Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

June 2, 1958

Voice of America and Radio Free Europe Polish
Broadcasts Reviewed

Citation:

"Voice of America and Radio Free Europe Polish Broadcasts Reviewed", June 2, 1958,
Wilson Center Digital Archive, Obtained and contributed to CWIHP by A. Ross Johnson.
Referenced Ch4 n23 in his book Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty, CIA mandatory
declassification review document numbers C05459016, C05459057.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/115023

Summary:

Minutes of a Committee on Radio Broadcasting Policy meeting on April 17, 1958,
focused on State Department criticisms of RFE broadcasts to Poland

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Blavatnik Family Foundation
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Dig_i>tal Archive

c05459016 Original Scan
) wuivi it 1IAL Zadcorad

EO 13526 3.3(b)(1)>25Yrs |

|

. |

|

WIMORANDIM TO3 MEMUERS OF 1R COMEITIRE o RADIO L/ ‘;

THOADCASTING POLICY . Ta

P - Hy. Be Allan lightuar, Jr.

oppmmeen 0y

Hr. Be

{:Iﬁ - ﬁrb 5

Ny, Cord Neyar.— !

There 18 traunenitied rerenith for your information ;
copy of the modes covering & meetdng of the interdepai-te |
wental working group te revisw & sanpla of Follsh langusge i
byosdoawts, These notes have teen cleaved Yy repressnbs- |
{ives of each sESRCY. !
{

Willisn A. He¥sddon

Dept. of State, 1SS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, Dll‘
( ) Release ( ¥ Excise () Deny ( ) Declassify |

Enelnsuret gxemption (®X ), EO- 13526, 25%( W X ) ,
N {

Nenorandun dated Ney 28, 1958, ( ) Declassify 31T o |
- © With cOnCuATRI! e —— ‘=

1PS by . Date |

S 5

@l m 2995

B Jo BRI .

|

PyiWAMcFaddens il t|
Ve v i AL

(T




ﬂﬂvivﬂ”sron Center D[gltal Archive o
C05459057 . Original Scan

(7

CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM ) May 28, 1958

Notes of Meeting Concerning Implementation of Existing
Broadcast Policy by VOA end RFE - April 17

The meeting was called on April 17 by EE, Mr. Kenrick, to discuss the
results of & survey of broadcast scripts made by State, USIA and CIA to revie
current VOA end RFE broadcasting in the 1ight of existing policy directives. £

L A=

voA

w.|ltll

State Department representatives present noted that in one of the broad~ &/
cast scripts reviewed Poland was described as a "Oommunist Bloc State". It was
pointed out that it is current policy to regard Poland as not being a member of
eny "Bloc". VOA representatives expressed an awareness of this policy, remarking
that this apparent divergence may well have resulted from an error in the trans-
lation of the broadeast script into English.

No further divergencies with current policy were mentioned and those present

stated that they were impressed by the degree to which VOA had conformed with
policy directives.

RFE

State Department representatives mentioned the following specific broed-
casts involving policy questions:

(1) An "International Commentery" broedcast on Jenuary 30 made certain
comments somewhet derogatory toward the SPD party in the German Federal Republie.
It was pointed out that in view of the influence which this party exercises now,
and the greater influence which it might come to exercise in the future in the
political scene in the German Federsl Republic, it would be unwise for the RFE
to earn its disfavor. This is particularly true since Germany is the locus of
RFE's broadcasting station. CIA representatives present expressed their agree-
ment with this view.

(2) State Depertment representatives noted that e Januery 27 "Penorama’
broadeast touched upon the delicate question of Polend's western borders. It
wes suggested that RFE ghould avoid discussions of the border issue. CIA
representatives agreed with this view, remarking, however, that it need not
preclude the reporting in & feotusl manner of any "herd news items”.

(3) State representatives questioned vwhether it wes in our interests to
emphesize in broadcasts to Poland military preparedness measures being undertaken
by the U. S. ("International Commentary"” of January 26 and “Military Review" of
Jenuary 29). They pointed out that emphasis could instead be placed on
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technological development in fields which are ostensibly civilian but which

have obvious military spplication as well, such as electronics, earth satellltes
and spece travel generally, peaceful applications of atomlc energy, etc, CIA re-
resentatives expressed the view that a certain smount of such broadecasting is
still eppropriate in Eastern Europe, where the population has long been fed

with propaganda concerning the military strength of the Soviet Bloe. They
pointed out that the peoples of Eastern Europe are anxious for evidence that the
West has the military strength to resist the Soviet threat and that it is vital
that RFE maintain their morale in this regard. They further stated that it is
highly unlikely that the peoples of Bestern Europe will accept any charges that
the U, S. is a warmongering country since such charges are not supported by our
record. They suggested that in order to obtain a better perspective om this
point a careful study be made of the sic-month survey of RFE broadcasting re-
cently prepared. (Political repory RFE/M (58) b4, office of the Political Adviser,
RFE/Munich, March 11, 1958). It was generally agreed that RFE would keep the ob-
servations of the State Department representatives in mind in planning its scripts
and this matter would be kept open for review at a fubture date.

(4) State Department representatives referred to broadcasts of Januery 28
and 30 in the "Faith and Life Series” in which a Catholic clergyman instructed the
Polish electorate regarding their duties in the local council elections. It
was observed that such discussions and instructions on political themes from
Catholic clergymen to Catholics in Poland should perbaps not take place over
RFE's facilities since this brings the Catholic church directly into
political commentary by RFE. Statb Department representatives emphasized that this
broadcast series is effective and worthwhile, and that they objected solely
to the January 28 and 30 broadcasts cited. CIA representatives agreed
to ask their audience anslysis people to obtain some listener reaction to these
broadcests, to ascertain whether any Polish sensibilities vere offended, and to
keep this matter under review.

(5) State Department representatives commented that RFE appeared to
have involved itself more directly in the Polish elections than is called for
wnder present policy directives. In urging Polish voters to cross names off
ballets for the stated purpose of reducing the number of Communists in the
government, RFE appeared to be electioneering against the Party and in effect
ageinst the government of Poland which the Party controls., They saw no
objection to RFE's informing the voters of their rights under the Polish electoral
laws but stated that RFE had gone considerably beyond this point in uring the
electorate to vote the Communists out. (Broadcasts specifically cited included
"gpecial Program” January 30; "No Curtain shall divide us* #58L, Januery 30}
"gpecial Program” February 1; “From Our Point of View" #1195, February l.)
CIA representatives responded that it had been RFE's intention to maintain the
morale of the Polish voters by pointing out the privileges which were guaranteed
to them under Polish law, They pointed out that present policy still calls for
meinteining anti-Communist pressures in Poland. They concluded that this
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aim d1d not seem objectionskle, but agreed that RFE might have exceeded the (b)(] \

bounds of good judgment in some of the scripts. They stated that broadcests
of this type involve a very sensitive area in 80 far as content is concerned
and that somewhat greater caution might be called for in the future,

(6) State Department representatives referred to the broadcast "No Curtain
shall Divide Us", #580, January 28, discussing the strike of the workers in the
M-5 factory in Wroclaw. This broadcast discusses the government's reaction to
the strike and concludes that the workers "aertainly deserve something better
than the cliche reply that a wage increase would be possible.” State repre-
sentatives observed that in this broadcast RFE is informing the strikers that
the government's response was inaddquate and, in effect, fanning their discontent
and suggesting that they hold out further against the govermment. This type of
broadcasting, it was stated, appears to constitute the type of "interference’
in Boland's internal affairs which current policy dirbctives would rule out.
CIA representatives agreed to note this point.

(7) State Department representatives menticned thet "Panorama", #299
Jenuary 5, raises a question as to whether or not the Rapacki Plan is "an in-
spiration of Soviet foreign policy."” They pointed out that it is currently
U.S, Govermment policy not to suggest that the Rapacki Plan has been dictated
to the Polish Government by the Soviets. Noting the early date of this broad-
cast, CIA representatives expressed doubt that clear guidance was available
then concerning the U.S. position on the Rapacki Plan - a point in which the
State Department representatives concurred.

(8) State Department representatives referred to the "Cultural Com-
mentary” broadcast on January 28 discussing a poem by the Polish poet Wasyk.
This poem is dedicated entirely to depicting current 1ife in Poland in very
depressing, grim and hopeless tones. .State representatives point out that
the broadcast script seemed to represent a purely negative approach which
‘under current policy directives RFE is to attempt to avoid. It was observed
that there seemed to be little that was positive or constructive in this par-
ticular broadcast., CIA representatives concurred in these observations.

(9) State Department representatives mentioned "polish Press Retiew",
No. 509, January 31, as an example of an “Emigre Liberation Posture" broad-
cast. It appeared that RFE was, in this broadcast, making its facilities
availeble to Polish emigres and allowing them to broadcast phrases which at
least came close to being inflemmatory. CIA representatives stated that they
were aware of one particular broadcast using the London emigre Giolkosz but re-
marked that the station's "Emigre Posture" had been markedly reduced over the
past several months. State Department representatives concurred in this point.
In this connection, it was generally agreed that the "Europeanization" of RFE
should be increased, with more emphasis on Western European views and develop-
ments and correspondingly less on the U.S. CIA representatives stated that
the Polish Deak of RFE in Munich is already implementing this polity.
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(10) sState Department representatives nentioned that one of the broad-
casts screened appeared to be telling the Poles thet inflation in Poland could
be cured by allowing private servicing egtablishments to prosper. It was
pointed out that this broadcast appeared to over-simplify the solution of
Poland's economic difficulties.

(11) 8tate Department representatives made the general observation thet
in & few instances it appeared that RFE had adopted a "preaching" attitude,
lecturing to the Poles as to how their country should be run. As an example,
s passage was cited which begen "We have called your attention many times

to = - =",

(12) As an additional general observation, State Department representatives
remarked that in a few places broadcasts had verged on the line of being “nar-
rowly and contentiously" anti-Communist. Reference was made in this connection
to the election broadcasts mentioned in paragraph 5 above. CIA representatives
reiterated that in some specific instances rather poor judgment may have been
exercised but pointed to the degree of improvement in this regard over the past
several nonths.

(13) State Department representetives mentioned the "Penorams" broadcest
of January 5 concerning Marshal Rokosowski as an instance where RFE had not
refrained from satire and irony, thus departing from current guide lines.

(14) A broasdcast concerning the drinking habits of Khrushchev was mentioned
88 being inaccurate. ,

(15) Stete Department representatives made the general comment that occasion-
ally news broadcasts intended to be straight and factual seemed to be colored by
the interpretations which Polish Desk officers in Munich placed on events,

State representatives commented that divergencies, such a8 those cited above,
are far more likely to arise in the case of RFE than VOA, since RFE's policy
instructions, unlike those of VOA, envisage the use of scripts commenting on
Polish internal affairs. Stete representatives remarked that, judging from all
scripts reviewed, RFE has gone a long way during the past several months toward
meeting current broadcast policy objectives. It was emphasized that State's
eriticisms as outlined sbove were intended to apply to specific instances vhere
certain aspects of broadeasting policy appeared to have been violated and are
not to be interpreted as general criticism of RFE activities from the policy
gtandpoint. State representatives asked thet RFE be informed that the content
of the scripts reviewed, generally spesking, seemed to involve a high degree of
listener interest. RFE was congratulated on broadcasts in the "International
Commentery” field and on a number of other specific broadeasts. Some of the

outstanding scripts were:

CONFIDENTIAL
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1. Jenuary 27 - “Bulgarian Writers"

2, January 28 - "What Happened to the One Hundred Flowers?"
3. January 28 - "Unemployment"

L, January 28 - "National Cowuncils Election"

5. January 31 - "Iron Ore from Brazil - Coal to Argentina"
6. January 31 - "Moscow and East Berlin on MPS"

7. Wehruary 1 - "Horace Under Fire"

8. February 1 - "Foreign Trade and Balance of Payment."

Concluding the meeting, CIA representatives agreed to keep in mind the
points which State representatives had raised and requested that State "main-
tain an understanding approach toward their positions and problems."




