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Summary:

Ambassador Jacob Beam forwards to Washington in Warsaw Embassy Dispatch no. 301
his critique of RFE Polish broadcasts as incompatible with US policy goals in Poland. In
an attached undated and incomplete memorandum, International Organization Division
dissents from the State Department criticism
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SUBJECT: Comments on Radio Free Burope Broadcasts to Poland, B ' o
P —— ' ‘ . , . . . I ‘. ’ . l
In response to informal requests from the Department, the £ '

Enbagsy views on Radio Free Furope (R.F.E.) Polish broadcasts are submitted
herewith, They are based on a study ef soripis of broadcaste mads over the
Past aeveral months, as well as on an intermitient monitoring of these broad-
casbe, An effort is also made to place in porspective the role of R.F,E, in
¢ rdlatien to present informational possibilities available to the United States,
- These ‘comments cannot ba considered as all-inclusive md references to indie
vidual breadeasts are only made to point up a specific criticism, BExphasis
‘An this sermary is placed on th e characteristics of R,F,E, broadsasts which
“the Embassy balieves are incompgtible with ‘axpressed United States' policy and
" aims 1in Poland, , ‘ :

. In the interest of évitylonly general reference is made to the dotw-
ments which outline sstablished|i.F,B, brosdcasting policy towards Poland,
Likewise, it is not believed negessary to outline the Exbessy's views on
owrent Polish developments sinde these are covered in sontinuing Embassy .
compunications, I should mentign that I am often impressed by the excellense
of mush of the raw intelligence|which cames into the hands of R.F.Ee but
squally disappointed by the mishandling of this information in seversl of the
broadcasts with which we are acquainted, .

- The question which maturally continues to arise in a review of R,F,E,
bresdsasts 1is to what degree R,F.E, in practice attempts to conform to thase
» : dves which point out the special conditions which operate
in Peland, swmmarized are scme specific references in broadsasts

whish dippear to late established policy: : :

A(l) R.P.E.!bmdcuta should nse !'thoronyxly‘ responsible and reliable
sources of news, pommentary snd other iuformation®,

"Revelations" of a Pulish official's ex~housekeeper {Swist~Ihnatowits)
on the "new alase”, which R,M.E.'s own evaluator said should be used ™dth

y extreme caution", were employed in a series of broadcasts in November and

' appssr to have been highly exaggerated, Othsr distortions have besn dis-

. seminated; for exampls, in a Jamuary 18 broadeast, the statement was made

{ "mundreds and thousands of Poles whe, through the whistles and catecalls and
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noise of Jamming machihes, listengd to our programe broadcast to Poland”, So
far as professionally competent tore can determine, there is no Polish
Jamming of broadscasts as implied. |In & brosdcast of Jamuary <9, customs
duties an gift parccls were called "astronomical" and it would have been
fairer to cite the greatly reduced rates which were placed into effect in
September 1957, which ware included in a Department of Conmerce leaflet pub-
lished at that time. In a broadcast of January 15 on alfiohol consumptien
and the official Polish attitude tHereto, mention could have been made of
the degree of success which was attained during the past year in rcduc;lng
the cmamption of alcohol, estimated at &%,

(2) N.F.E, should use "greatest caution" in dioeuasing Poland's rels-
tions with the U,5.5,R, and other Communist states in order to avoid "creation
of unnecsssary difficulties for the GQIULKA rem and its relations with
those countries,”

: An Ootober 8 broadosst was too hasty in drawing unproveble and unsub-
stantiated conclusions about Gomylka's trip to Moscow and referred to the-
ryth of Soviet pressures on him,. A January 12, 1959 broadcast entitled "Still
No Polish Consulates in the U«S.S.le" was obViousILv intended to stir up t.roublo
between Polund and the Soviet Union. )

(3) RJF.E, should "aveid excessive and contentious polemics, vitnpor.-
tion and vindictiveness”, . )

On January 9 [lF.5, incorrect'ly characterized a JEDRYCHU:SKI interview
on price and wage reformus as "exactly Iike the methods in the old Stalinist~
Beirutist" days and "now Jedrychowski wants to cateh up on Beirut and
Kaganovich”", Another broadcast on Jenuary 3 described Ignar as "a bern
coward" which may be true but is uncalled for., Vulgar sarcasm was used in a
November 21 broadcast referring to "three cubes of bat.h salte" from
Mrs, Cyranld.twicz. .

" (4) R.F.E. should Mavoid the use of program content and tone which.
either is caleulated to be inflammatary or whose affects may reuonably be.

anticipated as potentlially inflammatory. :

In R.F.Be coamnent on Church-Stats developments thers has consiotontly
been an exagper:-tion of the "offensive" apainst the Roman Catholic Church,
particnlarly in connection with the Jasna JOURA incident. .in an October 2
broadcast j! wes sluted Lhst Jomulka said hn did not want any war with the e
“Shurch but "he conducts thabt wor in full"., The recent special coverags of CoE
the Father PIROZYNSKI trial appears designed to utir up animoeities in the '
religious field, _ :

There have been several riferencoa which indicste a continued influence
of emigre circlss in R.F.E., output. An attempt was meds in a January 29 |
broadcast to gain credit for the returm of historical relics for the "Emcut.ivo |
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of National Unity in London” while decrying "no interest' on the part of ‘
Polish autporities, Use of emigre opinion in a November 25 broadecast

regariing the reopening of consulates strassed that these would serve the

"goals of destrustive Commmist propegunda” and did not attempt to balance

this with an expression of U.S, policy favorinz a limited re-establishment

of consulates. " ‘

R

The above canparison of R,F,E, broadeasting policy toward Poland with
selscted examples of broadoasts (and many others could be cited) during the
recent period leads ummistakably to the conclusion that R,F.E, continues to
aveid in a large degree a constructive role in its droadcasts to Polamd and

violates in a regular fashion policy guidance,

Over and above & rcpeated failure to conform to directives, which may
not be.possible under the conditions under which R,F.E. operates, the question
arises whether R,F,E, has outlived iis usefulness in reletion to our national

policies and developments which huve écoured within Poland and which have
affected mutual relations between United States and Poland. Consideration
should be given in this connection to the significantly incressed opportuni-

"ties for exchanges of persons and information which have developed within the

last two years. Recognition should be made of the recently inaugurated dig~
tributed mwe, the continued Informational Media Quaranty program,
the succe emsntation of the Ford and Rockefeller exchanges, and other
means for dissemination of information-about developments in the Wast., Even
more important has been the development of American-Polish economic relations
through credits agreewents,

Reastion to R.F.5e is difficult Lo discuss within snzll compass, Generally

' speaking, R.F.5. has a large audience becsuse it is vicarlously engaged in

(same of whom returned to Poland) who are doing the best they can to influence

malking treuble and is anti-Commnist, (It may be asked whether the Polish
population requires tuition in either respect.) Those of my diplomatic col-
leagues able to listen to R.F.k. make smiling acknowledsoment of disclaimers
concerning U.S. official responsibility and express mystification thai we seem
%o be undsrecutting our policy of encouraging more normal contacts and relations
with Poland which they consider has been so far successful, As t0.Polish educes
ted groups, quite a few persons aclknowledge that R.F.E. occasionally carries
good material, such as the interviews with General BOR almost two years ago,
but feel strongly that R.F.E, is on the air too long and pads its programs with
childish notione and meretricious items. 5 :

ConclusioNs

-~ Lo Rel,E, presents the aspsct of waging 2 cold war, in a spirit of eni gre
self-justification, against conditions as they are today in Poland, It appsars
to give insufficient attention to the beneficial chenges since 1956, the ciroum-
stances under which they sre being defended and the non-regime personalities
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a more liberc). course. R.F.B, carries on a personal vendetta, occasionally
exceedingly psity, against regime leaders, Althow:ir the V.. has no reason
to be fond of Gomulka, he, together with his program, seem to be about the
best alternative that Poland can hope for zt the present moment., Accordingly
there would ssen to be no reason for umnecessarily infuriating him end his
associates et what is taken to be American instigetion, since U,5, responsi-
bility is geterally imputed to K.P,Bs There is always the possibility that .
extreme provocation could drive the regime to re-instituting jamning, wholly
or in part, to the detriment of the dissemination of more objective Western
information material, This is quite apart fruam the broader danger that R,F,E.
provosations lend support to Party elements who question the experiment of

. cooperution with the West, thus laying us open to-the risk of being restricted

and punished in other secirs of our informational work which sesk gradual and
evolutionary changss in the Polish scene.

2, Complaints agsinst R.F.5. seem to be of no avail since mistakes go

" on being repested. THe question arises whether adequate supervislon can be

successfully applied aud whether a drastic re-organization would not bs better
indicated, '

3, Free world information and criticiam continue to be essential in .
Poland but the advisability of R.F,E. trying to arrogate to itself & dominant
rols in the cause of freedom is now somewhat qusstionable in view of the

access of the population to other Western news broadcasts and the influences
within Poland receiving encoursgement through increased contact with the West.
A good cose could be mads that R.F,il.-should be dispensed with in favor of a
nodified Volce of America program which made American criticism and dissatis~
fastion clear, whenever necessary, through the handling of straight news, with
occasional comment. As long, however, as the United States is identified with
ReFeEe, our policy would be better served by a less strident, more responsibls
and better balanced approash, both as to volume and content,

Quron = Kaom

Jascb D. Bean
Ambassador




