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Summary:

The Mexican Embassy in Venezuela describes the situation in Venezuela in regards to
the ongoing Cuban crisis. The Venezuelan President makes two points: that Cuba, before
becoming a Soviet atomic base, was already exporting slogans, money and weapons to
destroy American democratic regimes; and that the Venezuelan Government had the
firm intention of carrying out each of its international commitments (to Cuba,
especially).

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Leon Levy Foundation

Original Language:

Spanish

Contents:

Translation - English

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

NO Passo

TOP LEVEL INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

Our Embassy in Caracas, Venezuela, in [an] oficio dated 30 October recently past,
informed this Secretariat [Ministry] about the most important events registered in
that country, in relation with the crisis that the Caribbean zone is going through.

In the collection of information that the Embassy enclosed for me the topics to be
noted can be summed up as follows:

In a message directed to the country on 24 of this past month of October, President
[Romulo] Betancourt announced the grave situation that was coming and made a call
to National Unity in order to face the danger of the Russian atomic bases in Cuba;
likewise he announced that the Venezuelan Government had the firm intention of
carrying out every and each of its international commitments, not only for the feeling
of loyalty to the written texts that are in unavoidably binding form but by a sense of
national coexistence.

The same day Mr. President Betancourt noted that Cuba, before transforming into a
Soviet atomic base, was already exporting slogans, money and weapons to […] and
destroy democratic American regimes.

During an interview granted to the Foreign Policy Commission by Foreign Minister
Marcos Falcón Briceño, he answered to a series of questions about the international
policy of Venezuela referring specially to the area of the Caribbean and the situation
created between the OAS and Cuba; the Foreign Minister said that direct belligerent
actions against Cuba had not been talked about, and that the OAS Charter binds
member countries [not] to use the Armed Forces but that, however, all member
countries of that Inter-American Organ agree that no communist regime may form
part of our community,… the whole hemisphere is convinced of the goodness of the
representative democratic system.
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