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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

19 November 1989, Prague-Teleprint from the CC CPCz to the First Secretary of the
CC CPS [Communist Party of Slovakia] and the Head Secretaries of the Regional and
District Committees of the CPCz on the situation and roles of the Communist Party.

As you are already informed, at the end of the commemorative procession on the
participants 50 th anniversary of the 17 November in Prague there occurred an
anti-government demonstration by several participators. In view of the character of
the event, necessary measures were undertaken by the disciplinary forces. As a
result of the dissemination of incorrect information about the death of one of the
participants-the student Martin Šmíd-a hostile psychosis arose, especially among the
students and actors from the theaters in Prague and in some counties which
announced a week-long strike and want to misuse the theater buildings in order to
sway the residents with their opinions, which are in conflict with the interests of the
majority of the citizens and the state.1 

Their aim is to launch a general strike on 27 November in the CSSR. It is necessary to
assume that they will try to influence the cultural workplace and schools in the entire
republic. They even want to infiltrate the factories and the JZD 2 [Standard Farming
Cooperative] in order to gain support for their destabilizing plans from all strata of
society. 
Anti-socialist groups headed by the Charter [-77] are evidently behind this activity.
The plan of action is coordinated by the Western media. 

The Presidium of the CC CPCz dealt with these questions today, 19 November, in the
evening hours and adopted the necessary measures allowing [it] to confront these
plans. 

The Presidium calls on the regional and provincial committees to do everything
necessary to reject the enemy's efforts in the counties, districts, in the factories, in
the cooperatives, in the schools and in other workplaces, and to ensure that
uninterrupted work, peace and order be secured. 

It is desirable that the collectives publicly express their resolute position against
efforts to bring about a political coup in our country. 

Within the framework of the adopted measures it is necessary to secure the
readiness of the People's Militia to protect the workplaces from the efforts of the
enemy forces to penetrate into the workers' collectives. 

The Presidium has called on responsible workers to step up the offensive in their
ideological work in this connection, especially in the media, with the aim of politically
isolating the forces seeking an overthrow. Adopt the same measures in the counties
and districts.

With comradely regards,

General Secretary,
[Jakeš=s signature]


