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been expected, negative in character. The Demooratio People’s
Bepublic of Korea, where there is no scope for public discussion
on the queetion of unifioation, has repeated itse earlier etand
which was that the gqueetion of unifioation should be dieoueaed
only between the people of Scuth and North Korea without the
1ntervention of the United Nations and aubject to the withdrawal
of United Statee troops.

In the light of these positions adopted by both eirdee, 1t
sppeare to the Ccmmieeion that early prospects for unmification
are remote.

On the queetion of eecurity, efter a period of oomparative
lull a number of sigmifiocant inoidents took place beginming in
mid-September. Theee took the form of an increasing number of
attewpts on the part of the Democratic People's Republio of Korea
to infiltrate egents both through the Demilitarized Zone and in
ooastel aress, a shaXP 1noreaee in harassing fire, particularly
an the Han River eetuary and twc incidente involving the U.N.
Command guards 1n the Joint Security Area. TYhere were numbera of
oesusl tiee on both eidea arieing from these inoidente. There is
no remson to believe that the incidents represent any basio ohange
in the overell military eituatzon, but they have hed the effect
of meintaining temsion at a relatively high level.

As to other aspects of the si‘iuation i1n Korea, the planned
reduction of the United States militery forces here can be regarded
65 an important development. This reduction ana the application
of the "Nixon dootrine" have given ceuse to eome anxiety and have
resulted 1n a good deal of discuesion in the Republic of Korea.
However, the Government of the Republic is fully conecioua of the
United States camm:tments under the Mutual Defence Treaty. It as
eleo generally believed that by modernizing the Republio of Korea
armed forcee no power vacuus 1n the oountry is expected to take

lace.

On the domeetic politioal scene, campaigning for the forth-
oom:ng Fresidential end National Assembly elections (wuich will
probably take place in May and June 1971) nae elready beéen commenced
by the Government and opposition partiee, and 1t 18 likely that
a munber of eubstantial iesuee effecting the future of thie country
wvill be raleed, 1ncluding that of unifioation which we kave referred
to earlier. The Commission will, in accordance wath ita mandate
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and normsl practice, followv these developments closely and will
observe the oonduot of the elections throughout the country.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consi-
derstion.

Chazrman




