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Summary:

Syngman Rhee writes to General James A. Van Fleet to express his dissatisfaction with
the United States' defense committment to South Korea and the rest of the free world.
After describing his own "plan for military action" on the Korean Peninsula, Rhee also
touches on South Korea's delicate relationship with Japan.
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My dear General Von ?iosbs ,
Since oux return wo have boon working hard to aobi létterc'

of thanka to our many friends and are still doing sc, -

The annowncenont made by U 8. radio thet America wiil with=

dray four div¥eions oub of six in Korea has disturted the Soresn
peopla vory muche : ‘ o R
Yo cowt on you, dear Qonaral, ‘Anbassalor Buliiﬁt and
Sonator Knowland ta continus to follow up work in Amorica 6o
that the proposal I made moy not ba misconstruods TR

Now I think I should vilte a statenont soying that § wnt

to tho U, 8. with a definite plen for militery action vhich
would work, I bellovs, succassfully in our offord to drive .
out the Comnmist Chinose foroos boyond the Yaln River withng
risking anothor world var, Vhen I suggested X hed such a
which I would reveal secrotly to anyone She Propider® mig ‘
appoint, no one scomed 4o take any interdst at all. On tha -
contrary I wos told that U.S1 would not think of renoving the

wr in any vay. T found that the U.8, would nok Flght Comamiza |

enyvhore in the world so X jold them thet I would nd reveal my
plen to enyome. : : TS

I bogin to regrob that I belioved the U.S, would nok .

hositate to go to any extent to deferd her douoaratie prinoi;i’laya ‘

and froodem of man, and now am getting disillusioneds I doome
hope in defending any of the co-called free nations. anyuhere in

the wide world and I foel that X should tell this vhole story.
to the Xorsan people and lebt thom deoide whabsver thoy wait €

dos It they doon 1 wiss to open negobiations with the Ocsmmists,

I i1l not interfore, tut let thea deoide thedr min fate, » S

think they will be unified insteed of waiding for Amsrics to dell
them out a8 wore the Ohinese, I think Americang will newer . .=

- loarn until the enendes bring tte vay into thelr own baskyand ‘E.

I hoard from our Minisbor i Tokyo that Agbassador Allicon
roturned from Washington snd told him thad Japag will rish make
the 85% property olaim again, - I do not kmow vhothor the hiph

lovel 1oadors hava agroed to tmupart owe pesition a cur relobions

ohip with Japau or node At least Ministor Alliscn told Hye Kism
that tho Japanese are wrong, I told Eim that if the Japsnazg
definitoly agree in uriting not to mentica thab propostercus.
olain a-nin, and also to say thoy will wlthdraw the Bubota
statoment, wo vill attond the Coanforence againe
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Whon Admiral Sokn camn to Los Angolss I outlined sqveral
points for his dealings with the U, 8+ negotiators and told
him to consult with you befure any noy move was made, Es
yeported ho went direotly to Few York tut you Ind gme to
Florida and hs was hoping you would returne

Wo aro getting four engineors and contractors ready to
losve in a few dsys for Now York. They vill go direoctly
to Dr. Ruck and ¥re Zeokendorf. SR

I do hopo Mrs. Van Flost 18 wvill, Xt vas so good t9. -
soo you all agaln. ‘o cortainly onjoyed mecting the family
and your many kindnessos to us are sc much appresiated,
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With good wishssa, |
Ourdially yourds

Gonoral Janes A, Yen Floot,
Route 1' Box m’
Auburndale
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