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() 19 Novamber 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR THE BECORD
SUBJECYT: Radio Frse Eurape

i,

1 line with National Security Counsil policy and with the guidsnce
of the Department of State, the policy governing RFE's broadcasts to the
European satsliites during shis period was based on the following principal
points:
a. To encourage mdd syvolutioanry changes working toward
the liberalisation of institutions, and decentralisation of avthority

snd decision making power to the polut where & returs te Stalinist
measures would be politizally -Aupruthmar for regimes or party
lenders.

b. To crass-report the progress of suti-Staliniem and the
achievement of & dagree of lbsralisation {n ﬂu several eaptive
aations. |

¢. Te take fwll propaganda advantage of the Belgrade Declaration
which states, ‘questions of internal organisstion or ann ia
social sysiems ave solaly the concern of m individual coumtries. ’
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Additionally, 1t i isaportant 15 nots that an RFE policy directive,

deted 12 Dasember 1951, stated categovieally:
“Speakers are warasd nok to yiskd to & adtural kmpulse 1o

hring bope to their compatriots by promising armsd inter-

ventian by the Wast. Te vaise the hopss of our sudiences in

this fashion would be to do thewm & arusl disservice; it would

alpe constitats yadical misrepresentation of the present policies

of the wastern powers. Buch talks may not be broadeast oo RFE. "
This directive has ramained in full effact, snid the paoples of Hungary,
Poland and the other sateilites have been encouraged te look not 10 armed
revolt, but ts the gradual relaxation of the de-Stalinixation pracess as their

best hope of sventunl fyssdom.

4 during the pariod 30th GPSU Congress and

3 Oael Mm %
Dusing this pariod RFE (as well ss Fres Europe leaflats) played the

nmwhm “sscvet spesch’ hasvily; reperted western mmm and the
reaction am commaniss party leaders in the Wesi to the sacret
spasch; gave full yiay to the Helgradse Mimin wf “dlffering roads to
Socialism’'; ghve appropristes trasisment o the rehabilitation of various
“Tioiats” and national communists throughout the satallite sres; reposted
all svidences of the liberaliastion process whersvar taking place; and gave
fal] piay to tha attempts of Gemulka to eutablish greatar fresdom from
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Seviet comtrol in Poland.

RFE has also repsatedly broadeast messages of hopa and sngourage-
ment axpressed by President Lisenhower, Becretary Dulles, Adlad
Stevenson and othey Amevican political. rsligicus, labdor, mhumxn
snd business lndurl.‘_ phdm that the cansa of the aventual m'm of
the captive propiss would remain & basic part of Americaa Gwvtfnm
pﬁlh_y and would b kapt foremost on the warld's council tables. I also
broadesst the resolution of the United States Senate and the platforme of
both the Rapublicsn sed Democratic parties calling for fresdom of the
captive puople by peaceful means.

3. Revistons in RYE's Brosdesss Polley since 23 October 1956
With the fiwid situation in Poland and with considerable ferment

sotizaabie in Hungary prior to 23 Ostoder, RFE policy guidance was
meditied tos
2. Give grester empbasis to the liberalisation and widumj-of
the “thaw" in Polssd and Hungary; | |
b. Give mure emphasis to the nationalistic tendencias in the
satelliten; and
¢. Urge the removal from positions of awthority of specific
pro-Staliniat leaders.
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Thess sizns wers to be achioved primarily through Zactual raporting. RFE
was advissd to avoid tacsical advice or the Jdentification of RVE with
indigsnoun oppesition slements. |

Oa 25 October, RFE was specifically suthorised to give full coverage
to hroadeasts of patviot radies whied, becauss of thair low power and
baususe of Sovist and other satellite jamming, could be heard only in
limited areas. '

RFE was alsp autharized to broadeast in Russisn to Soviet troops

in Hungary.

pdaasts to Hongary during the peviod 33 Ostober to

RFE, largely basing its lnformation ou extensive ang of
Huagssisn radio stations, (mmedistely bagan broadcasts of the dexmeastyations
which bagan on 23 October in Budapest Squave. As the pesceful demsastrations
changed to nvdm. and as various local Hungarian radios fell into the
hands of patrivts, RFE also begaa to report the hrosdzasts of such rm_!ina
througheut the counizy. By this masss the genaral pepulation outeide
Budapest bacanse better informed about the course of the uprising, RFE
also broadeast western resciion to Hungarian sveats, including statements
by the Prasident of the Unitad States, the Secretary of State, and expressioas
of solidarity with the patricts on the part of western trade unbons, student
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groups snd other Ixaders N organisations. RYE gave full play to rasction
agalast the use of Sovist military reapresaion, and alse Mly-' eovarad the
action on the part of the Usited Mations with respact to Hungary. During
this poriod, RFE alse Wroadesst various sppeals to Sovied troops in
Hungsry not to fire oa the Mungarian pevpie whe wars fighting for freadom,
and urged the withdrawal of such traops (rom Hungary,

As fax as can be determingd from a veview of soripts curyeaily
availadis in Eaglish, mmmﬁcmwwmm revelation
beginning an 23 Octabar could be cvnsldered as inciting the Hungarian psopls
1o armaad vevolt. No RFE beeadeast to Hungary hae stated ox implisd
promises of American military intsrvention.

Howsver, batween 23 Octobay and 4 Hovember 1956, » fow of the
stripts reviswed do indicate thet RFE casasionally weat beyond the
authorised factual brosdsusting of the demands of the patriot radie statiens
within Hungery to identily itself with theas dentands asd to urge their
schinvemont. After the vevolution was well undsr way, thers was some
evidence of attempts by RFE to provide tactical advice to the patriots as
to the course the reheilion should take and the individuals bost gualified

'ﬁn load {1, As soon as these devistions from policy were noted, additional

steps wers .'mho_a to insure x-im supsrvision of Mw&; cemn
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Tapes of the scinasl breadeasts ars expested shortly and will be zeviewsd

by Hungarisg Janguage specialists.

T ke i

YT mmmm‘f.ﬂ"'!:

The firs: and mﬁ&m.mékmxnupm of the

“eapitalistic Pot” respotisible for the uprising came from Kramiia sources.
Radio Moscow and Pravds both linked RFE to the "mpnuun pint to
everthrow the Hungarian Pooples Demscracy.”' Howgver, tho sifieial '
Hungarisn radio, speaking for the Imre Nagy Goversamsst on 29 October,
quoted Seabed Nep, the official Hungarian comununist sowspapsr, in
response to the Prevda article as follows:

“in its last iswue, Pravis peblisked the repert of its corves-
poudent about the Huagariae situstion. Iis title 1s; The Collapae
of the Adventors Dirseted Against the Feopie in Hungary. This
is an error. What happened ia Dudapest was not dirsgied against
the pesple, I was oot an adventurs and it did aot culinpse.
Bozabs were exploding for five days, the machine guns distributed
desth for five days, this tows suffersd fur five days. The slegans
of sagisiiet dumocracy ware the lowdest asd aot those of the
resetion ar of the comntar-rewluion. The reveiting peaple of
Pust and Duda want ficweidem, and a life without syhitravinesq,
terror sed fear. liore bread and nstionsl independence. This
is whet Pravda culled aa adveature againet the people? Some-
thing raally callapsed; shat was the ruls of the Rakosi-Gere

cligue!
"“The ayticls protended that the undermining work of American

and Exglish imperialiste was the causs of the manifastations of
the Budapest populstion and of the revolt. We suust sincerely




Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan
MORI DocID: 1376088

Moo for the Record
1§ November 1936
Pagn b

memmﬂmmummwmmum
popilstion ¢f Budapest. Thy majority of Budapest - with body
av scul - participata] (n the manifestation of Thuarsday, fait
with the basle, phiviotie sud democrstic sims of the popular
manifestation, ot pouns undermining work praduced the hloody,
VAL put ewalting fight thas lasted Bve days buk our ows fanlis
snd evisaes, and first af all the faniit that we did oot safeguard
the ssoyesantt fire inkerited from our sacestors; the aationsl

independence.
~ On 1) Novesaber, Jases Kadar, prasent hesd of &. prasent puppet

Husgariss OQovernmsent, brosdesst over Radie Budapess:
"We nsast all agree that the real ¥eason for the peoples movs-
mast which startad on 23 October must be sought in the saricus
fanits and arimes which have bean commitied by the Rakosi cligque

which was grestly infinencing ihe regimn of the comtry and the
party sad which cansed great damages to the working pepulation
of the soustry.”

6. Gemsiwsions

2. Pulicy gaidance provided 10 RFE asd by RFE te its Hungariea
desk was conaistent with U. 5. policiss toward the satellites. RYE broad.
CANis ware Qmwdly consistent wht sunh peiicha. _

b, rmmwuaamwm MxmmMy
o:wmunmnamww Amaerican mmhﬂpwﬂdhm
coming 0 m patriota. '

¢. FProm all information available te dute, RFE did not ineite
the Juagarian people to revaintion. |

4. RYE hroadessts went somewhat beyond specific guldances fn
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Identifying ltzalf with Hungazian patriet sims, and In offering certain

‘taztinnl sdvies to the patricts,

s« The chronclogy of svents in Hungsry sxd the statemsants of
Dmre Nagy snid of Jauos Kadar make it clesy that the uprising rawuitsd

from ten years of Seviet rupression and was finally sparked by the shooting

on 23 Outober of peacefl demoensirators, and did act rasult from any

sxternal force, sush ap RFE brosdessis or Fros Surops leaflats,




