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Summary:

State Department talking points for analyzing the issue of a potential Indian Nuclear
Test. These talking points review the state of play after Ambassador Wisner’s demarche
to the Indian Foreign Ministry. Recognizing Prime Minister Rao’s cautiousness, US
government officials did not believe that he had made a decision to test, but they were
aware that he was under great pressure to do so. Therefore, the U.S. government was
working with allies, encouraging them “to urge India not to test.”   Parallel discussions
were taking place with the Pakistanis over the production of enriched uranium over
above the 3 to five 5 percent level that could be used to fuel nuclear reactors. The
Pakistanis were denying that they were producing highly enriched uranium but
intelligence reports suggested that they were contemplating such action or had already
begun the process.
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