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MEMORANDUM MJ:MORANDUM INTERIEUR 

U 'l'hant 
Secretary-General y��� DATE 9 November 1967 

R�I'I<R�NC£ -------

1\_·� 
A.E. Nesterenko, Under-Secretary � � 
Department of Political and Security Council Affairs 

I am tran&mitting for your attention a note relating to the 

reaction of a number of delegationE on the Statement of the 

Secretary-General on 7 November 1967 in reply to the inquiry made 

by the representatives of Poland and Hungary at the l516th meeting 

of the First Committee concerning the United Nations Command in 

Korea • 
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Note .. :or the Secretary-General 

In connexion with the statement of the Secretary-General of 

7 November 1967, in reply to the inquiry made by the representatives 

of Poland and Hungary at the 1516th meeting or the First Committee 

concerning the United Nations command in Korea, a number of delegations 

commented on this subject. 

The representative of Hungary speaking at the 1522nd and 1523rd 

meetings of the First Committee expressed thanks to the Secretary

General for his statement and said that the information contained in 

this statement was very revealing. It clearly indicated that the 

United Nations had no direct action over the so-called U.N. forces in 

Korea, that the reports carne in very infrequently 1 and the last ones 

were dated 195.31 14 years ago. 

He stated, among other things: 11The information given by the 

Secretary-General informs us that after 195.3 a gradual withdrawal of 

troops took place. We have no detailed information, of course, and it 

seei!IS that the Secretary-General has no adequate information either, 8!1 

to the extent to which those iorces have been withdrawn or which force�> 

have been withdrawn and there id no indication as to the need for 

maintaining certain parts of the forces in that country. 11 

The representative of Hungary pointed out that in the light of 

information received from the Secretary-General and the statement made 

by the U.S. representative his delegation came to the following 

conclusions: 

11The foreign troops in South Korea are only from the United States; 

other countries have only liaison officers, which means one or two men 

altogether. After more than 10 years, for the first time now, the 

United Nations has received official information from the United States 

on the size of its forces in South Korea. Until now this information has 

apparently been withheld, even from the Secretary-General, dince it is 

not contained in the information we received. 11 

Further 1 11 • • • •  the so-called United Nations troops never received 

any directive:� from the United Nations but only t'rom the United States 

and so they were only carrying out the policy of the United States 

Government aimed at occupation of foreign t.erritories.11 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



• 

- 2 -

"No information whatsoever has been forthcoming on the activities 

of the so-called United Nations forces since the Annistice agreement 

was concluded. Thus the Coamancter is only responeible to the United 

States Government and not to the United Natione. n 

In addition, 11• • • • in the information given by the Secretary

General we have seen the very careful wording on the use of the flag of 

the United Nations which was pennitted to the armed forces in the course 

of the operations. There is no provision whatsoever for such use of 

the flag of the United Nations after the Armistice. Thus my delegation 

thinks that after the Armistice was concluded in Korea, the United 

States army had no right whatsoever to use the United Nations flag." 

The representative of Hungary protested against the use of the 

United Nations flag by the United States armed forces in South Korea 

and requested the Secretary�eneral to make this view of the Hungarian 

delegation known to the United States Government. 

The representative of Cambodia speaking at the 1522nd meeting of 

the First Coumittee pointed out: 11the statement of the Secretary

General, read at the beginning of this meeting by the Under-Secretary, 

confi� once again that the United Nat�ons has no authority over this 

c0llll18lld of the so-called I United Nations Forces I •11 

Speaking on charges of a number of delegations that the United 

Nations command had failed to keep the United Nations informed of its 

activities in Korea, the representative of the United States stated at 

the 1523rd meeting of the First Committee that these charges could best 

be answered by referring to the statement made on behalf of the 

Secretary�eneral on 7 November 1967. 

The representative of Ghana addressing the 1523rd meeting of the 

Committee said that his delegation had been very interested in having 

answers to questions raised by the delegations of Poland and Hungary 

at the 1516th meeting of the Committee and was disappointed at the long 

delay in providing them. He said J.urther on that a preliminary stu:iy 

of the answers given in the statement of the Secretary�eneral could 

only leave members of the Committee with a feeling of disappointment 

at their limited scope. He concluded his conment with a remark that in 

the absence of fully documented and continuous answers to those questions 

his delegation could not but have some reservations about the effective 
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United Nations control of the forces in Korea. 

'f:ithout making any special reference to the statement of the 

Secretnry-<:eneral the representative of Liberia spoke on the subject 

and pointed out that after twenty-two years of maturity the United 

Nations should have effective control over any forces operating under 

its flag. "Therefore we feel that the proper thing to do is to have an 

up-to-date report on the activities of the forces in Korea and to take 

the matter to the Security Council for study and perhaps to take more 

effective action in the matter." 
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