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AY~ g~r Aussiraohe mit Genosse!). Fidel a a s t r 0 

~ 14; i;~mbe;'196a wa1lrend des .M1ttaiiss8M 1m 
GUrtel von Havanna 

• 

~uf eine ZWischenfrage des Genossen Tisch legte Genosse 
Castro dar; de.~ die Land;tirtschaft die Grundlage dar 
:7i:'tsch~ft Kubas Eei~ Die Versorgung von Havanna mit 
Lebenemittel konne man nicht lcsan~ wenn maL n~ch 
Hevanna al:as lietere und das Lend leer oache; M~ kc~~e 
~icht nur Dinge ~es taglichen 3edarfs ~portieren; 80naern 
:nar:. wUsse' besonders ;.Zi:ttel fur die Lanc.'.Y1rtsohs.f't in
portierer:.~ Zube. :::u.::: buch~te:b11ch e.:les i!::.portieren~ Die 

~e.g8 1n de:- DD:1. se~ S'.:nders. Die DD?. produzie;:>e SO % 
del' ~7aren sel":;st; C:ie SO·.7j et-:.l.."lion soge:::- 95 »~ j,~s geht :i' 

!.n 5?'rv~nne, n1cht, :,:e.:::. ko::me' e.uc.h nicht in llia':"'li an.:t"'.lfe:n. 

und ein!eoh ~.7,:,.:::,er. beste:len; Die f:gden van' H§..V~ I!!1t 
::ebe:a.stittel zu f':i.12e!l; se! c.as Probla:i:l l~r~ :; _:_ber d.s.s 
~&nd sei d&!~~ nicht ga~lstet~ ~Urae man ~es t~"l; n~:ten 

"'!'.I "l"'; 0""e'''' ""e'''''''c·.n.en.;.,. .... ............,,""g"'.,...,.,' I!"'"'-......... OSOQ I...i_'"Iost""o __0"'" ... ..o...L._ ............. ........ • ----. ...- -. ~~::::"a .o!~9iterJ< 

d~2 as frlhel' in Kub~ nul' Oehee~yaera'gab; heute gibt as 
eueh Trakto::'e:l; C!lne die ..nstrengunen, c.ie v;ir haute 
:::l:..che::::., kOI!.nen '::i:::- heute ·~berh::.upt keine Proble::ne losen; 

::.:s: t!ie Revolut10!! triu:lp:":liert hz.tte. kannten '\'.'1:' noch 
• •• 0 ~",/!J.J' J:> • T~ b D "i'l'll.C.!l1l el.ntlz....;. ~l.e p,«..()g:....e .... l.a i\'U as. ':'8 el.nz ga, \vas IilE.na verla:ngen ko:n:nte 'ovar' dEl."; ":.'"ir so rieni.g wie moglich Dur.ln

heiten mechen; Die 3evolkerung ~1z.r von den Ge";Tchnhaiten 
der ameri~anisehe:::l .:uebe:u.s';7eise beeinf'lu~t. Derjeniga; 
dar Ge:d hatte. ~::onnte' in Rube alIas kauf'a:n; ~'Jas es in 
der "ilelt Uberhaupt gab~ Im Volle gab es z·L7/::.r einen ge-

7/isseI: :Kla.sseninstinkt, abar .kein !{1cssenbe'!1U2tBein' 
Die Vorurteile gege:n.Uber deD _'.ui'bau' des Sozia2.is:mus waren 
gro.:er a:!.s in allen enderen :'andern! ;;,;n del' Universitat 

z. B~; wo ien 1949 studiert habe, standen von 15~OOO 
stu~enten nul' etwa 30 auf antiimperi~listisehen Positio
nen. D.:.runter ';/a.ren noch die kOI!lIilunistisehen Studenten; 

-.~ 
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Die anderen' interessierten sich Uberh~upt nicht fUr 
Politik; ~ir waren also nicht'politisch gerUstet. ~as 
Volk hat sich heute ve~andert. ~es natte d~~ls nieoand 
von ~s ~eglaubt; 

Zina dar grC5:3ten Sch::iier1gke:..ten n~ch ~ar .2.evolution ... 
~,7a::::, die Un'!?issen1:eit de:."' :?':ihra:- in KuOt".; '.:..:::.ran unsaz'e 
eigenen Sc~~1er!gkeiten~ 

Genosee Verner: 3e~ 3~u einer 
as vorl dt\:'~~n F@hler r:t.:.oht.i :!:!n nu:S ~1a ' 

) koZ':::oigiere:::.; 

.... "'.... 'l"ie~... .&. ZU"Jj as 0'''' ",,~.~ ..~.,:> ..... -'-ct.-c.,,", ClOo:": t~ .',,.. .,...<:)..., """'•• e:... ... , _ ...... " ,. .... .., """ ... , ,,,_i.;) ........_-. - -....,"'- .... -_ ::r:, .. v ....._ ..... _
-fangen so:::'lte. Du::.....c:'l UI'I..sere :-:r..\':i:::.seru.eit ~aben -;1':":: ei:la 
?:!.~e· VO'I'l D'(L~r..haiten ger.:e.oht; e,~ h~ wir ',;::.::-en ULf~ig 
aus Unwissetiha1t~ .i 

Genosse 'T.!sch: 

listisohe :anter'~Oc~ e=ge~ Z~G~=:e~~c~e~~ ~ uns 6acie~


seitig Z~ ~elfa~~ 


v':"e:
I ':Ie.S zu t-.:.n 1st, 

gesch!'ieben~ ;.1,;.C:'1 ::'ei.:i::.: :!:::.t ei..~e Zeit '::'e::::; ::"e;.:·'ne:lS '::'u:::'c::
!ebt•.Ll:::'e '::arke, c.ia :'::.r. ven ih- :iest; s:;J:."acile::. ;;'::..:;.">:i~z:=,. 

schrie"oe:l.. ~e:n.i:n. .::&!' ein ge:::.i.::..:e:::, :':e:n..sc::'. :::::::' 11;..t 2;els2t, 

Geno;;:;se Tisch: Ohne stuc:.iur.::. :is:: '~;e:':'~es !lst.:.~.t un;::' Revc
lution:1 von :'e::lin hatta:::. ':!l.r die 2.:;!cht nicht .::-ichtig <.;.n
7lendan ko:cnen~ 
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Genosee Castro: D~s glaube ioh; Lenin hat auch viel tiber 

die Elektr1f1z1erung gesagt. Des, was ar demals darJber 
gasast hat, konnta niamand voraussehen. 

Genosee Tisch: Wir mussen viel zur Theorie beitregen~ Uns 
ist klar; da.3 ,·,'r),.r ohne die Theori.e von Mar:z und Lenin nichts 
hatten e~reiQhen ko~en. 

Genoss e Castro: :'~n r;ei5, 171e :l~:.n a"'f'angen kan:c.~ ,,'/enn mSll 

~t der merxistisch-len~isti~chen Theorie ausgerJstet ist~ 

• Genosee Verner~ Jer ~~y.i$~ue-~eninis=us 1st eine Theorie 
zu=. :::::!'..d.e:":::.. l.lem n'..l.~~ nu::- a.abei a.S::l eigenen Ko:pt anst:t'engen~ 

Genosee a~stro: Unsers Revolutionare lesen alle Buoher von 
.nIarx, cngels u::.d ::::.enin. Sie lese!! tiber di.e Ka:opf'e fUr die 
'C4 i .:I, ..... g "'"er i:)"'rte" ... 1 'L. ~ ,_. . ,
"""... _'-"u..... '- ... c::. ~ a.er ..'::!o_sC.t.:.e~·I:l...r.:~ b~s sie zur Macht gekom
men sir.d', ~,~_e ber-eife~ d.en !:!arX!6:r..t2-Lell1msI:lU!3 theoret1sch; 
~er dann ko~t der =achste Scr.ritti der Schritt d~~~s 
des Soz1a11smus u.~a ZO~~1s~s. 

Genosse Verner: Eine der :7icntigzten Erkenntnisse des Merxis
I:J::.:l.s-~eni::.isw':ls 1st c.e.s E-:.L""ldr..is de::- J.rbeiterklasse :::.1t der 
Bausl'nscl:.r.ft, ei~ GI'I.l.!!d.setz, de:!'! ~1i!' elle .EI.!l';lenden; 

Genosse C~stro: )as sti~t, ~~~ =~S die 3ac.ing~ngen fUr den 
':.u.fbau des Sozis.lis:=.ls ec!:.=::.ffe:c.. 

Genosse Tisch: .Als ·,.,.ir 1945 oagonnen he-ban, ging as Ullsera;c. 
~::'L. d ..,en.on ss ,::::::,=.c~ -~c'L.·....... _~~~Q~S_ _~_,~ t,_~·!len,.......I. ~re!l ex:. e::l ~ ~. J..j. 1/ ............. _ trotz evtl." 


besserer 3edir..gur..ge~ i::;. unse!'e!: :'a.:."ld als in Kuba. '::.ber ,,'dr 

hatten ein ?ri!l~ip: 3s g2b einen Eodellfal: des Sozialis~s 
in der So'::j etU!l.ior..~ )E.S '::c:.r die GrundlE.ge fUr unsere _~rbeit; 
l1ir haber. den 1:ar.id.s:cus-1eni.nisous entsprechend unseren 

nationa.::i..en Bedingungen ange-:;andt. Wir haben viel von de.r 
So~jetunion gelernt. Sie het uns in vieler Hi.nsioht geho2

fen. Wil'" verschweigen de.s nicht ~ Unli es stiml!1t bis sum 
heutigen Tag: ','!er.n rP2.!l den SozialisDUs in der Welt erf'olg
reich zwn Siege fl!2:l:"'e:l ':/ill, kal~n es nicht so weiter gehen 

\1ie b1she!'. 
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Nach meiner Meinung m.Ussen ",lir uns fest UlI! die SO?lj et"..lnion 
scharen und die Beziehungen zur Sowjetunion verstarken~ 

Das haben \Voir auf dem 9. Plenum ausfUhrlich dargelegt~ 
DarUber muS man offen sprechen. 

Genosse Castro: Das ist logisch und gut~ Ieh meine, wen.!l 
die Deutschen nicht so denken -rrUrden, !:lu5ten \vi::=- U:!lS i:::,ren~ 

Es ware sogar erstaunlieh, ~enn 1hr eine andere Meinung 

hKttet. 

Genosee Tisch~_Und Ihr? 

GenO!!! Oe.!tro: ';/1'!' mUrnen rUoht ~1e3elbe ;4e1n~i h:;;.ca:l 
\ne. Q.J.e" • D .....,... .. .......-b....· gro~;)e !iOC-T . .;:.ch ....· eu "sc••en. '~ri"" __ ~'. e_ eJ.ne .., h ,- "l.4ng vo!. 

der SO';{jet>J..."lion. '.7ir erkeILllen sie e. '''''d he-ben aueh Ver

st~dn1s fUr ih~e ~~dlegende ?olle ~ir kanr.en auch4 

die NO~7endigke1~ ~"l, uns zus~enz;sch:ie~en~ , 
Aber das ~iteri"J.:!1 ist, de.i; ,'lir keine bedingt.:U!gs:"ossn 
Gefolgsleute de::- 80',-;j etjlTlj on s1nd~ ',7ir erke:""..'l.en ~n; de.:: 

•
sie das He;u'Otbolll7srk c.es Sozialis:::.us ist. I:l ~:;esen der 

e 

S~.che gebe ich de~, ~e.s Ihr segt, vol:ig ~echt, e.ber ~cht 
in ,der Pom, wie es gesagt :';irc.. 

Genosse Tisch: ~O~ ~t Ir~~:t =tis~e~ abe:::, ~bereinstimcen~ 

ienosse Oastro: ',7enr.. ~';i= ci'::e::. s:;Jreche~ ·:r"Jre.e::. -:iber aIle 
Proble!le, da=n ...·,1!.rten 'xir u:.,,!,s !?.u! ei.:!:l sehr ko:n~lizie:r~es 
G b~et begebe~. Ic~ =-oc~te sage•• a~~ It= a:~ ~eutsc~e-oh i einer e.nd.a~efl 31tu~t1o!1 Qt@~a:att'3a!' dar 50':: a1iun1on 
bef'1ndet als ":lir ." ThY' sai5 Teilnen.":ler des ·:!E.r.sc~::..ue::, Pa:-ctes ~ 
n-~t h~btIhr Ga~antien e enUbe~ einer io e~1elistische~ 
tggression.·Ihr habt eine gro2e i~z~h: von sowjeti;che3_ 
D1visionen in Burer Nahe di ar. 3urer Seite ka~nfen. Diese 
..:. ij .. ....... 


Bedingungen sind. in Auba nicht vori:.a en. ~':ir n:;.ben keine 
Garantie e en eine 1m eriaJ..istische _.~ ression~ '~:ir r..::...ban. 
keine 20'Divisionen die uns schfitzen. Ihr kor-nt r..lhig 
schlafen, ObYl0hl Ihr den ':restdeutschen Im:~erie.lisDus vol:;, 
Eurer Grenze habt. Sie ''.'Ierden 3uch nioht angreifen~ 

+=:
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'ter.:n sie E".l.ch angreifen, Vlird es Y.rieg gegen dieae .il..ggres' !Loren geber 

b) Genosse Verner: Dann 'I'flrde es nicht nur einen Krieg in 
\ Europa, aondern einen \leltkrieg geben~ 

j Geno!e! Castro: ~ir haben nioht die ~glioh~t~ aine Stunde 
ode:::- gar ei!le 15.nute so ruhig zu sein. Ich sege es Euch... 
offen und'ch.ne Pha~iseertum: Ihr'konnt als ~postel dessen 
auftreten, was hier gesagt ~~~de~ aber ~~r kBnnen in dieser 
Porm nicht sprechen. ":;ir sind in einer anderen 8ituation; 
Wir haben graGere ?,isiken als ;~r~ ~s gibt niemendenj der 
uns 3-? 1<'2.11a ai'1S t U$,'c-_~_ggression eine Hilte garentieren 
kannte. ~7ir haben ke1ne Gre'!lzen mit der 80wj etunion~ 
Die US).-:s'lotte 1st mac:ttigar E.ls die sor/jetische F.J;otte~ 
Ihr habt aIle Garar...tien, ':fir !ceine einzige; 
Ich sage es kla:::,: !dec'cgisch s±~d ~~r ein Teil der 
sozialistische~ Gesellsch~ft in den iele~' 1m Denke~ 
;m in den Gefii.1tle::'t- :~ber ',-ras dp 'mse....s -..:x1 stenz enpLtriff:t 
f6 Zamp! gege~ ei'!le~ Fe~nd deruns ederzeit angrei£en 

ann, in diessr.l S1:l."le s1nd ·.~·1r n1cht l'eil de;: SRg;*~1st1-. . -" 

e 


sc~en Gemei'!l~cn~ft~ 


:renn D:.r gle.-.;.bt, d.e:~ a1: eine P~ege von geringerer 

Bedeutu~g Dei, so =-~ssen sage~. da~ wir die Dinge doc~ 


mit e:lderen .':.lge!:. s ehe::!. 


SO',;j etu:nio~ ein g::'o.3es Ge';:icht in 
~o:::,al1Bohe~ Verteid.ig~~g vc~ Kube. besitzt; i!i1itarisch 

=
k~~ ic~ das ~1c~t beurtei:e~. 

Genosse Cast::-c: 7"iie Sc,;:~ .. ion hst ll::.!:: :lit 'Wd::'en ver
. scrgt _ :::le.s ':!isse:l ::.nc. ':!a::-de!l ',':ir anerkennen~ Die SO'llj et 
f§acht stect Z"...lT.l Schutze de!' :!):!)2 bereit I ebe!' il:l Fal.l; 
I eines .:',::lgriffee: des Inpsrielis:T.us gegen Kubaj sind. ~':ir 

au!' uns selbst gestel:-t. ';:1:::- haben ~7ef'fen von del' S0"I7jet

u.'"liC::l bekcr.nnen u~d ',','1::- s!nc ih:r da.f~ un.begrenzt dFa:nkb~r~ 
J,
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Genosse Tisc~; In'Ih~er Rede ~ 23~ ~u~~st ~ebe~ Sie ai~e 
These aufgestellt. Ss dar; kein staat ~us der sozi~-
11stischen Staaten 

Ge:::osse Verner: lroch ein Satz dazu; Sie hebe:!! recht, jed.es 

!iand 1st d.tvera.ntwortli::~ t:i::' =~i:le Verte::!.':'!g..u:g~ lcb. 
bill .!iberzeugt, da.3 c.ie ~::iste:::z u=.d die Starke d.el' S~\':j et
"""~o"" "~a.-"""""'. I::.:r e-·oo'·.........'1 - ,re..A. .....,.,-il' ge .o.llt..t:1'e"" a' e.... --,JfI '-"'-\040_'" 
~-'-	 0086......• ... e.... -J;'..... ....,&. T-,1'"\e......;·" -: J.' ...-.... .....Vw 	 ____ 

bis he"u.te die offe:::e .·.ggressio:l c.es US..-I:!::lperi.::.!is:::.uz 
gege~ IC':.4ba. ve::,b.i~c.ert ~at. '::e.re d!lS t:'be~ge~-.'"ic~ '!; d.el" 

SO""lj et-:..:nio~ nicht vorhe..."lde:::., ko=te n1e:nend se.ge~, ';;:"e 

heute die :'E.ge ibL.~ ·.la:-e. 
genosee ge:.stro: Das ist r:"cAt1g' U2:l :::'i4: abe.. &~g;;;' CiAa:.i 
de.!! as neu.e ~1!e:!fen e;i~t J dis entwic!:elt ·:'-Ilrc.e::: un:' '::':':: 
ei:c.e neue Situatic::l e~tate.nd.en ist. '::!.r sj rf ""j Rj" i;. die... 
sell geogre£ischen Gabie'!; al:::'e::!.::l~ ~7ere::l ':{i:::' i:::. ~o£:;., 

~g~e das eine ~dere Sache~ ~~s l~ob:e= de~ ~~te~atic~s-
listlus und der Uneb!le:z:.gigkei t ist fUr u:::!.S kei~ :'iert an

• 
sich. 

'.':ir sind rdcht so.lcl1e :'::enscnen, c.:::"e nic::.te1::l a:c.c.e:'es 

Kriter:!::: l::.e.be~ ·;:o!le~. ':7a8 uns be·....u.:t 1st, si:lcl ei:r:.:!'l::.ch 

Pakten; Wi:r ·oe!'i~de.c 14::'5 1:.iel' i=. I<.:ubE:.. 2:Ls ist ein Fakt ~ 


•
Trotz der !:!ei:c.u:c.g andere:!' :':ensc!:e:::. :o:lseez:. ·..lir diese

•
Rea:!..it!it sehen, da': ~:"i::, ~e!!~ :-:e1t VO"". ~e!: 30zialis-;ischer.

: 

Situe.tion be 	 ur durer.. z\';ei ? k-
tore~ erhalten konr.ten;


'r> 4W9~ J~._'n W~~;}.,@n u.n§ere~ :fU1e.@§JBias.z':.4erh..iter.. 

~ durcl::. die ~ore.li9che, okcno&::!.sc~e U~; ~j;ite!'ische 


Unterstiitz'U:c.g der Scwjetunion; 
11
I' Ratte einer dieser !?aktoren gefehlt, dann he.tter. ",-;'ir 

/	 nicht Uberleben ko~e~. 

~as die Zukunft anbei;ifft, so habt Ih~eine gro3e!'e 
• F 	 • 

Sicherheit , di e ~':ir nicht he.cen kon:.cen ~,._----------m.----..· ..___ --- 
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D's sind Tatsacr..en. 


Genosee Tisch sagte, wenn mar. Pragen eufwirft, ~~5 m~ 


sie ::::~ch ·C:ish.'"Utieren • .i~ber \"!ir kCinnen die Frege nicht so 

stelle~. Be ware nicht korrekt, '!,enn ~;:rir elle diese Dinge 

eufwerfen y~J.rden. Ihr seid unsere lieben miste', und wir 

':1are:l kei:=le g'~te.c. Fre'tl!:.de, ';Jenn '.ilir una tl±t j e~en sch:-;ie

egen Prob:.e::len be2.a.ste ...'1 ,;,-urea;._ De.s "../Sre ei::1 Fehler E".lei:. 

gegea'!!'ber. 


Genosse Ve:-::.e:r-: :::aa ~':ir :loet-ten, ist ein ::JIeinungsauste.usell. 

3i~ solener ~ei~~gsauste.~sch orin t uns nieht devon ao,
a b~te Pre~nde ~d Ge40sse~ zu sei Solidaritat .~~ Zus~e~-
arbai i; sind :::ot',~·e:.1d:"g. 

Ge~ogse r~fit"'fQ' IT?, """'~ rt·t-;.g • ..~·oar t~·i:? versughen. Ras.listen 
zu sein. =~erh~:~ dieser ?e~~it!t versuche~ ~ir elIas zu

• 
.......... "'''s ~ a::.£ Vlir
., ......._1 ;I'e:. at: :Such anzunaher.:l. 

~!o!.len docl:. ~ea.!.isten sei~. ~:!ill :::::e.n einen !.~llimeter 
vor:;e.rts ko::::t:le!:, so '::i:::-c' =''''.!: ei:.::.e!! !lillinleter VO!"l:7e.rts 
kOr'.r:.e:c. ·_Jo"·~ .". ..•.: .... .;'>"\'~ Kilometer vorriarta ko=men, so 

·,,:are!:. -:!i:, ~e:"!:e ?ee.:iste:=.; Hier :'iege~ die '::cJ::I:.':ierigkeiten. 
-::ir ::loc!:.te~ i!: -:.:.:::.se:::-e::: 3estreo:.:..::ger. ger:::. besc:aeide~ sein. 

'..:i:!' ::OQ:':~:t 6-!: ::il2.i=eter f~.ir :':il:i:leter vor-::!:U'ts kc~en. 

Ge:::osse Ver:!ler: ::11~ ::::.:..:- c..::.bei al:i.e:!'dings e.uc:!:! sahe::;: Jea ste.~!{er ~ ecies sozie:isi;i~cb.e :'e..nd ·:tird, UI:. so sieherer 
'::erde::: ·..:il'- leoe:.::. 

&oe::- G,~:c:a.e :Cinge e.nt'wickel::1 sich z\'lische:.:: sO::'ohen ~e:a.ae!::.en,
;
d:"e sicl:. en '''l:f'~ ~- ........ !:. '>;. denn debei tauchen auch 

?.ei"o'.lr..gen a".lf. 
Q 
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~e Beziehungen zwischen lln S Imd der Sowj etunian naben 
sicn au.3erordentlich ent'liickelt. Es Sob Ha~ente -:la r:ir 
vor groi3en Risike:o. standen. ~r.:ir\'laren sehr, se}::r sensibel;-Vielleicht haben 'wir iibertrieben. Vie21eicht gab es eine 

:.: 
Ubertriebe.r..e Sentillenta - at aus~ehe:nd von de::. gra.39::' Grs.a 

des Risikos, dSos denit zus~e~~gt. 


~es ~'!i!' nicht machen dUrf'e:r. 1st ej ""as ,-..de.': '.':i:- gleicJ:. einer.. 

Kilameter vO::::"':larts kOI!:Ce:c ':101::'9::', o1::.::1e das '.-:i'!' as ko:;,nen.
-
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

From the Discussion with Comrade Fidel Castro on November 14, 1968, on the 
Outskirts of Havana  
In response to an interposed question from Comrade Tisch, Comrade Castro declared
that agriculture is the foundation of the Cuban economy. One could not tackle
supplying Havana if one simply delivered everything to Havana and left the
countryside empty. One cannot only import things for daily needs, rather one must
especially import resources for agriculture. Cuba has to literally import everything.
The situation in the GDR is different. The GDR produces 80% of its goods itself; the
Soviet Union even 95%. That does not work in Havana. One cannot just call
somewhere in Miami and simply order things. Filling the stores of Havana with
groceries is problem #1. But the country is not equipped for this. If one were to do it,
millions of people would have to starve. Comrade Castro continued that before there
were only pairs of oxen in Cuba; today there are also tractors. Without the efforts that
we are making today, we would not be able to solve any problems at all.   
When the revolution triumphed, we did not even know Cuba’s biography. The only
thing that one could demand was that we do as few idiotic things as possible. The
population was influenced by the habits of the American style of life. Those that had
money could buy everything in Cuba that could be had around the world. There was a
certain class instinct among the people, but no class consciousness. Prejudice against
the construction of socialism was greater than in every other country. At the
university, for example, where I studied in 1949, only 30 out of 15,000 students
possessed anti-imperialist positions. Among those were the communist students. The
others did not interest themselves in the slightest for politics. We were not politically
equipped. Today, the people have changed. Back then, none of us would have
believed it.   
One of the greatest difficulties after the revolution was the ignorance of the leaders in
Cuba, those were our own difficulties.   
Comrade Verner: When building a new society, one makes mistakes. One just has to
correct them in time.   
Comrade Castro: That’s right. Without errors one will not be able to build anything
new. We had no idea what we should do. What was bad was not the mistakes, but not
knowing what one should do, where one should begin. Through our ignorance we did
a range of idiotic things, in other words we were incompetent due to our ignorance.   
Comrade Tisch: And for this very reason we socialist countries must move closer
together to help each other.   
Comrade Castro: Karl Marx wrote a lot about what is to be done when the revolution
is victorious.   
Comrade Tisch: Lenin also wrote a lot about that.   
Comrade Castro: Lenin? Yes, Lenin also wrote a lot about that. Lenin also lived
through a period of learning. All the works that one reads by him talk about it. He
wrote most of the works before the revolution. Lenin was a brilliant person. He taught
how the revolution must be carried out.   
Comrade Tisch: Without studying the work “The State and Revolution” by Lenin, we
would not have been able to utilize power correctly.   
Comrade Castro: I believe that. Lenin also said a lot about electrification. No one
could have anticipated what he said about that then.   
Comrade Tisch: We have to contribute a lot to theory. It is clear to us that we could
not have achieved anything without the theory of Marx and Lenin.   
Comrade Castro: One knows how to begin when one is armed with Marxist-Leninist
theory.   
Comrade Verner: Marxism-Leninism is a theory of trade. One just has to put one’s
mind to it.  
Comrade Castro: Our revolutionaries all read books by Marx, Engels and Lenin. They
read about the struggles for the education of the Bolshevik Party until they came to
power. They comprehend Marxism-Leninism theoretically, but then comes the next
step, the step of constructing socialism and communism.   
Comrade Verner: One of the most important insights of Marxism-Leninism is the



alliance of the working class with the farmers, a principle that we all use.   
Comrade Castro: That’s right, one has to create the conditions for the construction of
socialism.   
Comrade Tisch: When we began in 1945, it was no different for our leading comrades
as for you, despite the potentially better conditions in our country than in Cuba. But
we had one principle: there was a model case of socialism in the Soviet Union. That
was the basis for our work. We applied Marxism-Leninism according to our national
conditions. We learned a lot from the Soviet Union. It helped us in many respects. We
do not keep that a secret. And it’s true to this day: if one wants to successfully lead
socialism in the world to victory, it cannot continue as it has. In my opinion we have
to rally closely around the Soviet Union and strengthen relations to the Soviet Union.
We declared that explicitly at the 9th Plenum. One must speak openly about this.   
Comrade Castro: That is logical and good. I mean, if the Germans did not think this
way, we would have to be wrong. It would be astounding if you had another opinion.  

Comrade Tisch: And do you?  
Comrade Castro: We do not have to have the same opinion as the Germans. We have
great esteem for the Soviet Union. We appreciate them and have an understanding
for their pivotal role. We also know the necessity of banding together. But the
criterium is that we are not unconditional followers of the Soviet Union. We
appreciate that they are the main bulwark of socialism. In its very nature, I admit that
what you said is completely right, but not in the form in which it was said.    
Comrade Tisch: Form and content must however correspond.   
Comrade Castro: If we were to speak openly about all problems, then we would find
ourselves in very complicated territory. I would like to say that you as Germans find
yourselves in a very different situation vis-à-vis the Soviet Union than we do. You are
adherents to the Warsaw Pact. With this, you have guarantees with regards to an act
of imperialist aggression. You have a great number of Soviet divisions in your
proximity that would fight at your side. These conditions are not present in Cuba. We
have no assurance against an act of imperialist aggression. We do not have 20
divisions that protect us. You can sleep peacefully even though you have West
German imperialism at your border. They will not attack you. If they do attack you,
there will be a war against these aggressors.   
Comrade Verner: Then there would not just be a war in Europe, but rather a world
war.   
Comrade Castro: We do not have the possibility to be so calm for an hour or even a
minute. I tell you openly and without hypocrisy: you can be an apostle for that which
has been said here, but we cannot speak in this form. We are in a different situation.
We have greater risks than you. There is no one who would guarantee us help in the
case of an act of US aggression. We do not have any borders with the Soviet Union.
The US fleet is more powerful than the Soviet fleet. You all have guarantees, we not a
single one. I say it clearly: ideologically, we a part of the socialist society, in goals, in
thought and in feeling. But regarding our existence in the struggle against the one
enemy who can attack us at any time, in this sense we are not part of the socialist
community.   
If you believe that all that is a matter of minor importance, so we must say that we
see things with different eyes.   
Comrade Verner: One must also say clearly that the Soviet Union possesses great
weight in the political and moral defense of Cuba. Militarily I cannot say.   
Comrade Castro: The Soviet Union supplied us with weapons. We know that and will
appreciate that. Soviet power stands ready to protect the GDR, but in case of an
imperialist attack against Cuba, we are on our own. We received weapons from the
Soviet Union, and we are unstintingly grateful for that.  
Comrade Tisch: In your speech on August 23rd you deployed a hypothesis: no state
can be allowed to be broken out of the socialist community of states.   
Comrade Verner: One more sentence in addition to that. You are right that every
country is jointly responsible for its defense. I am convinced that the existence and
the strength of the Soviet Union and your determined struggle against imperialism



have thwarted open aggression by US imperialism against Cuba to this day. If the
preponderance of the Soviet Union was not at hand, no one could say what the
situation would be today.   
Comrade Castro: That is correct. But one also has to see that there are new weapons
that have been developed and that a new situation has arisen. We are alone here in
this geographic area. If we were in Europe, that would be another matter. The
problem of internationalism and independence is in itself of no value for us.   
We are not such people who do not want to have a different criterium. What is known
to us are simple facts. We find ourselves here in Cuba. That is a fact. In spite of the
opinion of other people we have to see the reality that we are very far away from the
socialist countries, that we find ourselves in a special situation that we could only
preserve through two factors:   
a. though the will of our country to survive  
b. through the moral, economic and military support of the Soviet Union.  
Had one of these factors been missing, then we could not have survived.   
What concerns the future, you have a greater security that we cannot have.   
Those are facts.   
Comrade Tisch said if one raises issues, one also has to discuss them. But we cannot
pose the question so. It would not be correct if we raised all of these things. You are
our dear guests, and we would not be good friends if we burdened ourselves with
those difficult problems. That would be a mistake with regards to you.  
Comrade Verner: What we would like is an exchange of views. Such an exchange of
views does not take us away from being good friends and comrades. Solidarity and
cooperation are essential.   
Comrade Castro: Yes, correct. But we try to be realists. Within this reality, we try to
do everything that one can in order to approach you. We want to be realists,
however. If one wants to move a millimeter forward, one will move a millimeter
forward. If we wanted to move a kilometer forward, we would not be realists. Here lay
the difficulties. We want to be modest in our endeavors. We would like to move
forward millimeter by millimeter.   
Comrade Verner: One must certainly also see: the stronger that every socialist
country becomes, the safer we will live.   
Comrade Castro: It would be wrong to think that we possess an unfriendly attitude
vis-à-vis the Soviet Union. Our attitude is diametrically opposed to that. It is realistic.
It proceeds only from the facts. The Soviet Union played a decisive role in our
development, in our revolution. Relations between us and you have developed
greatly. There were sensitivities in certain moments, but such things develop
between such people that have drawn close together because frictions show up in
this.   
Relations between us and the Soviet Union have developed exceptionally. There were
moments when we stood before great risks. We were very, very sensitive. Maybe we
overdid it. Maybe there was an exaggerated sentimentality proceeding from the high
degree of risk associated with that.   
What we cannot do is this: that we immediately want to move a kilometer ahead
without being able to.   


