Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

October 26, 1973

Letter, Ahmet H. Ozbudun to Ismat Kittani,
"Contingencies on the Korean Question"

Citation:

"Letter, Ahmet H. Ozbudun to Ismat Kittani, "Contingencies on the Korean Question"",
October 26, 1973, Wilson Center Digital Archive, "International incidents and disputes -
Korea - correspondence general (603.1)," Executive Office of the Secretary-General,
S-0196-0009-04, United Nations Archives and Records Management Section (UN ARMS),

New York, NY. Obtained for NKIDP by Charles Kraus.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/117568

Summary:

Ahmet H. Ozbudun sends Ismat Kittani a letter containing "Contingencies on the Korean
Question."

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Kyungnam University
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive

Original Scan
e

CS/mmc £

26 October 1973

Dear Ahmet,

Thank you for your letter number 226 dated
18 October 1973. I have taken note of its contents.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Ismat T. Kittani
Executive Assisgtant to
the Secretary-General

Mr,., Ahmet N, Ozbudun
Principal Secretary
UNCURK

Seoul, Korea.
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Dear bMr. Kittani,

ite the return of Foreign Minister Kim Yong Shik from the UN,
neither confirmation nor alteration of ROK Policy has been mede known,
either officially or in round about manner. However, this in itself smacks
of purposeful secrecy and indicates that definitive lines have yet to be dr
in er visit to Peking.

York after the Kissi

Conjecture on the part of diplomats is available and may
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gency planning, which makes such conjecture more concret

le following points raised by some Korean experts and sources merit

aitention:

—= Such delay may ocut short the actual debate and in fac

1

lons &8 well as substantive deliberations on the "Foreign

aspect of the Korea question.

aforesaid two points and the Kissinger

consultations, at Peking
in

& further defermment of

Problem to the twenty-ninth A session.

=- JDlesldes these considerations the debate that may occour

on a preliminary basis, might f

e 8till very acrimonious and cap of further

boisoning the UNCA atmosphere. Issues may range between the matter o

of priority

of draft resolutions; the question as to whether two-thirds majority (or simple

s for the adoption of proposals; whether the Gene:

iajority) is requis

il ABSe;l

could determine the issue of the troops; whe

oI dual

1er the matter of ur
UN membership of North and South Korea would be taken up at once, etc.

r. Ilsmat Kittani

4xecuilve Assistant

to the Secretary-General
o

United Nautions

New York
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~— The question also arises whether in the absence of any decision on
substantive draft resolutions, the budgetary Fifth Committee might not
"jump the gun' and 'decide" the future of UNCUEK politically as far as the
matter of funding is concerned. @11 ciroles here are vehemently against
this conilngenci/.

—— dnother contingency that may also arise in the absence of & substan-
tive resolution (through (i) rejection of both or (ii) not-voting on either
draft) is that some Member States could propose, as an '"independent issuse'l,
the dissolution of UNCURK, as a "common poini in both draft resolutions'.
This is also vehementily objected to by some diplomats and officials here on
the grounds that this will totally "remove the fiction! that the political
Presence is most reluctaently given up as part and parcel of an overall political
aining, with certain guid pro quo reciprocation involwved. The ROK Govern-
indeed come under untenable internal pressure end attack if UNCUERK
. were given up this year as a separate entity, with no bargaining power saved

for next year, even at the face of 'professing! that "it is part of the deal
o

r next year,"

—— The foregoing aside, when it comes to deciding UNCURK's fete, a
powerful argument as could be used by its adversaries is that the Commission
kemikazied, through the recommendation for its own dissolution,

itse

the very prineciples of the UN on Korean unification.

leadership (ROK's or otherwise), develops between now and the
& to (i) attribute UNCURK's recommendetion to "undue modesty';

reject 1t on the grounds that a political vacuum in Korea, especially

er the recent lesson of the Middle Eastern War, could be suieidalj; (iii)

declare that, far from 'ereating favourable conditions'!'; ROK concessions to

the North have rendered the latter's overall stance "more recalcitrant! than
. before; (iv) consider that the Korean dialogue, (one mejor alleged alternative
to UN presence in Korea), has all but died; and (v) detemmine that inter—

national detente and rapprochement, which was assumed to be capable of embracir

a
the Peninsula and to be the only other alternative to a Korean settlement,

suffered a severe setback.

The foregoing represents some of the keenly felt misgivings

e of mind in which the ROK and its key

nowv

utterly frank eriticism of the fr

find themselves. They strongly argue that this is no time for change and that
the option of change will always be there and could be resoPted to next year.
In view of the "rigid" North Korean stance they believe that the vote for

another deferment is most definitely available.




Personally, I would have sug ested, if there is time and

to have another political presence to take over unless the very spirit
UNCUEK is revitalized. After all T
redundant i

EK has prematurely declared it

ma,

Y- thus find itself to have become &z political eunuch. TYet
is infinitely preferable to an implosive political vacuum.

lowever, in the absence of such revitalization, and conside

‘ate need o preclude a political vacuum at all cost, may I a
the institution

by the Secretary-General, (if by virtue of the
son d'@tre of Article 99 of the Lﬁarter), of a world renown specia
fis ; X o £ : 3 . 3 "
sentative (i) for the whole of Korea, or (ii) separately for both parts; or

for the part that is amenable to having such presence,

1ients of UNCURK should have no serious obj

2ction since what they

gainst the Commission is that it is the custodian of the UN

les on unification which would also bow out along with the dissolution

VCURK.

oreover, proponents of the idea of such political presence in the f m
. e P % : fia
& Speclal Representative(s), may find it easier (

T 18 believed) to

inostics and opponents alike regarding the tr
the creatlon of utter international political vecuum i
ne since 1947.

endous risk involve

Korea, for the

at persuasion may be fortified with the contention that

ecial Representative(s) could (i) play the role of con=
or mediator for the IECDMmEhCGmGnE, if not also progress, of the

Korean dialogue; (ii) maint
Secretary-Cenex

in a direct and continuous link be

\ S [ }

); (iii) oconstitute a most essen tial
iv

lliaison between United Nations Command; and L afford t
Secret most important political, military, economic

personal reg

ours sincerely,
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