | planned it to coincide with the discussions in
New York. So | have a sort of nice official cover. | won’t embarrass anyone. Well,
unfortunately even if | write something about Israel, it seems a kind of political issue
and Arab ambassadors begin to complain immediately... That is why | come here on
this pretext. It was for a cover.

| don’t know in which way you have been briefed about me and you have your own
reservations. Again, I'd like to sort of publicize myself in a way that | hope | prove in
a way, if any proof is necessary, my sympathy towards Israel and the way | am
speaking here is non-Soviet official; | am not a Soviet official - that is not the way |
talk in Moscow about Israel with any Russian official. That is why | take the liberty to
put things straightforward and please don’t take it as a sort of... black-mailing or
whatever, otherwise we will start with diplomatic language. Well, | know that you
have your contacts which | should know and you have your way of expressing the
high policy, what-not, and so on. Well, apart from political things there are some
number of personal things concerning Brezhnev which sort of coincide now and again
especially after Dr. [Mair] Kahane [a right-wing Israeli activist who became known for
his struggle for Soviet Jews’ right to immigrate] wasn’t allowed to go...

So the general feeling is that for the people in Moscow still believe that the Zionist
organizations are aimed from here and directed from here and you couldn’t explain to
them that you can[not] press one button or another button, that it doesn’t work that
way, the way it works in Moscow. Because you are a Russian specialist, you
understand you couldn’t expect from people to think in a different mentality...

There is no Watergate coverage in Russia at all, and all the Watergate in Russia is the
Voice of America, is jammed in Moscow. The Voice of America would tell the
impressions... So the idea is one would think [that] if you tell Israelis, you know,
please don’t embarrass Brezhnev too much, just press another button like Watergate
and it will be finished, and they couldn’t understand why you can’t stop that in
America. Well, that is the way of mentality of the mediocre people. And only one two
days left, you know [before the Nixon-Brezhnev summit]. You see, the idea is one
should personally think, | personally think that if my country’s situation to the extent
that the favor of the visit, is always like in the good old jokes, always blame Jews for
that. | don’t like this, that it will go on blaming Jews for that ...

And you haven’t got the Russian background, and a number of the things you have to
feel in your skin and not have it explained to you. And because the man [Brezhnev]
might come home and say: well, look after all the insults [i.e. - anti-Soviet
demonstration of American Jews] | got because of Jews, stop it, finish it. All right,
another ten years [of a halt to the immigration of Soviet Jews] or whatever it is, but
you should understand this sort of mentality of dictatorship in the sense that a man
can [make this decision]. [A] personal thing is involved, you know, it is too much at
stake for nothing. Well, that is the sort of feeling at home and [let me] tell you, look |
talk to people and | couldn’t speak on behalf of Israel saying, look American citizens
to do what they want and there will be demonstrations. It will be hardly any American
[Jew being able to demonstrate in front of a] well-guarded White House, well-guarded
Camp David, Houston is a military base you know, and is always isolated. But what |
may suggest to you, if it is all right... if you could say through your usual contacts so
you got the message and you are doing your best under the circumstances. Because
there are a number of people who jumped at our people and said, well, look, it is
directed from Israel. And now it is unfashionable to blame Americans, Jewish
Americans for anything that might happen...



MG: [I do not know] whether you want me to react on it, or you want to go on with
other points. | could react to this, if you are interested. The situation is a
complicated one for the simple reason that on the one hand, there is some aliya
[Hebrew for immigration] from the Soviet Union and we are glad. Last year over
30,000 people came. We are not happy with the precise figure but we are happy with
the phenomenon of the aliya for those who want to come.

Now, we have already indicated on several occasions, public occasions the fact that...
the contradiction doesn’t make too much sense to us. Maybe it can be explained to a
people who, as you say, feel on the skin the Russian way of thinking, or there is some
other reason that has to do with general considerations in the Soviet Union which |
don’t follow too closely. But the contradiction is that on the one hand this
phenomenon of immigration is taking place, at the same time there are all kinds of
difficulties... The result is public opinion, Jewish public opinion and other public
opinion, is quite worried because this is a development or rather a problem of Russian
Jewry has been a problem which the world press has not followed for many years
something like 8 or 10 or more years. This has become part of the things covered by
the press, and | think you will not disagree with me when | say that in the Soviet
Union now it is all to the good. There is a little more possibility to let such news come
out than in Stalin’s era, so one knows about arrests and even hunger strikes. Right
now there is a hunger strike of Jewish scientists. So the public opinion has its effect.

Now regarding American organizations and American Jews, as you said yourself, we
do not [have control over] Israeli Zionist cause and [over] Jewish causes in general.
And they are worried, deeply worried. But they would be happy if tomorrow there is
nothing to worry about or so little to worry about that one emphasizes the good part
and just ignores some side issues. But right now you have on the one hand a
phenomenon which is favorable but not large enough, but favorable nevertheless,
and at the same time the other things. So, this is how we feel about it. Now American
Jewish organizations are responsible organizations... To the best of my knowledge
and from what | read in papers, from what | hear from time to time from people who
come back, from their impressions, etc. they are certainly [will not do] anything of the
kind you described. Certainly they will not do anything of the kind. | hope - for this |
cannot vouch at all - | hope that some small splinter, not even splinter, completely
fringe organizations will not do something. As you know, the Israel government
concerning violent activities has expressed itself in the past, quite unequivocally. But
now we are dealing with psychology, the psychology of a man, Mr. Brezhnev. This is
difficult, what can we do regarding a man we have not met [Redacted]. Even though
this would also be possible, theoretically... So this is basically what | have to say
about it. | could add particular impressions later regarding what | call the
non-positive, the negative, phenomenon... regarding people who are sent to Siberia
and the accusations, the allegations, | don’t know, indictments against them are very,
very flimsy to put it politely. So | don’t know whether it is fair to say it but | heard
from David Bartur that you yourself years ago wrote on the victim of that sort of thing
and were sent to a camp.

VL: ... You couldn’t sort of blame anyone [for sending people to the camps], that is
like earthquake. | spent nearly ten years [in a camp] and came out, others spent
more time or less time, but this is like war. There is no one to blame for it. It is the
system. All the cruelty which goes on now, people sent to Siberia, the Russians think
it is justifiable and this is complete justice because it is not only Jews that are sent
there. The same thing is done to the Russians...

| keep saying give me the list of people [you want to get out]... There are a number
of explanations [which the Soviet government uses], acceptable or not, but there are
some reasons for [refusing immigration of certain individuals]. There are a few
students they wouldn’t like to let them out.... It is not a question of bargaining. They
say they couldn’t let three or four scientists out... Then they said, look, while | am
here in the office, you Ginsburg, would never leave the Soviet Union, and poor



Ginsburg is going to stay in the Soviet Union because of this personal attitude of the
official. There is no logic to that. Nor other things like, there is one colonel on the
list... They don’t have anything against him personally, they would let him out, but he
is a colonel. Well, you know, the colonel will come to Tel-Aviv, then he will be sent on
a trip... Then there will be Col. Varshansky who would know all the military secrets.
That would be embarrassing for the army. So let him sit for a while. This is the sort
of logic that goes behind. The other people - personally | was utterly surprised. |
haven’t checked it myself, but the same top official told me for instance, | saw him
the day before yesterday, and he said [to me, ‘why these is] too much fuss about it,
what is the reason... [that specific applicant has] been told now[:] as soon as you
apply, bring all the documents necessary, keep your mouth shut and we will let you
out. But he has not applied and the official told me: look, in a private conversation,
we couldn’t [let him] apply before [because] he gives an interview to Israeli radio.

MG: What an idiot.

VL: All right, he is an idiot. As soon as you say you are going to Israel they will kick
you out of the party. Or they wouldn’t give you documents.... People ask me from
London for instance to help Tiompkin. And there is a headline in the “Daily Express”,
this poor woman in a camp, but she is in a [labor] camp; it is no Auschwitz. There is a
limit. And there are also family problems... a father who wants to go to Israel. He is
absolutely ready to take his daughter. And the mother wants to stay in Russia.
Gentlemen, where is the limit? How could we discuss that on a sort of common
international level? For instance, the father was against his son going, pressing [to
stay] and trying to prevent his son from going. Now | saw him three days ago and
now he said[:] we want to go to Israel... Every Jewish family is a sort of small
tragedy...

MG: Regarding such cases, regarding this phenomenon of families, | think if there
has been some kind of arrangement by which we would be able to discuss such cases
- you can say to us: [so and so] hasn’t yet filled out a form. So then we say to you,
okay suggest it to him. And we can talk to him and you can talk to him. Then his
problem is settled and one other point of aggravation, point of trouble does not exist.
Or if you take the son of Levitch. He is not a great scientists. It is the father. He is
the son. And he has been sent, and apparently been sent to a camp where he is not
physically fit to be. The climate is not good for him... As long as the son [is there],
this keeps appearing in the press every week at least or maybe more, if you take all
the press. [Why] complicate it?

VL: ... There is a brutality in Russia. Sometimes they say no to you and you can do
whatever you want, that’s the [power of the bureaucracy].

MG: Here you are a little bit confused. | will tell you why. On the one hand, you say
that there is a problem, namely that there is a brutality, officialdom a certain logic
which I am [unable] to understand. Okay, this being so, you say sometimes the right
thing to do, if one protests, goes on a hunger strike, and there is therefore a kind of
war going on inside the Soviet Union, because as long as you have this problem with
officialdom and so on, then you must have a counter-balancing factor. But let’'s look
at it from the other side, from our side, and from the point of view of those who have
left already. Those who have left argue if this is so, then we also must make [noises],
and some of them make noises which really irritate. And irritate us... So we do not
control this. We can try and convince and persuade etc. sometimes, but here again
the contradiction that | sense in your analysis is that you say there must be some
protest, it hurts, the fact that stories get published in the western press and it does
help occasionally...

VL: Yes. It's contradiction. The only thing | said is if there is someone who could -
probably no one exists in the world who could - know the extreme to it. Thereis a



limit. Israelis protest and Americans protest. It is overdone. It might overweight the
necessity.

Talking about the people involved in the [Leningrad] airplane [hijacking] attempt [on
15 June 1970 by a group of Soviet Jews who were denied permission to immigrate].
The officials said now we couldn’t let them out of prison logically. They would let
them out and then there would be protests in Russia: ‘the Jews can have everything
they want, they get out of prison.” It is too much. You see, as soon as one of them
will be released in July or something from this airplane in Leningrad case, or some of
them are already released - not the woman, | am talking about the others. Their
terms finish in July or August or whatever it is, but anyhow two of them are coming
out this year. So there is no problem. They could go to Israel the following day, but
we couldn’t reduce their sentence at the present moment...

MG: | think | understand you perfectly. | really thank you very much because it just
verifies what was in my mind. However, | think you understand my points too... |
think now the question is, as you say, [whether] can one find the balance. And when
psychology is involved or certain logic is involved of a different kind which cannot
exactly be gauged, especially when one has no control over all this. People are
reacting independently... So to the point that you do not have control - by you | mean
Moscow in general, over officialdom, over certain mentality which is built into the
regime, how can one have control over the actions of individuals in a free society.

But coming back to your point about Mr. Brezhnev, you know we made already
certain statements, one by our Ambassador in the States, in which the hope was
expressed that this meeting would be a good meeting [and as far as] relations
between East and West were concerned, [Israel was] in favor of détente,
improvement of relations. We were not cold war mongers, we are not interested in
cold war. This is certainly our position...

VL: [Now,] about curbing out limitations, they decrease now. It is not artificial,
because that is what they claim. In Moscow [there were] about 6,000 applications
before, now about 5,000 applications. It is a seasonal thing. There are letters coming
from Israel whether it is so good or not so good, [Soviet Jews] think and decide and so
on. There are other people who would like to and haven’t applied. With There are
those who [do] not [have] permission to go and haven't left. It is more of a family
thing. Very small exceptions, the question is now about 30 people or 60 people for
whom you are sort of fighting constantly, otherwise there are no objections...

Another thing is how would you think about the idea of tourism before the diplomatic
relations or relatives coming here on the pretext of being tourists. Because there are
a number of people who would like to go and see Israel for themselves. It is positive

or bad or what would be your reaction?

MG: | don’'t have an immediate reaction to that. | would have to refer it to people
who deal with this and have ideas about it. In principle, | would say in the past we
were in favor of this sort of thing, but the assumption being that it was on a bilateral
basis, in other words, if there are tourists they go both ways. Our tourists can go
there and your tourists can come here. If it is on a unilateral basis, | don’t know...

VL: People do come here as tourists, not exactly as tourists, with a relative visa. And
then for a couple of months. It is much easier now because a lot of people go to
France and America. In principle it is much easier than ever before. Some of my
Jewish friends who went to France and to visit an uncle or whatever it is, they were
allowed to go to France...

VL: [Armand] Hammer was in Moscow, he has been to my house-



MG: The millionaire?

VL: Yes... There are a few things because Hammer suggests that the Soviet Union
should start a little bit of trade with Israel, because there is a most favorable national
agreement which still exists between the Soviet Union and Israel. He thinks it might
help to get [support] in the States with [Senator Henry ‘Scoop’] Jackson
[D-Washington]. This is the sort of more personal interest | would say than anything
else. I am not in the position to agree on trade, but it might be nice to mention and
discuss it... So | mean in state terms here in general, anyone who is ready to open
something... And whether Israel is interested, with a sort of neutral trade where no on
could blame Russia. Of course, you couldn’t give me an answer immediately but you
are ready to bring anything constructive and push it... Well, that is the Hammer idea
which he was also trying to sell Moscow and push there but again then comes the
political question. It would be interesting to know if there is anything else you could
add to the well-known position, officially well-known position, unofficially if you have
come to any, and how shall | say, concessions or minor concessions, promises of
concessions. If there is anything you haven’t said before... Well a lot of people, the
majority of people, are in favor of better negotiations between Arabs and Israelis, and
the Arabs are sort of provoking Russia to - push to be responsible to that... the
Egyptian delegation in Moscow, much more unbending and strict and tougher. Even
tougher than they ever were before. [They offered] no concessions... But Egypt
would appreciate it of course if Russia would start to press the issue. In this case
they would say: Look, what else can we do, they pressure us. This is what they would
like.

MG: Let me get this straight. The Egyptians would like to have Russian pressure?

VL: That is what he Russians understand, that the Egyptians would like to have
Russian pressure. That is [why] the Russians would press for direct negotiations, they
could present the case as a sort of pressure from the Soviet Union and that there
would be no way out. And the Soviets don’t like to be used to [be] blamed for that by
the rest of the Arabs... But in principle, Russia is much in favor of negotiations
beginning.

MG: That is sort of change in the Soviet position...

VL: Sometimes | am mixed up, | am not choosing the words, | would say. Itis not a
sort of unofficial message. It's more of a summary, so it’s easier for you to
understand the moods.

MG: [1] understand the mood. If | understand correctly, you have a feeling, you
personally, that this latest visit by the Egyptians gave the impression that the
Egyptians are more inclined to direct negotiations but would like the negotiations to
be-

VL: No they are not. Their position is much tougher than before.
MG: However?

VL: However, Russia is more and more now in favor [of negotiations and] always
advises [the Arabs to start] talks, and more and more in favor as the only way out....
And [in] Egypt also come people there [that]... would like that Russia, one had the
impression, would like the Russians to press them, not sort of advise them. There is a
sort of ridiculous thing which | heard from Americans, off the record, that we know
more about the position in the Middle East, negotiations in the Middle East, from the
Americans than we know from the Egyptians. That's the-



MG: Attitudes.

VL: Attitudes or let’s say approaches on the Egyptian side. [They] give us less than
the American side. So that is the attitude of these people. But we are sort of so tied
up with the Arab world that we couldn’t sort of break loose, and | would say that at
the meeting now we will be more bound by our alliance to Egypt, and the ridiculous
thing would be that if the Egyptians would change [their position and] Russia is not
doing anything, if they will change their position, because if it will go on then the
Soviets will be in an idiotic position as before that they are trying to press for
something that the Egyptians are already not insisting on because of previous
instruction, previous decisions, we stick to that. Egypt being more flexible on this
position, they could shift away from the rigid Russian position which the Russians
should do, without sort of trying to find language of conciliation... | am interested to
know if there is anything you could suggest sort of behind the scenes, if you could
absorb all that, shall | say, deadlock between the Russians and the Egyptians
diplomacy and American diplomacy, if there is anything you feel can be done, if there
is anything new which could give off the record... | know you have your own way of
funneling your thinking but then there is less possibility to discuss. If there is anything
new, because from all that is known it is not, not concessions, any ideas if you think
the Egyptians might change and it would help Russia to be prepared for that and
push sometimes Egypt, and then Russia would be responsible for all their decisions,
because that is what the Egyptians would like and that is what makes people
headaches there.

MG: | don’'t know if | have any new ideas or if anyone can have any new ideas
because the situation is such that it is difficult to have any. But | think | could explain
to you several things one tends to forget. Because [there] is a tendency to forget
such things and this doesn’t help. | agree with you one hundred per cent when you
said that in the past, maybe this is a hangover, Soviet policy was one hundred per
cent identified with the Egyptian position. Kissinger said [that] and | think he is right.
| had a talk with [a] Soviet [official] in Washington, before the Six Day War and | made
the same point: It is not good for you... | fail to understand why a super power should
commit itself so heavily on the side of one country, especially with a country that is
basically a problematic country in this generation - | hope not in fifty years time - but
Egypt is problematic, and you will get yourself into trouble. So therefore to the point
that the Soviet Union detaches itself, face saving-wise, from this sort of commitment
which is not a political commitment, this would be a good thing for all concerned, |
think. Also [it would be a good thing] for the Egyptians eventually because it would
bring about a closer realization of things as they are, they would become more
realistic, it would sober them up a little. This is the first point I'd like to make. The
second point is this. You [asked about] concessions. What is our position? We say we
are ready to compromise. A compromise from the Egyptian point of view is
unacceptable because they want everything one hundred percent back. And if our
experience with past arrangements was a good one, and if there were not 1948 and
not 1956, 1967 and the war of attrition - but all this happened. So we say therefore,
look, gentlemen, because the situation in the Middle East is what it is, Egypt has
problem, and today there is [Libyan dictator, Muamar] Kadafi and tomorrow there will
be an Egyptian Kadafi, or even this crazy man Kadafi could take over theoretically
speaking, if we could have an arrangement by which we get what we want -secure
boarders, after all it's a desert, it's a good thing, thank God for geography, because
we have a desert, we can have a defensible line.

We can be indifferent then to what happens with Mr. Kadafi in Egypt, and if he
assembles his tanks, we wouldn’t like it very much, but no war would come about and
the cost is a very low cost. Even regarding that particular cost the Egyptians could
come up with all kinds of face-savers, with all kinds of ingenious arrangements to
make it easier from their point of view, for the symbolical aspect, historical aspect,
emotional aspect, sentimental aspect, the fact that they are boxed in with their
position and so on. But the outcome of it would be as | described, namely that we get



secure [and] recognized i.e. defensible borders. This would be a concession [on our
part]. Because we could have taken another attitude. We could have said: you are
untrustworthy to us and because you are untrustworthy we shall now wait and expect
the moment when you become trustworthy and then we shall negotiate. We could
have taken this position.

VL: How much of the Egyptian territory do you think is necessary? [You want to]
divide Sinai and then it starts with all the desert here, you know, and Jerusalem is
probably you have settled now and that [is a fact on the ground]. Is there anything
new?

MG: Now, you see, here | can only refer you to what we have said. People get angry
sometimes when we repeat this position, but you see in a democracy [we have no
other choice than taking] that position... We could have drawn up the map. | think it
would have been a mistake. Even a map which would look nice, would look
acceptable to friends of Israel... So we haven’t drawn a map. But as | said to you,
there is no secret. We don’t want all of Sinai but we want a defensible border. There
would have to be a new line in the Sinai Peninsula, not where the cease fire lines are
now and not where the ‘67 lines were, to be drawn on the ground, on the basis of
negotiations.

Incidentally, since you mentioned negotiations and so on, | felt that Mr. Malik’s
speech the day before yesterday, in which again he said the Soviet Union would
never agree to anything which would be done outside the United Nations concerning
the countries, this was the idea, | felt very unhappy about it. Because what does it
mean, the UN? Altogether, it means that we have to take into account an
organization which by its very arithmetic is anti-Israel. Why should we take this
seriously, how helpful is such a statement at a time when all over the globe one is
negotiating different, directly?...

VL: What do you want from Russia? That is easier for you because there is no
decision in principle. What apart from all the usual known statements, | mean what
do you feel personally as a politician...

MG: You are talking now about Egypt?

VL: | am talking in general. In Russia, when | talk about the subject | talk with
different people, talking about the Middle East [with bureaucrats running Moscow’s
Middle East policy] and they don’t care about North America, and the others who are
[dealing] with America, [do not care] about the Middle East or Sinai, they don't care.
But for you, it is sort of in the role.

MG: [l want to come back to] the Jewish problem, the proposition that we would like
very much to see free communication, which means also no harassment, no arrests,
and also a solution of the very difficult problems which [we have talked about]. This is
regarding the Jewish question. Regarding our bilateral relations, | think that we have
in 1967 seen when there are difficulties this is the time to break off relations, and if
the Soviet Union is ready to set up relations we will certainly consider that. | would
add one little point. If we this time set up relations we shouldn’t do it - because we
had in our history ups and downs - this time it should be done so that we do not get
in each other’s hair within two weeks or three months. It should be a much more
serious renewal of relations. So if we set up relations and then three days later you
say we are aggressors and that sort of thing, this is a little bit - So this is regarding
relations. | am talking generally because | know this is not going to happen.

Regarding the Middle East question, we think that here objectively speaking, not
talking now about the U.S. and the Soviet Union... first of all Egypt, let’s forget Syria



for a moment. Here objectively we are facing a situation where the Egyptians have a
regime which for [its own] reasons about which one can be sorry has not yet decided
to make peace, to start serious progress towards conciliation. Therefore what can we
suggest? We can only suggest that one helps the Egyptian president, the Egyptian
regime towards the realization that he must make peace, that he must become
accustomed to the idea of making peace. We think on the whole we are moving in
this direction. It is not tangible but we are moving in this direction, and some of the
things you said also show that on the one hand, they assumed a very though position
and on the other, they also feel they have reached a point where it cannot go any
more as it was. And they say therefore [that they want] confrontation, they say we
must go to war... very serious business to go to war.

VL: Are you willing to give Egypt another lesson, as some people keep saying?

MG: Certainly not. From our point of view, this is completely unnecessary, against
our interests. But we are ready if they start, we are ready.

VL: Because the Russian military information is that you would win this war .. ..

MG: We don’t want to win a war, we want to win a peace. The cease fire lines as
they are at present time are good cease fire lines and we are not [looking forward] to
fight over the cease fire lines, what we are anxious is to reach agreement concerning
final lines. Now some people could argue that maybe the Egyptians are in such a
mood that without another war they will never agree to anything without that. We
doubt that. We don’t think another war will necessarily bring about peace. We think
that there is a process that will lead eventually to peace. We don’t know whether it
will last two years or much more, but we think there is such a process. We would like
to see that what we are saying, the way we analyze the situation, is more generally
accepted. In other words, do not come to us as you were in the habit before and say:
Look, here, we want you that what will happen is this, and you are doomed and you
are endangering the very existence of the State of Israel, etc., etc...

VL: In the meeting now with Brezhnev, Nixon, one should expect apart from all this...
super nations, super power [stuff, Nixon and Brezhnev will discuss] changes the
situation or help the peace to some extent in the Middle East, there wouldn’t be any
danger now of two powers fighting each other whether it's Vietnam or Israel. [In] the
meeting [the] question of the Middle East how become as number one... So there will
be propaganda on both sides and [you need] somehow to understand that anything
could happen after the meeting when both sides will be agreeing to help, you know,
and at the same time one might expect that the Arab states might try to undermine
the spirit of the meeting itself... unfortunately Russia still stick to the idea that we
have to support Egypt because otherwise the Arab world [would turn against the
Soviet Union]...

MG: Yes, | agree. You say it is a muddle, but it could easily become less of a muddle.
If for example, without even saying so much publicly, you would reach a conclusion,
and the last summit was a little in this direction, at least this is how the Egyptians
interpreted it, they were very unhappy about the last [summit] so if you were to
accept, whether you state in publicly or not is another question, that you have a
policy, you have interests in the Middle East, you have a fleet in the Mediterranean,
and so on, but at the same time, there are certain aspects that should be better left
alone, that if you get involved in them your commitment becomes very heavy and
this causes you all kinds of problems... In other words, the expression of defensible
borders, how neighbors live with each others, what borders they have, this is for the
countries themselves to negotiate, this cannot be enforced. Altogether peace cannot
be enforced... This is the crux. The question of the borders being the crux, the center
for this, this should not become the very point upon which all involved, all interested,
get themselves into trouble. This is what | would hope could be brought about,



announced or unannounced... Now, what would the Egyptians do afterwards? That is
their problem. Maybe they would become more realistic, maybe they would become
unhappy for six or nine months, but eventually they would become more realistic...
[The Egyptians] can’t pin everything on [the border question], which has become for
them out of proportion, completely out of proportion into a kind of national trauma. |
think it is unnatural. | don’t think it is healthy for them, and | think they basically
realize that this is not healthy for them, not their real national problem. This is what |
can say, | don’t have any new ideas but | think those are the facts of life.

VL: But [the Egyptians] are unpredictable to us all as well, you see, and | would say
concerning your prediction and the predictions of the Israelis [that they are] not only
of great interest but also a source of information. A [message] from Jerusalem
sometimes gives more than [a] message from Cairo...

Another thing. Once the attitude is, there is a kind of, that is my own idea, if there is
a sort of

the Soviet-Israel club or Russian culture club for whatever it is, done by the Israelis
with the help of Russians embassies and propaganda... | am trying to find a way if [a]
Soviet cultural center [would be reciprocated by an] Israel culture center in Russia,
but [if] there is anything, | can always talk to [you about it, than deliver the message
to] the friends | know [in the Soviet government] and discuss it [with them]... [these
cultural centers] will be a kind of recognizable link but at the same time, it might be a
kind of substitute of a body on whose behalf one could speak. They could help. It
would be something which is sort of supported and recognized [conduit for
communications]... instead of all that private messages, secret messages, sometimes
a word from this kind of club would mean something. You know, this is a sort of
again feelings of Soviet psychology, non-political, whatever it is. That is my thinking,
which | don’t want to push without your blessing. | talked in Moscow about it, they
said, well, in theory if it won’t be anti-Soviet, of course we would help...

MG: Yes, | would want to add this, not officially, | would like to say just personally
what | feel, and | think more people than just myself would feel about it. Point number
one is that our experience with substitute arrangements of this kind has not been a
good one. If we did that then for the next 20 years you just have that and you have
nothing else. This has been our diplomatic experience with such arrangements, and |
think the time will come in a year or two or three or more when we... will change
completely our relations. Then such a thing may become an obstacle. Point number
2 is that | believe [that] our relations [were] so stormy and unhappy since 1962 or
'63, for ten years now, such an unhappy affair our relations with you, in the field of
commerce it never worked nicely. So that because of this unhappy past, any
arrangement we make must be on a healthy foundation.

VL: All or nothing.

MG: | give you my personal view. It is a matter of checking with my immediate
superiors and certainly with the Prime Minister. And they may think too and she may
feel too that is an important thing and [Redacted] but is she were to ask me what an
average lIsraeli felt about this problem and talked with her about this problem, | could
guess by introspection what she would say would be in terms of what | am saying.

VL: Another thing is if | may ask you, from my journalistic position... keep itin
confidence and | didn’t say to anyone | was meeting with you. From your side
someone asking you whether | saw or haven’t seen you-

MG: You see, here we have a little problem. We must settle it. This is completely off
the record, obviously. Regarding whether we met or not, what is the situation there?
It is already in all the papers they said of course Victor Lewis is not here officially and
so on, but one has to remember that last time when he was here he met with



Director-General of the Prime Minister’s office, etc. So supposing - this morning | had
a call from the Israeli press officer. | thought now he is going to ask me whether | am
going to meet with you or not... | really would have been in a fix, because if | lied. So
therefore, | think that if asked we should say that you requested the meeting, the
meeting took place and was not of a general character.

VL: ...l don’t like to embarrass anybody, but on my last meeting with [Simcha] Dinitz
[formerly Director General of the Prime Minister’s office and at the time of this
meeting Israeli ambassador to Washington], for example, when | was asked directly
about the meeting, what could | say? Then the exact words were there saying Victor
Lewis says that now he is going back to Moscow, which is my original words, if
someone made a statement from this end... because | always play the role, if anyone
would like to talk with me I talk with him.

MG: We are not taking the initiative, | think. | offer a suggestion but I think we
shouldn’t take the initiative, but when asked, to say, yes there was a meeting. |
would say, yes, | met yesterday with the London Times correspondent and today |
met with Mr. Victor Lewis. What did you discuss? Just general things.

VL: | am going to write a general story as | usually do...

MG: But | want to ask you personally for my own gratification. From my point of view,
when | inform Mrs. Meir of this conversation, what am | going to say to her, roughly
speaking what you said to Mr. Dinitz last time, that you came to this country and so
on, but at the same time you were representing certain ideas which you discussed
with people. How do you want me to - ?

VL: You can say that...

MG: Then | can say to Mrs. Meir that before coming here, before coming to this
conference, you thought it would be a good idea to talk to come of your friends in
Moscow, and this means for all practical purposes friends dealing in more or less
three separate-

VL: Soviet officials.

MG: Dealing with three subjects. First, the Middle East, second the summit meeting,
and third, aliya.

VL: An example, about aliya. Three or four times, | usually go and ask what is going
on, etc. So it is the same here. So they give me last minute information. | say | am
now going to Israel, do you have any questions to raise, whether its Foreign Office,
whether it’s political row, whether it's advisors, what do you want to know. So now |
put it in a sort of summary way, because they say: Look, tell them so and so. It is not
the way | put it, but it’s the way | get the message [l do not want to give you an]
ultimatum, but that’s the way people speak... And your answers, they go on to the
appropriate departments.

MG: Yes, okay.

VL: If there will be anything else, | am planning to be here a week. If there is
anything you would like. | am planning to to Elath on Friday and come back on
Sunday morning. Then to see some friends here and then go back home. | will be
here until Wednesday. In Jerusalem, and other places as well. If | [can meet] any
politicians, simply ask to shake hands. If you could help me, if you wish to help me,
thank you. If you -



MG: Fine.



