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SECF\EI,  
~ION: AMEMBASSY SEOUL - IMMEDIATE 

NODIS 
CHEROKEE 

E.O. 12065: RDS-3, 6/8/99 (HOLBROOKE, RICHARD)  

SUBJECT: KOREA TRILATERAL -- RESPONSE TO FOREIGN MINISTRY  
DIALOGUE 

REFS: (A) Seoul 8350, (B) Seoul 8365 

1. (S) - Entire text. 

2. Consultations reported in refte1s have been most helpful, 

and we are pleased at the constructive and thoughtful approach 

obviously being taken by ROKG on this matter. Ambassador is 

authorized to convey following additional points in response 

to questions Foreign Minister and Assistant Minister have 

raised. 

3. We fully agree that dramatic new initiatives must be made 

under conditions which will encourage a favorable result. 

Joint announcement of a proposal by the two presiden~ 

would clearly symbolize the ROK-US cooperation on this issue, 

and present Pyongyang with a proposal which shows that we 

cannot be divisively manipulated. 

4. Following replies are keyed to questions in para 3 of 

Ref b. 

A. As Ambassador and Charge have made clear, we believe 

a proposal usefully can be made for a high-level trilateral 

meeting, not necessarily at the Summit. 
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Korean economic difficulties must collectively be placing 

increasing pressure on Kim II-sung to change North Korean 

policies. Diplomatic efforts which are closely coordinated 

between the ROK and US to prevent arousing Pyongyang's hopes 

of manipulation can increase the pressure for the necessary 

change in the North's policy of rejecting coexistence. 
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