Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

June 2, 1952

Office of Policy Coordination Requests State
Department Views on Radio Liberty

Citation:

"Office of Policy Coordination Requests State Department Views on Radio Liberty", June
2, 1952, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Obtained and contributed to CWIHP by A. Ross
Johnson. Cited Ch2 n3 in his book Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty, CIA mandatory

declassification review document number C01441012
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/114386

Summary:
Frank Wisner in a memorandum to Robert Joyce requests State Department views on

policy guidance for Radio Liberty broadcasts, to be organized by the Russian émigré
Political Center and adhering to a list of 21 prescriptions and prohibitions.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Blavatnik Family Foundation
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive

Original Scan

. BRMMILL S be s T T
c01441012 |
T e (N~
JUN 21952
—

1 EO 12958 3.3(b)(1)>25Yrs (C) APPROVED FOR RELEASE MARGH.

2009 N

VBHORANDUS FOBs ROBRAT P. JUYOH
Deparionnt of Stad

SUBJGT Requast far Depariment of Stm/aamu ot Proposed
Radio of the Ausricsn Cosnittee for tha Iiberation of
the Peeples of Ruswia, Ima.

1, Attashed hereto is a paper wilch condains the proposed besic
polloy giddinue for the Russian language radie thab is in Mreparation

as authoriusd under the projeet supporting the Ameriean Committ
the Lidaration of the Pwoples of Russia, Ine, tae for
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tachment 1

1., The objestive of the radio broadossts; supporited by the
Amepioan Committee for the Jibaration of the Peoples of Busels, is to
socentuate the disaffectian of the psoples of the Soviet Union for
their regine, and do sngoursge defection of ocoupation persemnel, by
snabling mpﬂm.lvu of the pmm of the Sovied Uniam who enjoy
freedon sbread bo P adine the tdcn of the ot Union in
terms denied offiel M«a radio activities. olitim Qenter
qualified to assums leadsrship of the exiled peoples of the Soviek
Union ageinst their wilers is now in the prossss of organisatlom, af
the cmnt th&t the Political Omnter is net established prior %o the

ulio broadcants, brosdcasts will be made in the nume

of a Jaint Gread Ruselan end non-Russian natdenality
groups. The nrsnnin \on in whose name broadcasts will he made will
be a genuine orestion of the Soviet emigration, Uhe function of the
American Commities is (1) to asalel the Soviet refugees to create an
effeotive organisatien of leadersilp, as it has been doing, and (2) to

make avalluble to them the means, radic facllities, and the 1like, with --

which they oan communicute with their felldw countyymen behind the
Iron Gurtain.

2. The breadoasts swported by the American Gommities are
to be Russian brawdcssts, not Ameriosn brmdcwba. Thay are to serve
the interssts of 3he Rusmian diberation momnt.<mt the "officiald
interests of the United States.) There will be no duplicetion of or
competitian with the broadomsts of VOA, The brosdeasts will not aim
%o explain or dafend Amerigan pelidy, propagate Americen ideas, sxtol
the Amerisan way of lifwe, build up American prestige, play Ameriosn
musie, or in othar ways snoroush upon the field of sotivities of VOA,
The radio of the Anerdcan Qummitiee is an organ of the psuples of the
Boviet Union, as represanted by & grouping of Soviet refugees who
heve assoatated thanselvas to assist in the struggle of thelr fellow
countrymen against Qemmunist oppression.

3. The redic of ths American femmitiee will be a guest on
German territery, In consideration of Weatern Germany &g a sovereign
host eountry, the radio will make every effert not to prejudice German
seourity, and, indireetly, Ameviesn interests therein. It will sveid
the question of destreying or vialently overthowing the Soviet Gevern-
mant, and will direct the brunt of its attack against the Balshevik
party vather than the Soviet (Jovernmsnt as auch or its speeifio
representatives.
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4s The bwosdenste vill be dizeoted in the Deglming pyluerily
to the Boviet amed forsss snd the Bovied elvilisn pmuwm

“W monew of Oeruany, Austria, and the satellite oousiviss, The

By vhons knewledge and idess in Sooxdinati
4 L ommed, fam the biaate guidsmses

vith this nemerandus wAll,
Abtaskment %% ip tie ovgantsabionsl asd Gombred SonospR.
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With regerd %0 th. costents of the Mroadossts, the fellowlng
ropresents the ocousliderations of the zaet knwlmhb indtvidunis
availabls, inelnding recend Soviet defestors.

Sueh signals indicate %o the Soviats that ve are inftleting broade
oant and allew then guickly to nxrrov Jaming on our vave §
they alse may give the listensy avay, Signnls thus lsge thely
purpose of indisating to the audiense the sownyoe of the pregran, m
1uuwmm-hmwumwwafwmmr,uungum
unpegsasary., Although a yegognisable voles aleo plaqes the listener in
acns danger, it is s%41) less dangerons to him than identifisble signals.
It i, in addition, an importont encouragenent paychologieally,

The hang restyrieciicns ly 0 musioal thomes ap to identification
pignale. Theiy use wvould make Jistening even more insscure,

The length of programs will e limited to 15 mimuten whieh should be -
ropeated over a 2iwhour porinda. The itens will be short and factual,

4o Muate

Music ls generally useless for the short propagends programs envissged.
The music whieh the Soviets trwadeast 1s equally as good or better than
any whieh we osuld produes ab tids station., Unless 1% serves a direct
propagands purpose 148 use will be linited to backgrwnd for certaln drematis
foatuves op for Sransition,

Youa i# of firet gonsidetation in pregyamming, The pecples of the
Soviet Uniem aru:itijelly intvevested ia hsaring the truth and in lesrming
of events abeut whioh they hear nothing bt whigh affeots then pepsennaly,
Straight nevs, nawe sualysis, and nswe commentary willl cotupy eoms 79

per asnd of totsl hyoadeasgt %im, leaving dhe rensinder to features, By
presenting cerdaln nawe items whish the Soviet listener can eagdly verify,
his sonfidence ia geined, and it lends oredense %0 othey news iltems,

6,

Progroms will be rebroudcest condisuounly during the day. HNews
broadonsts will oontain 30«40 per cent styeight news items, with the
renainder conmentary and amlym; pr hraedmm will be :!.ateuporseﬂ
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with fewbuse programs, tut repeated mers often than festures, Dead
scheduls of drondoant sestss 0 be (5007100 8.0y, 2945-6400 pon,
F300=13330 pumy, 1oeal Hioe,

Ta ‘ : 22 W :

Nows will be concerned vish jemor werdd events which can be shown
to have a veal and dafinite interest to our target undisnse, ¥
news 1taug vill be stresasd 1f they tangibly dan be shown %0 arffest

the present oy futnre of cup dayget audlends, "Hot Sews® is good en

tyuth ie o!utwntiapamwinnnigmmim, which mush be
positive, not refutery and nod depandent upon Soviet neve itasms, They
mst be tLosedy, hovever, in fallowing S8oviet exphases in newseasting
sven though the mmain romaios vith osur wtatlon,

B4

Bueh information will be suppiied to our station, fut will not
be treadoast mgg. in terms of the demooratic world, or in
soattered gequenes with no seeming puwypose in mind,

. rmmnmmmmumwmwmmm appyouch,” and Toe
fatary only in yare instanges, The vaice of the announsers, ea well,
will be stwong, anthoritative, knowlng, The features will enploy
matoria) wvith wileh the audiense is at lesst partlally Peamiliamy Soviet
histopy, reversals in Soviet polisy and the Coenunist Line; seforences
o rmd labor amips, purges) siste controls over passants sod vorkers,
and over saienee asd %hl - are important gospoaites. The gusatioas
1 be left im the suldierts ares "Why em I here? Why are my
1mm¢mmwwwamhmhmwm Where is ouy
povsomal 1idowiy?® Progyan materdal oust maics hinm think and lesd him
Yo disguas vhad he has heard with his oompades, Timeliness ie a most
{nportant donsidersiion, .

30 Reninmel Tosss

Ideological thezes aye to be svolded unlass accompenied by concyeds
sxamplog to prove She sbjest thave,

Religion has basionlly a wﬁ influence upon most Auspione, and
¥ill be mentionsd 1% Mahi of and present Bovisb atbenpia ta
reatrist vmhty . not be o dominant thems, however, in
tha pregrameing and oot bo streased,

Reononlo theses

_&,’e'ulri;h 1 f' e .‘v-v‘(l. ‘jw)';ﬁ".».‘.}-.ﬁ,%.,‘,:‘., »L:;'!. . ﬂgﬁks
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SECRET—

Seotrity-information—
Recnonis thaues ave of great inbarsst, mwm
interested in living conditions im the Wesd, and in mhnhal
advanoss, They went to familiarise mawu with pupj,n nys of
1life in the damooretic world, When used, sush m nadn m
ﬂowmmmmwmmzm;marm an ude

atiaingdle world, but from one closs to hand, whick undmtuul. mu plight
mum-mmmuw..tmmahmsmw aphoavldonjoy
ware it not for the Soviet regluwe,

mqumocmmm-ummnrorpm interest to the
wudienge; I$ will nob de approached with vitrislie harangues sgeinst the
Sovish preparedion for war, tmt rather by stating, aimply and mmuy,
the reapcus for renyming of the Yest and the resessity for pretect
the fres world's sysbems fyum Gtaliniet oontwel, By a)i mesns, the Soviet
peacs offunsive will be dedunked but in terss whieh show yp its r.n_la-mo,

not by mdesl o¥ investive, Thers ¥will be no disecussion of the
destruation oy vislent oveyrthrow of the Sovied govermment,
12, Zzesion Snemalds

mnmmcmwbnm mm and & distinotion boe
gonmmuzmmzpmmmu Red Arny, the ssourity
palies, and the rank and £ile of the Sommnist pariky.

S ge teesdem onspalgs wALY . opein PevElSy SR T T
MWanmnm, m&, at the proper stage, the ancourage-

vhish the mmmmmm mmuwm
towwrds the Uset masd not inolude jealousy. They must bs shown thad
ma\mwmwmm.mmwtummmm;
wmnﬂmmmmm-.m.mmmuamm
4 Boluhwvik yoke - that they, as fyes nen, oan sgeomplish
s nagh and miye in Russla,

wmmummmm.wmmmum.
enphasising the Aifferences in relationships betwsen government and
people, Whorsas S%alin and the pelithure saphasise the stats over the
mxvmn, this vadio will scosatuate the Lupartanee of human righds,
14 » end the abllity of a person to determine his own fubture ~ thess
thm polidly basked by conorete ex:mpies clese to the experienes
of eagh listensy, T:is material on Rusais muet be exsotl and trus,

T o e amg
e _ i

o
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5. e Bypurity-intormaton
mmw»rwuamnmmawmmuw

saroasa and iyony vhen ammpmm Humoy, vhen used, vill strsas the
politiesl ansedote,

There will be few theoretical analyses of past Sovieh asdlona, -nathix.
the facts will Do presented to spesk fur thempelves. Puture noves of the
Btalintst regine wZn tepend upsn Ats past patiern of aseblon.

Diaffootion frem the 3oviet vegiuwe will be onsoureged, 7The listenars
mash know viyy She Sovied regine must have ita mnesntyation caxps, ite
horrars, its eomplately umanring attitude for the Russlian pecpls in order
%o pewpetuste iisel?, The Soviet sudianae knows of thsse horrors Hhud must
learn the Seviet regluata mmwmmwm. muupmt-
_thopnwabuent.onglu be done,

18,

imnmm muwm, mmlmiatemom. dynanis,
poaisive in all kwroedoasty, The Soviets have xade equally as many, Af
not mowe, wistekes thanm tha West, and their mistakes will bde atta
mtmém‘ormu--mmmumwmummum'
Soviet, partioularly the foreed repstviation of fosmey Sovied oillmens
1o the UMK fellewing World War IT, muwt be asknovledged es something
sdsbakenly done i a apivih of umtian with allies, The
Rugelan theugalves vere originally mixled by the Bolsheviks,
aftor all, Ganeral Viassoy will nobt be mentlonsd &us to the controverslal
natuse of his nasd and symbol.

19¢ Refeshien

Defestion vill be sscouysged by dlvect as well as indivect appesl,
Piregtly they will be advised whet rot to do ae well as whet %o do in
onder susosssfully to defest,

An assuranes of friendly resspiion, cave, anda!.dinmmmnj

inbegyating the defevtors inte the Western eeouomy and gases of mmam
defection will be ineluded in the mmutn.

L et
mmr Wttt
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4 T B ’Wwﬁu»mmmm

h muﬁlm sphak in the. ’ 4 mmigye group. )
nover nene o

or diamzaa thes politicsl aims or aspirvatimis of WW " group or groups,

7, The vadio will not digouss tho futuwe goomphiul or politienl
fromevork of the USER,
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