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Zhou Enlai offers multiple dates on which the first nuclear test explosion may take place
and asks Mao Zedong for his preference.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Chairman [Mao Zedongl:
| think you have already read this report sent by Comrade [Luo] Ruiging.

A Central Committee 15-member special commission held two meetings this month
on the 16th and the 17th, discussing the nuclear explosion and other related issues.
They are urgently waiting until the Chairman's return to report in person, so the
Central Committee can make an early decision, hoping [to meet with you] no later
than the 24th. If the decision is for an explosion this year, the best time would be
between the middle ten days of October and the first ten days of November, with
preparations taking at least twenty days. If the decision is for a test explosion next
year in April or May together with continuous aerial bombing practice, winter
preparations will be also needed in October. If the nuclear explosion is put off based
on strategic considerations, and is linked with the second round of new base
construction and the production of missiles and nuclear warheads, a policy decision is
also needed.

At the same time, Comrade [Luo] Ruiqing plans to travel outside [Beijing] on
inspection tomorrow (the 22nd), returning after National Day [October 1st]. If the
Chairman is able to meet us tomorrow, we can tell him to leave a day later. If you
cannot spare the time tomorrow, after he leaves, Zhang Aiping, Li Xiyao, Liu Jie and
other comrades can give you a report. In [your] meeting, besides the [Politburo]
Standing Committee members, also ask Comrades Peng Zhen, He [Long] and Chen
[Yi] to participate.

After you have decided what to do, please have Lin Ke or Xu Yefu tell [Luo] Ruiging
and me by phone.

Zhou Enlai
21 September [1964], 7 p.m.



