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Summary:

Zhou Enlai notifies Mao Zedong and other prominent political and military officials that
preparations have been made to detonate the explosion between October 15 and 20,
depending on weather conditions. Attention is also given to the high level of secrecy
surrounding the explosion, methods of data collection, publicity, and the political
consequences of the explosion.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Chairman [Mao Zedong], Comrades Liu [Shaoqi], Lin [Biao], Deng [Xiaoping], Peng
[Zhen], He [Long], Nie [Rongzhen] and Luo [Ruiging]:

I am forwarding the October 10 three o'clock report sent via airplane by comrades
Zhang Aiping and Liu Xiyao. Please read it carefully. Everything has now been
prepared. | intend to preserve secrecy by telling him [Zhang Aiping] using code words
over a wired telephone line that we agree with all the arrangements described in
their letter, and that between October 15 and 20 they should decide the date and
time of the explosion based on weather conditions on site, and report to us.

Separately, please read Liu Jie's report of the same day. Chief [of the PLA General
Staff] Luo [Ruiging], please tell the General Staff Headquarters to undertake the
responsibility for checking up, coordinating and directing air defense, shifting to Liu
Jie the responsibility for supervising and carrying out the work related to data,
equipment and instrumentation, and the protection of secrecy.

Preparations are now under way with respect to publicity and political struggle in the
wake of a successful explosion, and will be reported on separately.

Zhou Enlai
11 October [1964], 1:30 a.m.



