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Summary:

In this September 1986 excerpt, Gorbachev receives a report from KGB chief Chebrikov
that he had requested on “what kinds of people are serving sentences for crimes, which
Western propaganda calls political.” Obviously following Gorbachev’s lead, Chebrikov
proposes to alleviate the prison sentences of two-thirds of the 240 persons he lists under
this category; but, in response to a question from Gromyko, he notes two cases where
the guilty parties had already received a sentence that could not be reduced—execution
for espionage.
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SACEJAHVE MOIMTEOPO LK KIICC
25 ceHrabpa 1986 roma

[lpepcenarenscrpoBan toB.['OPBAUEB M.C.

Mpucyrcreosenyu. T.r.Ammes I'.A., BoporHuros B.M., I'pomemo A.A
3aiikos J.H., Kynaes [l.A., Juraues E.K.,
YeGpurop B.M., lepGuuguit B.B., Hoxrux B..
Enxpuun B.H., Cososber D.®., Tanusun H.B.
Buporosa A.ll., JoGpuuuH A.S., BumaAuun M.

Huxonos B.[l., PasymoBckwmit I'.II., flxosnes .
Hanuronor I.B.

I. 06 urorax moesmuu T.l'opGauesa M.C. B KpacHomapckufi n
CraBpononbckuit Kpan

TOPBAYEB. [loesmxa B HpacHopapckuit u Crasporonsckult kpas
3a HaMmeueHHHe paMku. Hamepenue Owno raroe: B KpacHomapckoM Kp
NO3HAKOMUTLCA C TEM, KAK AefiCTBYeT B HOBHX YCJOBMAX &I'DOIIPOM
ROMIUTEKC, & B CTABpONoOJbCKOM Kpae — C TeM, Kak Ha OpaKTHKe oC
NAETCH MEPeXQl Ha CAMOOKYNaEeMOCTh CeJbCKOXO3R{CTBEHHHX Npemp:
Ho Oecefgu c TpyNAIMMUCA, BONPOCH, KOTOPHE OHHM IOJHMMEJM BO BpI
oTiX Oecejl, 3acCTABWIYM BHHTH 3a pamkn 3TUX TeM. JoOM roBOpWIM ¢
uTO IMHUA NapTUX HA NEpecTpOliky MMM MOLNEPRMBASTCH, pENEHMA I
ManTCHA [paBUbHHE, HO [0 HU3Y He Bcerja oHM joxogiar. (Cpamaer
cefd BHUMAaHWE BO3pOCHAS AKTMBHOCTh JRHLEH, uX CTDEeMIEHUE BHCKAL
38HATL BMOJHE OOpPENENEeHHYN NO3MUWKD II0 BCEM BOMPOCEM ®H3HU Iap]
cTpaHH. I'0BOpPHIOCH O TOM, YTO HEOGXOOUMO NpPEONONeBETh OTpACHEE
nogxon, MeCTHHUECKHe MHTEpecH. HakoHen, Bo BCTpeuax M Oecelax
HUMAJUCh BOMNPOCH OPraHM3ALMH NAPTUHHOI pPaloTH B COBPEMEHHHX YC
Or Toro, kax HAECTBYOT NApTHiHHE KOMUTETH,3ABHCHT K TEMI. [lEpeCT
‘ Kaxue noauruueckue BHBOJIH MOKHO CLENATh W3 COCTOABHMXCA E
U Gecen? BaxHefmmi noxuTHueckui BHBOJ, COCTOMT B TOM, UTO HOAIe
HAapOJOM MOIATHKM NapTi Hapacraer. JiofH OpAMO CCBOPAT O TOM, U
HeNb3A OCTAHOBUTHCH HA HOJIYTH, HYRHO cMmellee UATH Bneper. Eciu
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POPRAYEB. B LK HICC c nucbmom oGparwnes T.lymeHko. OH mpocuT
nepeBecTH ero Ha MEeHCUN, YBASHBAA CBOK OpPOCLOY ¢ Tparemueit "Haxu-
moBa". OH riyfoKO NepexuBaeéT ciayuupmeecd. U, oymaw, Oyler npa-
BUIbHO, €CIM MH €ro npochly YIOBJIETEODMM.

YIEHH MOJUTHEOPO. Cornachu.
I'OPEAYEB. fl mompocun Bukropa MuxainoBuua pacckasaTb O TOM,

YTO 38 JIOAM Y HAC OTOHBANT HaKasaHue 3a MPeCTYIUIEHNA, KOTOpHe
3anaiHaf Mponaraija KBaJlufULMpYeT KaK NOJUTHUECKME.

UEBEPHKOB. CornacHo HameMy 3aKOHOJATENLCTBY BTH IPECTYILUIEHUS
SIBANTCA 0CO00 ONAcCHEMM ['OCYyJAPCTBEHHHMM MpecTyIuieHuaMu. Bcero
32 COBEpleHMEe YKA3aHHHX NPEeCTYTIIEeHW NMpPHUBJASUEHH K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
W OTCHBaRT ceiiuac Hakasanne 240 uenobek. OTo JaMHA, OCYKIEHHHE 32
WNMOHaXK, NEPexop Ir'ocyiapCTBEHHON I'pPaHulH, PacHpocTpaHeHue Bpamiel-
HHX JIIICTOBOK, BaJIOTHHE MaXWMHAUMM M T.O. MHOrMe M3 BTUX JHL 3aABMIH
O CBOEM OTKase OT NpoJONKeHWA BpaxfeOHO{t HmeATenbHocTH. CBou 3afB-
JEHUA OHW CBA3HBAWT C IOMUTHYUECKMMH WIMEHEHWAMM [OCNe ANpenabCKoro
[Inenyma LK KICC u XXVl cpesga maprum.

[lpepcraBnfercd, uTO MOXHO Owio OH BHauale OOHY TPEThb, & 3aTeM
¥ NMOJIOBMHY 3THUX JHI M3 BaKJNUEHHMA 0CBOGOIMThL. B BTOoM ciayuae oTGu-
BaTh HaKa3aHWe OCTAaiMCh OW JNHMb TE JKNA, KOTOPHE NPOJONRANT OCTA-
BaTbCA HA BPaxAeOHEX HameMmy IOCYIAPCTBY MO3UUMAX.

['OPRAYEB. [lpemcraBnsercaA, UTO-9TO0 NPELIOKEHME MORHO GOHUIO OH
noglepraTh,

| YEEPHHOB. Mu chenaem aTo pasymHo. [iA Toro, uToOH GuTb yBe-
| PpEeHHEMH, UTO YKasaHHHE Jiuna He GYIyT NpOJOARaTb SaHNMATHCH BpAK-
IeOHO# OeATeJbHOCTbK, 32 HMMM OYEEeT YCTAHOBJEHO HaGapIeHUe.

IEPBILKVA. Yem oGpAcHAeTCHA, UTO K YTOJOBHOK OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
3a coBepmeHMe 0C000 OMACHHX I'OCYIAPCTBEHHHX NpecTYIUIEHWit Mpusae-
KaeTCs CPaBHUTEJIbHO HEeMHOr'O .JUI, MepecTpoitkoi?

YEBPHKOB. 3r0 oGnAcHAeTCA TEeM ynopoM, KoTopuli opraxm KI'B ge-
JanT Ha NpoBefeHue npodunakTHUeckojt padoTH. MHOTWe JMna BHABAANTCA,
ecJM MOEHO TaK CKal3aThb, Ha IIOAXOHAEe K TOH I'paHM, 34 KOTOPO# ciaedyer
YI'OJIOBHO Hakasyemoe gedHue. [inA Bo3fefCTBUA HA& HUX MCMONbL3YOTCA
| Kak BO3MoxHOCTH opraHoB HI'B, mak u ofmecrBeHHOCTH.
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] I'POMEKO. Hanue npecTynseHHA ABIANTCA CAMEMM ONACHEMU W
KaxKoe HakasaHWe Ba HUX HasHauaeTcH?

YEEPUHOB. llnnonax. Mepa Haxasanua sa Hero - paccTpen wim
I5 ner nvmeHUA cBOGOIH.

Ja mwnvoxa paccrpensd [lonumyx. Buepa npusemeH B WcnodHeHue
NpUroBop B OTHOmEHMM TosKauepa.

[OPEAYEB. AmepniaHckas paspefika WELp0 pacIUIAuMBANACL C HUM.
Y Hero oCHapy®eHO 2 MWIIKOHa pyGnef.

UYEEPHHOB. 9ToT areHT BrOan NPOTHBHMKY OUEHb BAFHHE BOEHHO-
TEXHIUECKHE CEeKpETH.

['OPBAYEB. [laBajiTe ycnoBuMca O TOM, UTO COOGPAREHNA, BHCKA-
3aHHHe TOB.YeCpuKoBuM, B NpuHiwine ofgodpsed. [lycres KI'B BHocur npen-
JOREHUA B yCTAHOBJCHHOM MOpAnNKe. B

g T

YJIEHH [IOJMTHOPO. Corsiachu.
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MEETING OF POLITBURO OF CPSU
25 September 1986

Chair: Com. GORBACHEV. M.S.

Present: Comrades Aliev, G.A., Vorotnikov V.I., Gromyko A.A., Zaikov L.N., Kunaev
D.A., Ligachev Y.K., Chebrikov V.M., Scherbitsky V.V., Dolgikh V.I., Yeltsin B. N.,
Soloviev Y. F., Talyzin N.V., Biryukov A. P., Dobrynin A.F., Zimyanin M.V., Razymovsky
G.P., Yakovlev A.N., Kapitonov I.V.

About the Results of cde. M.S. Gorbachev's trip to Krasnodar and Stavropol Provinces.

GORBACHEV: The trip to Krasnodar and Stavropol provinces [went] beyond the
prepared framework. The intention was as follows: in the Krasnodar province to find
out how the agro-industrial complex is working in the new conditions, and in the
Stavropol province to [assess] how agricultural enterprises were implementing the
switch to economic self-sustainability in practice. However, the conversations with
working people, the issues they raised during those conversations, forced us to go
beyond those topics. People were saying that they support the policy of perestroika,
that correct decisions had been made, but that they don't always reach down to
them.

We were impressed by the growing engagement of the people, their desire to speak
out and take clearly defined positions on all issues of the life of the party and the
country. They were saying that we must overcome industry-specific approaches and
parochial interests. Finally, in the meetings and conversations they raised issues of
organization of party work in contemporary conditions. How party committees
function also affects the progress of perestroika.

What political conclusions can be drawn from these meetings and conversations? The
most important political conclusion is that support for the party's policy among the
people is growing stronger. People say openly that we cannot stop in the middle of
the road, we must go boldly forward.

GORBACHEV: Cde. Guzhenko addressed a letter to the CC CPSU. He is asking to be
allowed to retire and connects his request with the tragedy of "Nakhimov." He is
suffering deeply over what happened. | think it would be the right [decision] to satisfy
his request.

POLITBURO MEMBERS: We agree.

GORBACHEV: | asked Victor Mikhailovich [Chebrikov] to tell us what kinds of people
are serving their sentence for crimes, which western propaganda calls political.

CHEBRIKOV: According to our laws these crimes are especially dangerous state
crimes. A total of 240 people have been brought to bear responsibility and are
serving sentences for committing the aforementioned crimes. These individuals are
convicted of espionage, violating state borders, circulating hostile leaflets, hard
currency counterfeiting, etc. Many of these individuals made statements about their



refusal to continue their hostile activity. They connect their statements with the
political changes following the April Plenum of the CC CPSU and the XXVII Party
Conference [on 25 February-6 March 1986].

It seems that we could, for a start, free one-third from prison and later one-half of
these individuals. In this case, only those persons who maintain hostile positions
towards our state would continue to serve their sentences.

GORBACHEYV: It seems that one could support such a proposal.

CHEBRIKOV: We will do this rationally. In order to assure that the aforementioned
individuals cease their hostile activity, they will be watched.

SCHERBITSKY: How does one explain that relatively few individuals have borne
criminal responsibility for committing especially dangerous state crimes? Perestroika?

CHEBRIKOV: It can be explained by the preventative measures taken by organs of
the KGB. Many individuals are noticed, so to speak, as they approach that line
beyond which lies criminally punishable activity. The organs of the KGB and society
are used in order to influence. them.

GROMYKO: Which crimes are the most dangerous and what kind of punishment is
meted out with them?

CHEBRIKOV: Espionage. Punishment is either execution or 15 years in prison.

Polishchuk has been shot for espionage. Yesterday Tolkachev's sentence was
implemented.

GORBACHEV: American intelligence was very generous with him. They found 2
million rubles on him.

CHEBRIKOV: This agent gave very important military-technical secrets to the enemy.

GORBACHEV: Let's come to an understanding that we agree with Comrade
Chebrikov's ideas. Let the KGB draw up proposals in the established manner.

MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO: We agree.

[handwritten signature] A. Lukianov



