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Summary:

In this extraordinary conversation, Solidarity’s leader fears the collapse of the Wall
would distract West Germany’s attention - and money - to the GDR, at the time when
Poland, the trail-blazer to the post-communist era in Eastern Europe, desperately
needed both. "Events are moving too fast," Walesa said, and only hours later, the Wall
fell, and Kohl had to cut his Poland visit short to scramble back to Berlin, thus proving
Walesa’s fear correct.
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