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REFI STATE 139719

ls (S) ENTIRE TEXT,

2. BEGIN SUMMARY! PRESIDENT PARK TOLD ME HE waugu REVIEW
WITH HIS STAFF AND THEN RESPOND TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S
PROPOSAL THAT THE US AND ROK JOINTLY PROPDSE A NORTH
KDREA/SOUTH KDREA/US TRIPARTITE SUMMIT MEETING TO TEST
PYONGYANG'S INTENTIONS, PARK INDICATED THAT HE WOULD

BE LESS TROUBLED BY A TRIPARTITE MEETING IN WHICH THE U$
AND ROK WERE "ON THE SAME SIDE" THAN BY DNE WHERE THE US
WAS AN 9INTERMEDI!ARY," HE BELIEVES THERE IS NO QURRENT
PROSPECT FOR PROGRESS WITH NORTH KOREA EVEN THOUGH THERE
MAY BE MERIT IN A DIPLOMATIC GESTURE TO TEST NORTH

KOREAN INTENTIONS., HE INDICATED THAT THE LACK OF A US
DECISION DN THE TRODP WITHDRAWAL ISSUE wOULD COMPLICAYE
HIS CONSIDERATION OF A DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE, AND HE
EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER NORTH KOREA!'S CONTINUING EFFODRTS
TO DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN THE US AND RDK, ALTHOUGH PARK
TOOK THE PRESENTATION IN A FRIENDLY, MATTER=DE=FALT

WAY; 1 THINK WE WILL HAVE AN UPHILL BATTLE IN TRYING T(Q
CONVINCE THE ROKG OF THE UTILITY OF A DRAMATIC -PROPOSAL
AND TO DAMPEN SUSPICION THAT DUR POLICY TOWARD PYONGYANG
IS ON THE EVE QF CHANGES, 7O THE EXTENT WE CAN EMPHAS]LE
DUR ROLE AS AN ALLYs OUR TASK WILL BE EASIER, END SUMMARY,
3, AS INSTRUCTED I SAW PRESIDENT PARK TODAY YU TELL HIM
THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WOULD LIKE HIS FORTHCOMING VISIT 7O
KDREA TO RESULT IN A JOINT US/ROK PROPOSAL FOR TRIPARTITE
SUMMIT TALKS WITH NORTH KOREA TO TEST PYONGYANG'S WILLING=
NESS TO REDUCE TENSIONS, I .STUCK CLOSELY TO THE FORMU=
LATIONS USED REFTELs STRESSING THE CONSTANCY OF QUR BASIC
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POLICY ON NEGOTIATIONS AND OUR DETERMINATION TO PREVENT
NORTH KOREAN EFFORTS TO UNDERCUT THE ROK'S POSITION, IN
"ADDITIONs I (A) REVIEWED BRIEFLY WITH PARK RECENT DISm
CUSSIONS IN PYDNGYANG AND PEKING WHICH HAVE LED VISITORS
TO BELIEVE THAT THE NORTH KDREANS ARE BEING LESS UNREASONa
ABLE, IN PART TO ENCOURAGE DIRECT US/NDRTH KOREAN TALKS;)
(8) ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE PRINCIPAL AGENTS FOR REDUCING
NORTH/SOUTH KOREAN TENSIDNS WOULD MAVE TO BE THE ROK AND
DPRK WITH THE US PLAYING A SUPPLEMENTARY ROLE AS AN ALLY
WITH MI|,ITARY FORCES STATIONED IN THE ROKS AND (C§ NDTED
THAT A TRIPARTITE SUMMIT MEETJNG WOULD BUILD ON PARK!S

OWN INITIATIVE OF JANUARY 15 IN WHICH HE DFFERED TO MEET
WITH NORTH KOREANS AT ANY PLACE, ANY TIME, ANY LEVEL,
WITHOUT CONDITIONS,

4, PARK APPEARED TO TAKE MY PRESENTATION AS A PRIENDLYj
STRAJGHTFORWARD EXPLORATION, BASICALLY HE SAID THAT HE
HAD NDT GIVEN THE MATTER ENOUGH THOUGHT AMD WOULD HAVE

TO CONSULT WITH HIS STAFF BEFORE GIVING US HIS REACTION.
HE SAID HE HAD HIMSELF MADE AN OFFER ON JANUARY }9 EMw
BRACING THE IDEA OF A NORTH/SOUTH SUMMIT MEETING, SINCE
THAT TIME HE WAD SEEN NO EVIDENCE OF ANY BASIC CHANGE IN
THE NORTH KOREAN STAND. FRODM WHAT THE NORTH KOREANS HAD
TOLD WALDHEIM AND CORRESPONDENTS AS WELL AS WHAT 1 HAD
TOLD HIM OF CHIMESE COMMENTS TO HOLBROOKE, HE SUSPECTED

A TRIPARTITE SUMMIT PROPOSAL WOQULD PROVE FUTILE, NEVER=
THELESS, HE RECOGNIZED WHY WE MIGHT WANT TO TEST NORTH
KOREAN ACTIONS THROUGH A DIPLOMATIC GESTURE, AND THAT

THE PRDS AND CONS OF DOING SO SHOULD BE WEIGHED YERY
CAREFULLY,

5, PARK NOTED THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST TWO KINDS DF
TRIPARTITE MEETINGST THE KIND ARRANGED BY PRESIDENT CARTER
BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL WHERE THE PRESIDENT WAS ESSEN=
TIALLY AN INTERMEDIARY AND THE KIND WHERE PRESIDENT CARTER
WOULD -BE "ON DUR SIDE," IN RESPONSE YO H!S QUESTION AS To
WHICH WE HAD IN MIND, I SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD BE BEST

IF 1 OBTAINED AN AUTHORITATIVE WASHINGTON STATEMENT-=
NEVERTHELESSs THE ROK AND US WERE ALLIES AND } COULD NQT
ENVISAGE A SUMMIT WHERE DUR BEHAVIOR WOULD NOY ALWAYS
REFLECT THIS BASIC FACT, WE WERE FULLY CONSCIOUS DF NORTH
KOREAN EFFORTS TO UNDERCUT THE ROKIS STATUS BY TRYING TD
DEAL DIRECTLY WITH US,

6y PARK ALSD ASKED WHETHER WE HAD IN MIND BEGINNING WITH
A TRIPARTITE SUMMIT MEETING QR PERHAPS "TITO=STY[E,"
BEGINNING WITH LOWER LEVEL MEETINGS LEADING TO A SUMMIT,
BT .
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1 SAID THAT QUR CURRENT CONCEPT WAS A TRIPARTITE SUMMET.
THIS DID NOT MEAN WE WOULD NOT ENTERTAIN ROK SUGGEST]ONS
FOR SOME OTHER TRIPARTITE FORUM, MOREOVER, WE RECOGN$ZED
THAT THERE WOULD HAVE TO BE CONTINUING ARRANGEMENTS FOR
NORTH/SOUTH KOREAN BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS,
7« PARK PROMISED TO STUDY OUR PROPOSAL PROMPTLY AND
CONVEY HIS REACTIONS TO ME DN WASHINGTON IF HE HAD ANY
OEFINITIVE VIEWS BEFORE MY RETURN TD SEOUL. HE SAID WE
WISHED TD REMIND ME OF THREE IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONST
FIRSTs» HE FELT THAT THE PROPER US APPROACH TO NORTH KOREA
WOULD BE TD MAINTAIN THE $SAME FIRM POSITION WE .HAD TAKEN
SO FARy, THE US SHOULD NDT MAKE CONCESSIONS TO NORTH
KOREA BUT SHOULD INSTEAD CONTINUE TO TRY TO PERSVADE THE
PRC AND SOVIETS TO ENCOURAGE A MORE MODERATE NORTH KOREAN
STAND, SECOND, WHILE IT WAS TRUE THAT THE KOREAN GOVERN=
MENY AND PEOPLE WERE CONSIDERABLY REASSURED ON:THE
SECURITY QUESTION, THERE WAS STILL CONTINUING CONCERN,
ALMDST ALL SDUTH KOREANS SHARED PARK!S OPINION THY THE US
SHOULD NAT WITHDRAW ANY FURTHER GROUND FORCES, VYET, IT.
WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT WE HAD NDT REACHED A DECISIipN
ON THIS MATTER, THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD MAKE T MDRE
DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO UNDERTAKE A DRAMATIC DIPLOMAYIC
INITIATIVE, FINALLY, HE REITERATED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT
HAD FOUND NO GROUNDS FOR OPTIMISM IN THE RECENT n;nLusue
AT PANMUNJOM, WHATEVER THEIR PROPAGANDA, THE BAS1C
THRUST OF PYONGYANG'S POSITION WAS TD IGNORE AND REPUDJATE
THE ROK AND SEEK TO DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN US, FORTUNATELY
THE US HAD BEEN VERY ALERT TO THIS AND SO FAR; SDUTH KOREA
HAD BEBEN VERY REASSURED, ] TOLD THE PRESIDENT THAT MY
INSTRUCTIONS WERE VERY CLEAR ON THIS POINT AND THAT HE
COULD REST ASSURED,
8, COMMENTT 1 CANNOT AT THIS POINT PREDICT JUST WHAT
PRES]IDENT PARK'!'S MEASURED RESPONSE WILL BE, DN THE ONE
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HAND, HE WAS MORE RELAXED THAN 1 HAD EXPEQTED AND QN

THE DTHER HIS DEEP SUSPICION AND FEAR DF NGRTH KOREAN
MANIPULATION WERE MANIFESY, DUR DIALDGUE HAS GOTTEN OFF
'TO A CALM START AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL WITH EXPLANA¥JONS
WHICH SOULD HELP CALM CERTAIN FEARS, WE ARE, HOWEVER,
FIGHTING AN UPHILL BATTLE, AMONG THE DBSTACLES THAT WE
MUSY OVERCOME ARE! (A) THE ANXIETY THAY WE ARE DECJBERATELY
SEEKING TO CREATE A DIPLOMATIC/POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE TO
JUSTIPY OUR ORIGINAL TRODP W]THDRAWAL SCHEDULE DR INADw
VERTENTLY OPENING OQURSELVES TO PYONGYANG PRESSURE QN

THE SECURITY 1SSUEJ (B) FEAR THAT THE US WILL BE COMw-
PELLED BY THE SWEEP OF EVENTS TD ARRANGEMENTS DENEGRATING
THE EQUAL STATUS OF THE ROK IN RELATION TD THE DPRKJ 16}
CONVICTION THAT LESS DRAMATIC MEASURES ARE CALLED FOR

TO RESOLVE SUCH A LONG,» BITTER CONFRONTATION,

9 I WILL BE PREPARED TO AMPLIFY ON RETURN TOD'
g#SH!NGTDN. GLEYSTEEN :
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