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Summary:

Cord Meyer forwards to Allen Dulles, with extensive comment, deputy undersecretary of
state Robert Murphy’s review, dated November 26, 1956, of selected RFE Hungarian
program scripts. Meyer also forwards a CIA/IOD memorandum on RFE policy and
program review procedures.
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(€) November 26, 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR:

SUBJECT: RFE Radio Broadcasts to Hungary

REFERENCE: Your memorandum, 10-111, November 20, 1356

The RFE scripts forwarded to- 'khe memorandum
under reference were read by Identity A, whose comments are as follows:

“I have reviewed the material furnished the Department on the basis
o1 the selection of scripts made available. From this small proportion
of the total broadcast material the following conclusions would seem to
be justified:

a. From the outset, some commentaries disregarded the established
policy of fostering political objectives considered to be realistically
attainable, launched strong attacks on Imre Nagy (even on the date he
had called for the withdrawal of Soviet troops and the neutralization of

Hungary), and stressed "'maximum’' demands unlikely to be acceptable
to the USSR.

b. There tended to be close identification of RFE with the patriots,
which may have given the impression to excited Hungarian listeners
that RFE, Kknown to be an American organization, was behind both them
and their demands. This identification also was contrary to policy guidance,
although to some degree unavoidable in the light of deliberate RFE policy of
speaking as '‘the voice of free Hungary’ and the '""Hungarian opposition".

c. If the objective was to secure Soviet withdrawal from Hungary, or
at least a relaxation of Soviet control, the use of invective in referring to
the Soviets ('whining dogs', etc.) may have promoted Soviet cbduracy.

d. The temper of the American and other Western peoples in the
tface of the Soviet onslaught appears to have been exaggerated. The
Western peoples were reported as 'filled with rage', fully conscious
that the Hungarians wer fighting ‘our'' battle. Hungarian listeners
might have concluded that a iogical sequel to this emotional upheaval 1n
the West would be some form ot aid.

e. Some of the commentar:ies implied that "something"would be done

bv the UN 1in their behalf. For example, a cornmentary on Noveruber 3
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appeared to drew a parallel between the Korean War and the Hungarian
revolt, and pointedly mentioned that the "uniting for peace" resolu-
tion could circumvent a USSR Security Council veto of action. Fven
an unimaginative Hungarian listener would draw the inference that UN
activity analagous to that taken in Korea at least was possible.

f. Similarly, the influence of the Hungarian emigration in bringing about
western ald was considerably exaggerated, and wmay well have given a
false impression to the patriots. On November 265, a commentary stated that
the Hungarian National Council was bending all efforts to "speed up inter-
vention of foreilgn governments', with the offices of the “ouncil resembling
"a military headquarters". On October 31, a commentator describing emigre
accivity mentioned that "volunteers want to sign up in the miversities".
"mile this had reference to medical and other aid, a wrong inference could
be ms& drawn in a nation in which "volunteers"” were joining the fighting.

These conclusions, of course, raise basic questions regarding the extent
to which RFE operations are being carried on within the context of established
policy guidance and whether it is possible to have really effective control of
operations under existing procedures.”
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16 Bovenmber 1956

MEMOBRANDUN POR THE RECORD
SUBMJECT: RFR Polioy Progedures and Program Content Heview

1. RFE stretegic policy is wased on & policy haadhook written in
1951 sad sipplemsated by twenty-seves strategic guidances on major events
as they arcae. mm&mmmwummmm
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L,— T T TR wEEAr  PUASYY FRVIOOE TED SRR TEVIEEN 1
R Thut the yevision has mot yet besan spmovER By
tES FTESIOANT Of ths Free Furcpe Committee, Ceneysl Crittenberger.

2, Daily tactical polisy originstes primmrily in Munteh, ALl politi-
cal somsutaries conssrning sffairs ingide the tsrget countriss and the UGSR
are prepared in Mmish., The poliny gutdance for these commataries &8 pro-
vidad Wy the Political Advisor's office in saparate datly meotings vith each
of the country desks. No written statement of the daily gnidsnee L5 prepsred,

—
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3. Moat funternational commentary and news af Amerien is writien im Few
York. A daily intarmationsl commatthyry peper 18 sropsred Wy the New York
policy staff, copies of which are sent to Weadingbon, Iu sddition to the
foregoing policy mechanian, guidsnces are ocscasionaily semt fyom

Visshington
to New York, pertisularly st times of major developments 1n the tawget srea.
These guliances wre sametives sent in written meworsnds, Wub mors oftem,

Wecause of the need for speed, they are forwerded directly Wy telephome to
Baw York.

4, The following are the program review prosedvres:

a. Complete tupes of all BFE Woadoasts ere mainteined in
Muiieh, These tapes have asver besa reviaved by Washington. The
Govuan Covarmment is prosently revieving the tapes for the broad.
casts to Emngary during the recemt revolution. "~ naked that
these particular tapes e forwearded to Washingtom siBD,

®, All politiosl commeataries wmds in Mmieh are reviewed in s
post-audit By the American staff of the Political Advisur's offise.
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