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SUBJECT: ﬁnnraisal of Current Bmadcastin ‘by ‘?1’"‘ : a?’?
i peEey mhige. by COPY ND.-- 4 EX IESB
Gk "‘hia daspa.tch contains the apnraisal of current RFE bmadcasting raqueated _- -.

by Cu 6895 of iarch 2, 1962
. : : This dccu.:snt co gists of E‘fip

1. General. Commen’c ' oumber — of i o copiea, es .-.-_-_

b t:he terms of its pol:.cy *uidance and subjact tc aavera Hmitations m St
- reception, the Fmbassy considers that the. Czechoslovak service of RFE is’ do:l.ng
& job of good quality. Its coverage does not duplicate that of the VOX to- .
any important extent, dealing mainl,y with the quite different subject of Saanly
analysis of events in the CSSR and the Blocs It is believed there should be .- -
a still greater emphasis on selective cross :|c-tapori-.5.n@1 on conditions and - - 0y
developments in other Bloc states, since it . is considered that an’ apovopriata 2
lon~term mission for RFE would be to function as an authoritative outside s
source of .goverage on immer-Bloc developments and the course of Bloo policy
abroad to which Czechoslovaks and other Bloc vopulations would turn for' TR,
reliable information on intermal conditions in their own country and: in othar i
Corrmnist states. This is a role which .is not duplicated by other radio: Rt
services and which would, if the Czechoslovak expirience is any guides
-cormand interest and attention over a lonz period. To fill this role,-it ia
felt the tone.and vocabulary of many broadcasts reviewed would be improved.
by Zurtier eliminating the ‘sometimes ag-ressive, vituperative quality end
that "identification" with the Czechozlovak audience (Point C.below) would
have 1o be severed. This function would also indicate a greater amount of
intexpretive corment on USSR affairs and policy and a greater use .of I Radio. :
Literation facilities for RFZ prograrnming. It is believed that a further shift
awey » from coverage of inner-3loc affairs toward incressed cover&ge of
Western Huropean affairs should be svoided unless this is either considered
'l-“:Oulable in return for cessation of jamming oxr there is some future possi=
bility of' takeover of nuch of RFE personnel and equipment 'b; 2 Western -
Zuropean group such as the Comm an Lzrlket couniries, A it

2« Samnlinm Carried Out

L - This appraisal is based rainly on ar'alvsia of over 200 scripts for the . -J
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I_m'onths of Iarch, April and May. of 1962, backed by eview of approximately the
same number of scripts over the longer period ‘September 1961-Februvary 1962+
- proved impossible ‘to base much of the analysis on actual listeninge. ‘Twely
separate attempts to tune into noon and. 5300 pem. broadgasts during April an
My in Prague on a1l listed wave lengths were frustrated by jemminge:: Field
attempts in Western Bohemia on April 25 at 1930 end 2200 hours on five separa
wave lengths encountered jamming, as did tuni attenpfs on five wave’ lengths .
on April 26 and April 27 at 1800. " The field trip had to be broken off becauseé
 imusually heavy surveillance by $he Czechosloval polices’ An Embassy officer d
get unjammed reception at ‘several points in Slovakia, two of them outside of'.
Bratislava, during evening broadcasts on My 7-10. Other Embassy officers have .
received occasional unjemmed reception in the Parduvice, Ostrava and Trnava areas
over thé past six nonthse. W Ry oA e R I e

3. Individusl Points Hloted ' .’

A. The progrem series "Behind the Iron Curtain" has been ‘uniformly  goo

is considered parhaps mosi effective of the RFE programse: In‘practice
Zmbadsy finds as much--oT nearly as much=-curiosity,. particularly anong
politically interested Czechoslovaks, and far less available current
information, on intra-3ldc developments as in developments in the non= .
Comrunist worlde It has become very clear from personal conversations be-

tween Trbessy officers @nd Czechoslovaks: that such subjects as the actual
practical effects of somewhat greater political freedoms in Poland: (fox e
example, the wider availability of Western publications), the.greater libera-. .
ity of the USSR in the field of exchanges, or wider availability of consumer
g00ds .in Hungary, have a greater relevance to daily life in the CSSR and &'
greater emotionsl impact on the population,’even on tha ‘young who have grown
up under Communism, tuan similar material on the UeSe or Western Zuropes. : .
The seme holds in somewhat narrower measure for discussion -of ‘current: ideo~
" logical differencés arong the various Communist Parties. Such programs can .’
create: more pressures within "acceptable" limits amonz the general populationa
and more dissatisfaction and ferment among the lower Party Jeadership than - -
| exenples from.Jestern 1ife which are less interesting because they are so
" distantly unattainables’ SRR S e T N

B.. It is felt that there is still too much sneering, abusive tone im <.

delivery and, rarticularly, over-use of hesvily colored modifierse - An Y
example is Hssay Z-21 of larch 17, 1962, which. speaks of "a power appeasing,
no lip-smacking but hiccuping, belching and vomiting as to meke people at .
home feel sick in even watching the spectacle " The ‘Czechoslovak regime is™
continually referred to as "fools". . Possibly correct, but the point can be. o
nade equally well, using language which would not detract from a .stronger. e
reoutation for objectivitys. In general, what is suggested is a calmer, more. ..
professional, even more scholarly, approach and a less aggressively = = i L
provagandistic one. It is believed that the majority of the present staff of
tha Czechoslovak service of .RFRE is quite capable of making a shift toa. @ .
redefined style and mission and would in fact welcome such.a shift asa ' .
contribution to long-range morales fThe remaining points below carry out this
approach in more details S R e
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£ accurate, Af aelectively prasented, infomation on internal
* in other Bloc'countries and on the success ‘0. failure of :Blog fo:
. and 1t ds'desired to achieve a sugtained listenership
re'mtation for: ob:]ectivity and. aoow:aoy, ‘then stopa should ‘1o
-’ taken %o 'sever the.conscious attempt ‘at. idantifica.tion betw
i slovak Service of RFE and the; Czechoglovak: Iiataner-i.e.,
- Your country," Mour: economy,' Mour mture," ‘otcey. might gradvally be dlbpp_
- .- and corresponding. changes: made 4in. the $itles and format. of . individual
. Drogram series. In this: case,;the approach would. be of the welleinf _
outsider. .whose opinions commend respect because of his.- expert knowlake
_and int;erpretation, mthor tha.n of the politioal reﬁzgea.

- D. ‘There ia Toom i‘or more bigher love}. economic ana:l,.raia on such au‘bjoo ]
as the budget and' foreign trade balances. This micht be utilized: to give 1

' program geries directed to Party members somewhat more contents -Fox a:.'ampla
there could be more comment on relations between our.rent inadequaniaa of
housing services, transport and consumer. goods on one hand and the. continued

;. bigh rate of invostmant, nilitary. expenditure and foreign credits on tha

-‘others ' 'The econonic commentaries in'A Block E~151 of larch 26 and’

- E=159. of, April 3 were good’ in this ‘regard, but a still highar J.m}.'
.indicatod m lina ‘with a moro professional approach. "

. Ba. S:I.milar]y, there’ oou:ld 'bo more: trea.tment of the continu:l.ng prableml;« £
-governnent’ institutions' such as the National Committees, in thig:case
- perhaps giving comparison.with-local and regional govermment in the Weste -
- Scripts A Block E~114 of karch. 19, 1962, and A Block E-158 of Lpril 2, 1962
contained a useful discussion on National Gom:[ttee pmbloma'and is.
thema whioh aﬂ‘aota nsarly eva::y'one.

e Though tha use of altomating spea;:ero for dramtic effeet is obv.louslx
i 'juat:l.t‘ied on technical broadcasting grounds, it was felt both from sctual
" “hearing and. from script review that too great a use is sometimes made’ of
this device, which sometimes tends in a stacatto, nervous style. to over-
dramatize ‘content which would be better treated in acmevhat greater depth i
C by individual speakers alternating if necessary at longer intervalse This -
o - psrticularly no*iceable in the senes "“he Da.f et .{ome and bemad.“_' o

Go It is believed thara ohould bo more featuros concentratin.g on mom . i3
-thorough treatment of one: ‘subject. Though the relationship with Jamin.g Ia-
clear in this case; it was nevertheless considered that those who took the' '~
trouble to find an audible RFE wave length would also have the interost and ;
 stanina to listen to.a longer talke . VA
'H. It would seem des:lrable to plaoe slight.ty more emphas:.s on p:r.ograms aimod S
at special. groups such as youth, women, etc.. ILittle meterial eimed apeoi- PRI
fically at’ these gzoups was notod in the scripts rev:towod. - SR

. Is It is felt that eoonomio oovo:rage, espeoially agricultura, shoul& cita
zore facts and figures, even if from Communisy sourcess’ It is realized tha
|_ this presonts dszicultiea in radio broadoasting. PR e S e
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,— Je Programs on price and availability or consumer goads both in the Bloc andj
outgide were considered good and, given restraint in tone and style, desirable
to maintain current Czechoslovak resentment and pressure on food shortages.
Iabor and Life E-117 of lay 15, 1962, with a comparisén of meat eonsumption
in f'est Germany and the CSSR, was good in this regard. y

K. The program series "Calling t‘le Czschoslovak Communist Party" is well
conceived, but some of the scripts reviewed were felt to be rathexr weaks i
<n exauple was. CFE~25 of April 3, 1962, which started off with & rather:
promising comparison between the position of ex-Party members in France a.nd
the CSSR, but failed to meke a clear point at the end. The same might be:
said of CPE-30 of Lay 8, 1962, on polycentrism, waich fails to point any :
moral at its conclusion. The use of vast quotes by Soviet leaders such as '
the citations from Lenin and Khruschev in Program lo. 31 of this series of:
lay 15, 1962, was considered effective. The essay series of short philo-_ i
sonhical editorials (Zssay 23 of Larch 31, 1962, is a good example) is.
good, but the level c¢culd be ralsed mthout becnming abstruse. hat

Le RFS's treatment of the important. themes of deustalimzatzon and the Barak :
cagse was considered timely and excellent. : : : " i ;

e It would be desirable to have more mtenal on inner-‘”arty nerliamentar—
ianism, the necessity for formal checks and balahces to awoid the excesses.
of Stalinism and other recurrent demonstrations of humen' fallibility and’
wore material designed to increase the feeling of mutual solidarity among
the Czechoslovak population, i‘actlonalized as it is by histor:l.oal facto:r.'s- :

ﬂ e - It is believed that a sensitive Czechoslovak nerve should be played on

and that there should be more adverse comment on Tast Germany as abenlcrupt

subsidy enterprise maintained by Czechoslovakia and other outside. economic

infusions, and utilizing criticism of East Germany as a vehicle for: setting
the record straight on Vest Germany. This was well done in the ccrverage of
the recent Ulbricnt visit to Czachoslovakia and should be reneated. :

For the Charge d'Affalres ad interim: :

Jonath:m Dean I
First Secretary of _}mba.ssy
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