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3ADW~b EECEJlb! 

c ceKDeTapeu Har.uwHam;Horo py~wno~cTna OPO 
MV.HV.CTpOM npoMLimJieHHOCTl-1 opHCCTO rEBAPA CEPHA 

25 rpenpaJIH 1963 ro;n;a 

Sece~onb..n cero.zuin c ronapa Ha nrme~e 1> IIocoJTI>CTnc no_ cwp.raJO 

L;-5-m': ro~OBII\1-'Jlhi ConeTcKoti apt.nn1:. 

reBapa CI\a3aJI, 'ITO OH Up:mneJI. B ITOCO.:rbCTBO, HCCtlOTp;~ Ha ~0 :rTO 

CMJ nplliiiJIOC:b I10l\11HJTI:> 3aCe~8JU1C B XycemraHe, tiTOc5H Bhlpa~H1T:& CBO!D 

m·It.rHy.iD npl13HaTen:E>uocT:o 33. peti:n uapmana r.iammoncrcoro ~1 nod.rraro~u

PHT:& COBCTCK08 pyKOBO.I(CTBO 3a .I(e~1CTBJtUI, lWTOJhlO CTIOC0<5C1'::JO:Oa.'Il! 

1.3QCCTaliOBJieHl1!0 npe:'TI-UlX C8p.i'(8l.IIIblX OTHOlli8IB1~1 MC:?Jtf Hatm. 

HM8H B B'lt1;Izy 9 \ITO renapa HaxO~VlJICH liOCl\OJI:O:W I!C~CJfb ~:Ic:. fa:Ba-

::r::: ero, D03H8.ltQi.HiJICfl ID! OH C TIOCJI81UI:i!tm 

':- . . ·,-:r . ,-·---· '-·-··-· 

~-H-IeHI-110 renapbi t fU1Cbt.1a H. c. XpymELBS. HEli.HmCH npxuepo:J MY .J.pOCTY. 11 

XJia.IUIOKpOBRH B OTHOill8H'fliHX C ;n;pyii\eCKillJH CTpc.Ha~.m. Hei-.-!Opaii.TIJM ::·:e, 

3U.RBHJI renapa, Mbi paCCMa1'pl1Ba8M Ka!C ;ZJ;OC8Jl.II08 tiaCTEOe RBJTCH:Ji8, :Bhl-

3BatiH08 I~!ID~ neo<5'1eKTffi3HO!-\ rmcpopMarU-'lei-t, r-nm pa3,npa:r:emme.1. O:zum:w, 

l10CKOJThlcy riOCJIC ueuopru-UzyMa 6biJUi ITOJIY'I8H1:l miCbl,la H.C.XpymeBa, l<0-

?01J~·~8 OTJIHtra.IOTCfL no 'IYDCTBaM It~ TOHy OT 8TOro .I\0I·:JUCHT8., 1'0 OII EC 

HaHeC Hall TpaBMbl, HG 3~8JI Hai!liDC HaUHOHaJibHHX tiyBCTE. Hac TOJiblW 

Y1UITnmo, 'liTO OH OHJI H3.npa:BJICII B UOl.leHT, KOr,I\D. B HC!d :-;:c-: <5::L'IS y-::::o 

EC :J<5xox;mJOC'l'lile 

3aTOM renap3. CI\8.33..1 7 4'1.'0 l!;ZJ;Ofi I10C3JJ,;·:H D Cr,Cp TI DpGJl)IO~:o::II-G.I;; 

H~C.Xpyrr~eBHr.t cpoY. 2a:-:crJm. <Dm~enH KacTpo .. Cr1 pucctm'l"b!Eilol' cEa•ra.Tra 

2. I;OTOtl l10IipiiCYTCT'20JHlT:D 

CTomn~e. Oa .UJ.::cc c npallEJ

py.:conon;cTB3 OPO, <5u:i3cUOi' 
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.TI~ B COB8TCICOi1 npaKT111W BHCTJfijiCIBHI C Tp~~dynu M3.R30JIOH ~~ <.lO:?JiO 

JIH npOCI1T:O COBCTCIU!X TOBllpH~e!i pn.3pGillH'l':O BblCT,y-lll!TL BO BpCHff ~e

MOHCTpai.UUi• 

Ha MOf.1 BOITpOC, He coc5npaeTCff Jill OH TIOC:X:fl'l'b BHCCTC C r)!:JXe:Ictl 

:3 CoBeTCIOlil CmJ3, I'e:napa OTJJYTHJicn, crw3a.n, tiTO 3TO BPH~ Jin 6yii.cT 

TIOJIC:31IO, TIOCKOJI:OI~Y ero C'lli1TaiDT nr!U{IUIM yTeHKOHn ~! n33.~Hpo:.! 
11
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. . 
O·rneTHJI Im 3TO, ~no, ItaCKOJI:OEO II 3WllD, ~c.rro odcTOHT IWJ\ pa3 

!1a000pOT, tl1'0 y HaC cro [\CHHT lll.!8HHO 30. ti8CTHOCT:& H OTI<J)OBCHHOC"'J~ 

33. Tnep.I{ccor:o n s~nTe en oro: y6ej;nenntl:, ecm1 mm .ZI:n.r.:e mror.zta 6una

J:OT OillHdOtimiYH, 33. MyEeCTBO JU8T:O Dpt13H8J33.Tb CBOH OWHc5J-<H. 3a.JU1pHC

'rOCT:& ze He paccuaTpHnaeTCH y rrac I\aK nopor:. 

P3.CCJC3.33..:I renapJ. 0 HOOll H8.ZI:aBH8lA pa3ronope c ?. KacTpO, D !{0-· 

TOpOM TIOCJI8.IUHL1, l'OBOpfl 0 '48CTHOCTH rena pH, samHJJI, liTO C'l'OHT 

TOILoKO rc:Bape Oe5IW.py::mT:O 13 0):\HH npel\p3.CH!:Ilf .ZI:CHb, I.!T 0 OH llOITYCT l~JI 

lC3.ICOi1-T 0 HC 1ICC'l'IIblti HOC 'l',YTIOl\ B O'l'IiOill8lnHl pCBOJI:OI.Um, OR cede fZ'fC'l' !~1' 

ny Jil'J B no6. 

B OTBeT renapet HCKperrHe paccMeHJICR, a no'l'o~: cr:asa.rr, 1r?o ~'oc~r-

llOCOjf CCCP B PECfiYEJ1W{:~ fC:fflA i _c 
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[Stamp]: Declassified  
  
from the diary   
of A. I. Alekseyev   
  
Secret Copy No 2  
5 April 1963  
No 122  
  
  
RECORD OF A CONVERSATION  
with the Secretary of the National Leadership of ORO, Minister of Industry Ernesto
GUEVARA SERNA  
  
25 February 1963  
  
I talked today with Guevara at a reception in the Embassy on the occasion of the 45th
Anniversary of the Soviet Army.  
  
Guevara said that he came to the Embassy in spite of the fact that he had to leave a
meeting in Juseplan in order to express his personal gratitude for the speech of
Marshal Malinovskiy and thank the Soviet leadership for the actions which have
contributed to the restoration of the previously warm relations between us.  
  
Keeping in mind that Guevara was outside Havana for several weeks, I asked him
whether he was familiar with the latest letters of N. S. Khrushchev.  
  
Guevara replied that he had read all these letters as well as a memorandum about
Soviet-Cuban trade negotiations. In Guevara’s opinion, the letters of N. S. Khrushchev
are an example of wisdom and composure in relations with friendly countries. The
memorandum, Guevara stated, we consider as a unfortunate private occurrence
[dosadnoye chastnoye yavleniye] provoked either by biased information or irritation.
However, inasmuch as after the memorandum letters of N. S. Khrushchev were
received which differed in their feelings and tone from this document then it did not
give us a shock, and did not offend our national feelings. We were only surprised that
it was sent at a moment when there was already no need.  
  
Then Guevara said that the idea of a trip to the USSR at the time proposed by N. S.
Khrushchev excited Fidel Castro. He intends to vacation at first with N. S. Khrushchev
and A. I. Mikoyan and then attend the May Day demonstration in the Soviet capital.
He even asked at the last meeting of the National Leadership of the ORO whether it
was Soviet practice to speak from the tribune of the [Lenin] Mausoleum and whether
he could ask the Soviet comrades for permission to speak during the demonstration.  
  
In reply to my question as to whether he intends to go with Fidel Castro to the Soviet
Union, Guevara joked, saying that it would hardly be useful inasmuch as they
consider him an “ugly duckling” and a “roughneck.”  
  
I replied that, insofar as I know, the matter is just the opposite, that he is genuinely
valued for his honesty and openness, and his firmness in the defense of his
convictions, and even if they are sometimes mistaken, for courage in recognizing his
own mistakes. Pugnacity is not seen among us as a vice.  
  
Guevara talked about my recent discussion with R. Castro in which the latter, talking



about Guevara’s honesty, said that all it would take is for Guevara to notice one fine
day that he had committed some dishonorable act in regard to the revolution he
would put a bullet in his own forehead.  
  
In reply Guevara genuinely burst out laughing and then said that the state
[Translator’s note: The Russian text ends here, a few lines above the signature.]  
  
  
The Ambassador of the USSR to the Republic of Cuba  
[signature]  
A. ALEKSEYEV  
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