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Summary:

Letter from South African Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha to South African Member of
Parliament J.W.K. Wiley on relations with the United States. He notes that there has been
a considerable change in policy since the Reagan administration took over from Carter,
summarizing that "the Americans are not at present trying to make trouble for us,"
although that may change if progress is not made on South West Africa, i.e. Namibia.
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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAIL

Dear John

Thank you very much for the courtesy of passing your
proposed questions to me for reaction before you submit
them.

I am of course very well aware that you have always
taken a strong stand against interference by the
Americans in our domestic affairs. They have often
been an embarrassment to us, especially during the
previous Carter administration. I must say, however,
that there has been a considerable change in approach
since President Reagan took over,

made an effort to be more restrained in their public
spatements on South Africa, and seem willing to remove
Minor irritants ang to improve relations. 1In short, our
éxperience is that the Americans are not at present trying

i to make trouble for us. we realize, of course, that if

‘ there is no Progress on South West Africa this may change.
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