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Appendix B

Narrvative Account of Representative Incidents Caused by North Korea
i within or South of the Southern Portion of the Demilitarized Zone
[ | durinz 1968 (prior to September 1)

1. An hour before midnight on 1l April,l/ six relief guards of the United Nations
Command drove in a Command truck toward Panmun jom to rerform routine security
) duties in the Military Armistice Commission Headquarters Area.2 In accordance
with long established Practice, the truck had its lights on and flew & white
identification flag., At a point 1,000 metres south of the Military Demarcation
Line, North Koreans lying in ambush threw grenades at the truck - destroying its
headlights and tires and causing it to stop - and then advanced from their ambush,
Tiring automatic weepons. Two soldiers in the front seat of the truck were killed,
and one was seriously wounded. The attackers then went to the rear of the truck
and sprayed the inside with bullets, killing two more soldiers and wounding another.
After the North Koreans fled, blood-hounds tracked them to a point at the Military
Demarcation Iine where they re-entered North Korea. \hen the United Nations
Command called for a joint investigation of the incident, the North Koreans refused
to participate.
On 17 April, at 0915 hours, an unknown number of North Koreans, concealed in

o)
(=]

camouflaged trenches approximately 100 metres north of the Military Demarcation
Tine, fired automatic weapons acress the Iine at eleven United Nations Command
soldiers performing routine patrol duties in the southern rortion of the
Demilitarized Zone.j The patrol returned the fire, but was pinned down by
intermittent fire from the North Korean ambush position. Eight members of the
patrol, including three wounded, finelly escaped to safety. The other three were

never found. It is believed they were wounded or killed and their bodies dragged

north across the Military Demarcation Line by North Koreans during the night.
3. On 20 April, at 0745 hours, a United Nations Command patrol discovered a bard
of North Korean infiltrators in the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone.

All tines given are local Kcrean time.

This was under the terms of the agreement reached between the United WNations
Command and the North Korean side at the 25th meeting of the Military
Armistice Commission, held on 19 October 1953,

The patrol was in accordance with the agreement reached between both sidesq
during the 3rd meeting of the Military Armistice Commission on 30 July 1953,

T

Bl
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The North Koreans, armed with automatic weapons and hand grenades (both banned

from the Zone by an agreement of 31 July 1953), started a fire fight in which X

the leader of the Patrol was wounded. As reinforcements came to aild the patrol, A

55 the Military Demarcation e
At 0945 hours, the X

North Koreans began firing machine-guns at them acro
Line into the sputhern Portion of the Demilitarized Zone.
North Koreans again fired automatic weapons across the Military Demarcetion Line,
this time at g nearby United Nations Command guard post. The United Nations

Command requested a Joint investigation of this incident and at 1400 hours hsd

its members of the Joint Observer Team at the United Nations Command guard post.

The North Koreans not only refused to Darticipate in this investigation, but
also, at 1420 hours, again fired machine-guns across the Military Demarcation Iine l’
et the guard post where the United Nations Command members of the Joint Observer
Team had gathered and were clearly displaying their yellow flags of identification.

The following day, at about 1600 hours, the North Koreans eagain fired across
the Military Demarcation Iine at a United Nations Command patrol, When two other
pPatrols came to its aid, an estimated fifty North Koreans continued to fire
automatic weapons across the Military Demarcation Line at the three Patrols for
approximately one and one half hours. When the firing ceased, one soldier from
the patrols had been killed and three wounded.
L, In the afternoon of 27 April, United Nations Command personnel rerforming
routine patrol duties aprproximately 1,000 metres south of the Military Demarcation
Line were ambushed by North Korean infiltrators using automatic Weapons and hand ‘I?
grenades. One soldier from the Patrol was killed and two were wounded .,
De On 31 May, at 2230 bours, two communicationsg rersomel of the United Nations
Command, while checking a telephone line two kilometres south of the southern
toundary of the Demilitarized Zone, were attacked by a group of North Koreans

using autometic weepons and hand grenades. During the ensuing fire fight, one of the

United Netions Command soldiers was killed, the other wounded.

6. On 8 June, at 1415 hours, while repairing a fence in the vicinity of a Unitea
Netions Command guard rost In the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone,
suddenly fired upon by North Koreans with

cation Line, Three of the

United Nations Command soldiers were

eutomatic wearons from north of the Military Demar

soldiers were wounded.
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Later that day, at 2235 hours, a band of approximetely ten North Koreans,

_ armed with automatic weapons and grenades, crossed the Militery Demarcation Iine.

| ATter penetrating approximately 100 metres into the southern portion of the
Demilitarized Zone, they made contact with and fired upon a defensive patrol of

the United Nations Command., They continued to fire for approximately one hour

before breaking contact and withdraving into the northern Fortion of the
Demilitarized Zone.
i On 17 June, at 0140 hours, at a defensive Tosition in the southern portion
of the Demilitarized Zone, United Nations Command soldiers sighted two North

[‘ . Korean intruders about 300 metres south of the Military Demarcation Line. A

patrol sent to search the area the next morning was attacked by & band of heavily

armed North Koreans. During the exchange of fire, one North Korean was killed;

the other intruders fled back to the north. As they retreated, two North Korean

guard posts fired across the Military Demarcation Line into the southern part

of the Demilitarized Zone. The body of the North Korean, together with an

automatic weapon, grenades, and a radio transmitter, was recovered by United Natione
Command personnel.

8. On 19 June, at 0105 hours, several North Koreans approached to within

ten metres of a United Nations Command guard position well south of the Military

Demarcation Line. During the firing that ensued, four North Koreans were killed

. and one escaped, The surviving intruder was encountered again at dawn. Although

ordered to surrender, he refused, commenced firing at United Netions Commend

soldiers, and was subsequently killed, Followlng this encounter, North Korean

automatic weapons, grenades, and a large quantity of ammunition, food and clothing

were recovered - the nature and amount of equipment indicating the North Korean

band had been prepared for an extended mission of reconnaissance ard destruction
within the Republic of Korea.

At another location on the same morning, at 0425 hours, two heavily armed

North Korean infiltrators were sighted by United Nations Command soldiers well

within the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone. During the ensuing firing,

one of the intruders was killed; the other fled back to North Korea. The large

amount of North Korean equipment recovered thereafter - ineluding automatic

TR
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Weapons, hand grenades, radios and cameras - indicated the North Koreans had been

dispatched to conduct extensive recomnaissance within the Republic of Korea.

2] Just after midnight on 22 June, three North Korean intruders were sighted

by United Nations Command soldiers in the southern part of the Demilitarized Zone,

During an exchange of fire with the North Koreans, who were carrying automatic
Wearons, one North Korean was lilled and one United Nations Command soldier was
wounded. The remaining two North Koreans fled north.,

Later the same day, at 0735 hours, seven more North Korean intruders were
encountered by United Nations Command soldiers conducting a routine patrol in
the southern porticn of the Demilitarized Zone. The North Koreans immediately
orpened fire on the pPatrol; a running fire fight continued for three hours as the
North Koreans attempted to withdraw toward North Korea. As the North Koreans
approached the Military Demarcation Line, they fired a red signal flare,
Imrediately a North Korean guard Post in the northern Portion of the Demilitarized
Zone opened fire with leavy calibre machine-guns at the United Wations Commard
patrol in the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone. During the encounter,
two members of the patrol were killed, and two were wounded; FTive North Koreans
were killed. North Korean autometic weapons, hand grenades, and e large quantity
of equipment and food was recovered, indicating the North Koreans were Prepared
for an extended mission into the Republic of Korea,
10. On 25 June, at 1015 hours, near the east coast of the Republic of Xorea,
approximately ten kilometres south of the Demilitarized Zone, three North Korean
infiltrators fired upon soldiers of the United Nations Command. All three of the
North Koreans were killed in the fire fight which ensued. Their equipment, which
included flotaetion devices, indicated they had infiltrated the Republie of Korea
by sea. Photographs develored from exposed film in their cameras, moreover,
showed this mission was one of reconnaissance of coastal installations of the
Republic of Korea.
11. On 8 July, at 0915 hours, in an area well south of the Demilitarized Zone,
three North Koreans armed with sub-machine-guns fired upon a United Nations

Command patrol. Eefore the North Koreans broke contact and withdrew toward North

Korea, two United Nations Commard soldiers were wounded. Early the next morning,

fisars
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two of the intruders were intercepted on the southern bank of the Imjin River -
in the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone - and were killed in the fire
fight which develored when they resisted capture. When United Nations Command
forces attempted to recover the bodies, a North Korean guard post located directly
across the river - in the North Korean portion of the Demilitarized Zonme - opened
fire on the United Nations Command forces with heavy machine-guns and 82 mm mortars.
A short time later, two more North Koreans were intercepted as they attempted to
return to North Korea. In the exchange of fire, one United Wations Command soldier
was wounded and both North Koreans were killed.

12. On 11 July, at 2350 hours, a United Nations Command patrol in the southern
rortion of the Demilitarized Zone sighted a small band of North Koreans armed
with sub-machine-guns and hand grenades attempting to infiltrate into the Republic

of Korea. During the ensuing fire fight, one member of the patrol was wounded

r

The other North Korean infiltrators flec

and one North Korean was killed.
The next afternoon North Korean infiltrators were again sighted
As the

northward.
south of the Military Demarcation Line, and two of them were killed.
remaining infiltrators fled north to the Military Demarcation Line, they were

supported by heavy machine-gun fire from a North Korean guard post in the northern

rortion of the Demilitarized Zone.
15. On 18 July, at 2345 hours, a United Nations Command Tosition on the southern
boundary of the Demilitarized Zone was attacked by a band of heavily armed North
Korean intruders, who had apparently crossed the Military Demarcetion Line and

passed through the sputhern portion of the Demilitarized Zone. One United Nations

Command soldier was seriocusly wounded before the North Koreans withdrew to the

north.

1k, On
south of the Military Demercation Line sighted a band of North Korean infiltrators
One officer of the patrol

20 July, at 0940 hours, & United Nations Command patrol on routine duty

heavily armed with automatic weapons and grenades.
was killed during the ensuing exchange of fire,
Later the same day, at 1645 hours, while conducting & routine patrol south

of the Military Demarcation Line, United Nations Command soldiers were ambushed

by a band of North Koreens armed with sub-machine-guns and hand grenades.

i
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One member of the patrol was killed before the North Koreans withdrew across
the Military Demarcation Iine to North Korea.
15. On 21 July, at 2535 hours, while performing routine patrol duty in the
southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone, United Nations Command soldiers
sighted a band of North Koreans armed with automatic weapons. During the firing
that followed, two members of the patrol were wounded. The defensive firing of
the patrol finally drove the infiltrators back across the Military Demarcation
Line. A sub-machine-gun and other equipment of North Korean origin were left
behind by the intruders.
16. On 23 July, 2t 0915 hours, a United Nations Commend patrol operating in
the southern half of the Demilitarized Zone, was ambushed by a band of North
Koreans armed with automatic weapons and hand grenades. Four soldiers in that
patrol were killed and two others were wounded before the intruders withdrew to
North Korea.
17. 0On 28 July, at 1910 hours, while patrolling in the southern half of the
Demilitarized Zone, a United Nations Command patrol was suddenly attacked at
close range by a bend of North Korean infiltrators armed with sub-machine-guns
and hend grenades. One member of that Patrol was wounded and captured by the
North Korean raiders, though he later escaped and returned to his comrades. A
second member of the patrol, however, is missing as a result of this action and
is believed to have been kidnepred and taken into North Korea.

Later the same day, at 2135 hours, two other United Nations Command soldiers
located near the southern boundary of the Demilitarized Zone, were attacked by
& band of North Koreans armed with automatic weapons and hand grenades. One
was killed and the other was wounded before the infiltrators withdrew to the north.
18. oOn 29 July 1968, two farmers working in their field on an island off the
south-west coest of the Republic of Korea were approached by two North Korean
agents armed with sub-machine-guns and hand grenades. When a third farmer
approached the group, the North Korean agents shot and killed him. In fleeing,
the agents commandeered a fishing boat with three civilians aboard and forced them
to go to a nearby island. The next day Republic of Korea security forces sighted
the North Korean agents; they were engaged in a fire fight in which they were

/o0
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killed and one Republic of Korea policeman was wounded. Republic of Korea forces
subsequently found in the area 995,000 Republic of Korea won (approximately
3,600 U.S. dollars), hand grenades, a compass and radio crystals of North Korean
origin.

19. On 30 July, at 0015 hours, North Korean infiltrators with hand grenades and
sub-machine-guns attacked soldiers of the United Nations Command located near

the southern boundary of the demilitarized zone. One of the soldiers was killed,
and three others were wounded. The North Korean infiltrators finally retreated
across the Milltary Demarcation Tine into North Korea, caerrylng what appeared to be
two dead bodies and two wounded.

. Later the same day, at 1055 hours, a team of three North Korean infiltrators,
heavily armed with automatic weapons and grenades, was detected in the southern
part of the Demilitarized Zone in the area adjacent to the Military Armistice
Commission Headgquarters Area. One North Korean was killed and one United Nations
Command scoldier was wounded in the exchange of fire. The remaining two agents
escaped north across the Military Demarcation Line.

S5till later the same day, at 1800 hours, United Nations Command soldiers in a
defensive position on the southern boundary of the Demilitarized Zone, sighted
and were fired upon by seven North Korean infiltrators armed with automatic
weepons and grenades. Three of the soldlers were wounded and one HNorth Korean
was killed in the exchange of fire.

. 20. On 31 July, at 0240 hours, & band of North Koreans armed with automatic
weapons and grenades was seen infiltrating into the Republic of Korea by United
Netions Command soldiers near the southern boundary of the Demilitarized Zone. In
the exchange of fire, three North Korean infiltrators were killed. Automatic
weapons, grenades, ammunition and other equipment of North Korean orlgin were
found with their bodies.

Later the same day, at 0950 hours, five United Natlons Command soldiers were
sent to investigate an unidentified individuel sighted in the southern half of the
Demilitarized Zone. They were suddenly attacked by an elght-man baend of North
Korean infiltrators ermed with sub-mechine-guns and hend grenades. One soldier

was killed ard two were wounded before the North Koreans were forced to retreat

T
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They were observed

the Military Demarcation Line into North Korea,
carrying one dead and one wounded.
at 1100 hours, a United Nations Command patrol on a

Again the same day,

routine operation in the southern rortion of the Demilitarized Zone was ambushed

by & band of North Korean infiltrators attacking with hand grenades. One rember

of the patrol was wounded before the North Korean infiltrators fled north.

2l. On 1 August, at 0255 hours, at a point south of the Military Demarcation Line,

& band of North Korean infiltrators suddenly attacked United Nations Command

soldiers in a defensive position, with hand grenades and sub-machine-guns. Three

of the soldiers were wounded. 0
At 2120 hours on the same day, North Korean infiltrators, using automatic

weapons and hand grenades, attacked a United Nations Command patrol in the southern

Portion of the Demilitarized Zone. One menmber of the patrol was killed, another

wounded. At dawn the next day, a North Korean body was found, together with

and other equipment which indicated that he was a member of a

team from North Korea.

22. 0On 3 August, at 1430 hours, a band of twenty heavily-armed North Korean
infiltrators attacked a routine United Nations Command patrol in the southern

rortion of the Demilitarized Zone. The North Koreans fired sub-machine-guns and

threw anti-tank grenades. North Koreans on the north side of the Military

Demarcation Line, moreaver, suprorted their agents by opening fire with heavy 0’\'
mechine-guns across the Mili tary Demarcation Iine. One member of the patrol was

killed and one wounded.

August, at 0145 hours, in the southern Portion of the Demilitarized Zone,

23, On L
an armed North Korean was sighted infiltrating into the Republic of Korea. More
North Koreans joined the infiltrate. and engaged United Netions Command soldiers in
Lght with grenades and automatic weapons. One North Korean was killed;
wearons and equipment of North Korean origin were found on the body .

At 0450 hours the same day, a United Nations Commend patrol in the gouthern
portion of the Demilitarized Zone encountere. a band of North Koreans heavily
armed with automatic weapons and grenades, Three members of the patrol were
wounded before the North Korean infiltrators were driven back across the Military

arcation Iine into North Kores.
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At 0955 hours the same day, three United Netions Command soldiers located in
the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone were suddenly attacked with
0 e suddenly attacked wit

automatic weapons and hand grenades by & band of North Korean infiltrator: One

R ST

of the soldiers, as well as one North Korean, was killed. Another engagerent with

T

2 North Korean infiltrators later in the dey resulted in the wounding of
two United Nations Command soldiers and the killing of three more NorthiKare ang

An inspection of the area later revealed a cache of equivment containing

o T e

sub-machine-guns, clips of ammunition, grenades, beyonets, knives and a mine

tor - all of North Korean origin - as well as crudely fabriceted insignia

=¥
m
ct
g
o

of military rank and unit resembling thoze used by United Nations Command soldiers.

In the evening of the same day, at 2155 hours, United Netions Command soldiers

[

in the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone encountered a band of North
Korean infiltrators heavily armed with autometic weapons end grenades., One of
the soldiers was wounded during an exchange of fire which continued for three hours.

2k. On 5 August, at 1L0O hours, a United Netions Command patrol opereting in the

24 .
concealed

southern porticn of the Demilitarized Zone was suddenly attac

automatic wearons.

positions by & North Korean force armed with hand grenades and

and two were wounded; one North Korean

Three members of the patrol were killed
e Military Demarcation

was killed. The remaining North Koreans were pursued to th

Line, where they returned to North Korea.

This incident occurred only 3,000 metres from the Military Armistice

. Cormission conference site at Panmunjom while a meeting of the Commission, called
gress. When the United

0

as in pr

Q

by the North Koreans for no apparent reason,
Netions Command Senior Member proposed an imrediate investigetion of the incident
by & Joint Observer Team, the North Koreans refused to participate.

25. On 7 August, at 2230 hours, at a point in the southern half of the
Demilitarized Zone, & band of North Korean infiltrators suddenly abttacked United
Nations Command soldiers in a defensive rosition with hand grenades and
sub-machine-gun fire. One of the soldiers was killed, and one was wounded.
o6, On 8 August, at 0240 hours, United Nations Command scldiers in the southern
part of the Demilitarized Zone, sighted & band of North Koreans armed with

autometic weepons and grenades infiltrating into the Republic of Korea. During

Ji



Original Scan

ilson Center Digital Archive

5/8839
English
Appendix B
Page 10

the ensuing exchange of fire, two North Korean infiltrators were killed. Automatic

weapons, grenades, ammunition and other equipment of North Korean origin were
found with the bodies.

27. On 13 August, at 0040 hours, United Netions Command soldiers in a defensive
pPosition well within the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone sighted

three armed North Korean intruders., They were engaged in a fire fight that lasted
approximately one half of an hour. All three North Koreans were killed. The

large amount of equipment of North Korean origin that was subsequently found
in the area - including radios and cameras - indicated the North Koreans had been
dispatched to conduct extensive reconnaissance within the Republic of Korea,

On the same morning at 0140 hours, a band of three more heavily armed North .
Koreans infiltrating into the Republic of Korea was sighted by a United Nations
Command position well within the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone. All
three North Koreans were killed in an exchange of fire. A large amount of
equipment of North Korean origin was later recovered from the ares, including
anti-tank mines, resdios and a camera with & telephoto lens.

Later the same day, at 2330 hours, an unknown number of North Koreans using
hand grenades suddenly attacked another United Nations Command defensive position
well within the southern porticn of the Demilitarized Zone.

28. On 1% August, at 0315 hours, a United Nations Command defensive position in

the southern portion of the Demilitarized Zone sighted a heavily armed North

Korean a few metres from their position. The North Korean infiltrator was killed ‘
in an exchange of fire.

Later that morning, at 0630 hours, a United Nations Command patrol in the
soutkern half of the Demilitarized Zone encountered a band of North Koreans,
heavily armed with automatic weapons and grensdes. During an exchange of fire,
one of the North Korean intruders was killed; the rest fled back across the
Military Demarceation Line.

29. On 18 August, at 1905 hours, a United Nations Command patrol encountered
eight North Korean infiltrators 300 metres south of the Military Demarcation Iine.
During the exchange of fire, two members of the patrol were killed by North

Korean automatic weapons fire,

/i
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30.

to land agents near the shore of Che ju-do.

On 20 August, at 2250 hours, a North Korean agent boat w

as sighted attempting

An exchange of small arms fire took
Place between the boat and United Nations Command forces on shore.,

When the hoat

started to flee the area, United Nations Command units taok pursuit. A running

gun battle ensued until the following morning at 0415 hours, when tle North K

orean

boat was disebled by naval gun fire. During this action, two North Koreans were

captured and twelve were killed. The boat was found to be armed with recoilless

rifles and numerous automatic Weapons .

31l. On 29 August, at 20l5 hours, at a point seventeen kilometres south of the

. Demilitarized Zone, a band of North Korean intruders was engaged in a fire fight

by & United Nations Command patrol. One North Korean was killed; the rest fled

Ue

An inspection of the area revealed an AK-U4T assault rifle, grenades, a radio,

morey and other miscellaneous equipment of North Korean origin.

2. On 31 August, at 0800 hours, & band of North Korean infiltrators armed with

automatic weapons and hand grenades was sighted by a United Nations Command patrol

located 500 metres south of the Military Demarcation Line. During the fire fight

thet followed, a North Korean guard post north of the Demarcation Line fired

automatic weapons across the Iine in support of the North Korean infiltrators. In

this encounter, cne member of the patrol was wounded and one North Korean

infiltrator wes killed.
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