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Summary:

Pinto describes the current situation in Cuba from the perspective of the Brazilian
Embassy in Havana. He says, "The country continues entirely mobilized for the defense.
The attitude of the Government seems to be more cautious. Habituated for years of the
threat and with the blockade in front of Havana, the revolutionary government is plainly
conscious that the danger has not passed and can reemerge at any moment."
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS  
  
TELEGRAM  
RECEIVED  
13269  
  
FROM THE EMBASSY IN HAVANA   
ON/7/8/XI/62  
  
CONFIDENTIAL   
DAC/DAS/DOr/DEA/DNU/600.(24h)  
Question of Cuba.  
  
372 – WEDNESDAY – 1730hs – The country continues entirely mobilized for the
defense. The attitude of the Government seems to be more cautious. Habituated for
years of the threat and with the blockade in front of Havana, the revolutionary
government is plainly conscious that the danger has not passed and can reemerge at
any moment; it is also conscious that, after the [US] elections of yesterday, it could
produce in the United States of America at most a favorable pull for negotiations, but
that the American Government has not given up its intentions. The young Cuban
rulers are not losing their impetus of struggle, as Fidel Castro showed on 28 October
to respond in a few hours to the Soviet decision to dismantle the bases; as far as the
inspection on Cuban territory, Fidel Castro is very busy before public opinion, that it is
difficult to find an acceptable formula; and continues here the insistence on the “Five
Points” of Fidel Castro, even supported yesterday by the Soviet Ambassador
[Aleksandr Alekseyev] in a speech; but the revolutionaries comprehend the gravity of
the situation and some are visibly affected in the most acute moment of the crisis
and know, for survival, they will have to make concessions. In this sense the
conversations of [Anastas] Mikoyan are certainly decisive, that continue in maximum
secrecy; until now I have not obtained any positive information in this respect, but I
hope to be able to transmit to Your Excellency some impression in the next hours.   
  
LUIZ LEIVAS BASTIAN PINTO


