Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

October 16, 1949

From the Diary of N.V. Roshchin: Memorandum of
Conversation with Chairman Mao Zedong on 16
October 1949

Citation:

"From the Diary of N.V. Roshchin: Memorandum of Conversation with Chairman Mao
Zedong on 16 October 1949", October 16, 1949, Wilson Center Digital Archive, AVPRF, f.
0100, op. 42, por. 19, pap. 288, Il. 28-31. Translated for CWIHP by David Wolff.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/117863

Summary:

Soviet Ambassador to China Roshchin records his conversation with Chairman Mao
Zedong where he congratulates Mao on the successes of the People's Liberation Army.
Mao assures Roshchin that China will not take up diplomatic relations with Yugoslavia,
and that it will officially recognize the GDR once the Soviet Union does.
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¢ npedcedarenen Hapoaxo-npaBuTenbC TBEHHOIO KOMUTeTa
Huraa Mao lise-gyuou or 14 oxmidpa 1949 roga.

16 oxraodpa B 17.00 0o nexvHCKOMy BpeMeHM BO ABODIE
[MHYWA3HIAHD COCTOAJACh LIBPEMOHAA BpydeHuUA coBeTCKMM [lociiom
B Hurae H.B.PouuuuM BepuTenbHux rpamoT faoc Use-ayHy, HA
KOTOPOA C KuTARCKOA CTODOHU MPUMHAMANM ydaCTUe I'eHepalibHHI
ceKpeTapb NpaBATeNbCTBaA JMHb DO-i{3i0it, U.O0.HaUaIbHUKA I'eH-
mwrada redepad He HyH-WkOHY, MUHMCTD MHOCT PAHHHX [8J UX0y OHb—
nai, ynpab.iedama iy BaH Bun-naup 4 3aB.[IpoTOKONBHHM OTJeJIOM
My Adp bao-xan. C coperckoit cropoHu, kpome [locna, mpucyrcTBO-
Bajo 10 corpyuHuxos [locosbcr a ¥ annapara dal, BpydeHue bepu-
TEJAbHUX [PAMOT [POMCXOAMUNO B TODKSCTBEHHO OOGCTAHOBKE.

llocse oxoHUaHMA LBpPEMOHUM BPyUSHUA BEPUTEJIBHHX [PAMOT
Mao lse-gyn npursacun ilocna u MuHMCTpAa MHOCTPAHHHAX Hel
Yxoy CHb-JAA 448 6eceflu.

B xome Gecenu a0 [se-ayH BHpasui CBOe y[OBJIETEOpEHME
o ciayvaw GHCTpoOro npuesfa [locia us iockpd B [lexuH ¥ noxenas
CKOpeililero yCTaHOBAGHMA pEryJApHON aBuacBasu Mexiy [lexuHou

u ifockBOH.

ilao [[se-ayH BHpPA3Ua 4yBCTBO DJAyCOKO@ [PUSHATEIBHOCTH

TOB.CTANMHYy 4 [1DEJIOKMI TOCT 3a ero 3L0DOBbE.
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lanee klao BHDPA3USA CBOW O.al'0Jig DHOCTH COBETCKOMY [1paBU-
TeNbCTBY Sa npusuaHue Kuraitcxoi Haponnoit PecnyOnuku Ha 2-it
IeHb nocie ee CO3jaHMA u 3a OucTpyw npucuiaky llocna, BHpasus
yBEpPEeHHOCTh B TOM, UYTO BCE BOMDOCH, KOTODHE MOrYyT B JlaibHel-
iieM BOBHMAKHyTb Mewdy HKutaem u CCCP, Oynyr oGeuM#u fnpaBuTelb-
CTBaMi paspewlaTbCA B LyXe WUCKpeHHeil ApyxOH.,

HamouuuB [locay o cpoeil nocaenHsil BecTpeue ¢ HUM, HUMEB-
meit MecTo B 1940 r. B UyHuuHe, .lao oTMeTMn, UTO 3a HUCTEKLUE
4 roja B {uTae M BO BCS8M MUPS NPOUSOWJIA WUCTOPUUYECKUE WSMEHE-
HUA ¥ Jarepb JeMOKpaTUd HENpPEeDHBHO yKperuuiacd. [[ofeuna xurait-
CKOI'0O Hapoja — HOBH# BrIaiy B 4eno Mupa ¥ 0e30MaCHOCTH,H
He cJyvaitHo, 4To CoBerckdil Cowa ¥ CTpaHH HOBOl AeMOKpAaTU
TaK GHCTPO M SAMHOLYWHO NpusHaiu Hapouymn PecnyGauky Huras
1 ee NpaBUTSIbCTBO,

Jdaxe Wrocnasud, - npojosaxan ifao, - M Ta sagBWIa 0
ceoem npusnanuu HPH, xorg iy duras u He mocHian wWrocnabBcKOMY
NnpabBUTEJbCTBY HUKAKUX (POpMBIABHHX oCpameHut ¢ npocsloit o
npusHanuu, Harailcxoe npasqrenbecTBo, -~ 3agBui ifao, -

DellJi0 MPHODPUPOBATE pEUleHU8 KI'OCHABCKOI'O NpaBUTEJJbCTBA O
NpUSHAHUM A HS O8BAThb €My HUKAKOI'O OTBeTa.

lTocon cnpocun y ilao, MSBGCTHA a4 eMy odunuasbHag TOUKA
speHua MOCKBH [0 8TOMy Bonpocy, nepejaHsas yepes kY Huras,
Wlao jan yTBEepAMUTEJNbHHIl OTBET ¥ BHOBbL MOCHEWMN 38BEPUTH,
4T0 KUTANCKOE NDAaBUTEJNBCTBO He CyAeT [aBaTh Lroclapdd HMEAKOTO
orsBeTa U OyAeT MrHOPUPOBATH BCe [IOMMHTKMA OPOCJIABOB 38BA3aTh
oTHoueHusa ¢ Huraem. [locon samerusn, YTO ITOT BONPOC BCELEJNO

HaXOAMTCA B KOMIETEHUUM KUTAUCHKOr'O [PABUTS/ABCTBA.,

" R —
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Bcaen sa oTuM Jao, BEDHYEWMCh K BOMNPOCY O HOBHX [o6edax
narepd Mupa M AeMOKpaTuM, OCEAHOBWICA Ha coslaHud ['epMaHCKOil
JeMokpaTiaueckoil Pecny6auky, nojuepKkHys, UTO SHAUSHMUE BTOIO
COOGHTHMA BUAHO U3 TOI'G, UTO TOB.UTAJMH JUYHO OOpaATUJICA C
nocnanveM K npesuieHty Hosoit ['epMaHckoit PecnyGnuku. B ro
BpeMd, KOIHa ao roBOpWI, 4TO 4{Tal TEKCT JTOrO M0CJaHMA,
MOEHO OHJIO COBEpUSHHO ACHO [OHATb, UTO OH KpailHe [epPSKMUBAET,
uro {uTail 40 CUX MODp He MOoJydus MNOsApaBieHus OT ToB.CranuHa
no ciayuyaw cosgaHug Kuraitckoit Hapoanoit PecnyOauku. ilao B
pasIroBOpe HBCKOJbKO pas MoAuepkHysa, 4ro I'spMaHckaa /JeMoxpaTi-
yecKad pecnyOiuKa cosjasach HAa 1< nHe#t nosxe, ueM furaitckasd
HaponHaa pecnyGauka.

Janee ifa0 BHCKa3a)l HaMepeHue KUTANRCKOrO MpPaBUTEJbCTBA
npuséaTb 4P Toruac xe Bchael 3a npusHaHueM €8 COBETCKUM
Cow30M, ONHAKO MPOCHJ fepeaTh COBETCKOMY [paBUTE&IbCE BY,

UTO OH XOTeJ OH MOJyUATh COBET B BOMNpOCe O MpUsHAHUKM Kuraem
TP,

B saruwyenue OGecenn A nosapasui MAO ¢ saHATMeM Boilckamu
HOA KHaHToHa # nOIHAN TOCT 3a ero 8AOpoBbe, KaK sa npencena-
Teld BoeHHO-PeBOJIOUUOHHOIO KOMUTETA.

B oTEeTHOM TOCTe Mao Moxejal MHe yCOeXOB B paGoTe Ha
6Jaro yKpenjieHus JPyXOH HAUMX BEJMKUX HADOLOB U OT MUMEHM
KATQMCKOr0 NpaBATE/)IbCTBA 0Geija] OKa3HBATH MHE [TOJIHYK [10MOllb

M NOALEDEKY .
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Beceya ¢ ilao npoucxosuia B BeCbMa JADy#ECTBEHHOU o6cTa-
HOBKe., Ha Cecelle NpPACYTCTBOBAJN TaKKe MUHUCTD UHOCTDEHHHX
nen Yxoy OHb-znait, nepesofuuk Wu Wss u CoBerHux [locosbcTra

CJl.TuxBAHC KU,

MOCOJI_CCCP B Hi POLHOM -
- . PECIYRIUKE {iTAd 7 /

/(4. PoliyH)

UTn.0 BK3.Kie

1 T.BumuHCKOMY,A.H.,
® 2 T, POMHKO A4,

3 T.ﬂapBeHTbeBy A,HQ,
4 B 1280,

O9-0 B Hei0.
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From the Diary of N. V. ROSHCHIN
Top Secret, Copy 4, 1 December 1949, No.109

Memorandum of Conversation

with the chairman of the People’s government of China MAO ZEDONG [MAO
TSE-TUNG] on

16 October 1949

On 16 October at 1700 hours Beijing time in the palace hall Qingzhendian the
ceremony in which Ambassador to China N. V. Roshchin transmitted his credentials to
Mao Zedong took place. Present on the Chinese side were the General Secretary of
the Government Lin Boqu, Chief of Staff General Nie Rongzhen, Foreign Minister Zhou
Enlai, the Foreign Ministry Director Wang Bingnan and the Head of Foreign Ministry
Protocol Yan Baohang. On the Soviet side, aside from the ambassador, ten embassy
officials and the VAT. The transmittal took place in a solemn setting.

After the ceremony Mao Zedong invited the Ambassador and the foreign minister
Zhou Enlai for a talk.

During the talk Mao Zedong expressed his satisfaction on the swift arrival of the
Ambassador from Moscow and hopes for a quick establishment of regular air ties
between Beijing and Moscow.

Mao Zedong expressed a feeling of deep gratitude to Comrade Stalin and toasted his
health.

Then Mao expressed his gratitude to the Soviet government for recognizing the PRC
on the second day after its creation and for the swift arrival of the Ambassador,
expressing confidence that all questions that arise in the future between China and
the USSR will be decided by both governments in the spirit of sincere friendship.

Reminding the Ambassador of their last meeting in 1945 in Chongging, Mao noted
that in the four years since then historic changes took place in China and the whole
world and the camp of democracy grew steadily in strength. The victory of the
Chinese people is a new contribution to the goal of peace and security and it is not by
chance that the Soviet Union and new democratic countries recognized the PRC and
its government so quickly and unanimously.

Even Yugoslavia, continued Mao, announced its recognition, although the Chinese
Foreign Ministry did not send any formal requests for recognition. [underlined in
original from “although”—trans.] The Chinese government, said Mao, decided to
ignore the recognition decision of the Yugoslav government and not to reply.

The Ambassador asked Mao if he knew Moscow’s official point of view on this
question as passed to the Chinese Foreign Ministry. Mao said yes and again hurried to
assure that the Chinese government would not reply to Yugoslavia and would ignore
all attempts by the Yugoslavs to entrap [zaviazat’] China into relations. The
Ambassador noted that this question was within the competence of the Chinese
government.



After this Mao returned to the question of the new victories in the camp of peace and
democracy, pausing on the creation of the German Democratic Republic (GDR),
underlining that the importance of this event is clear from the fact that Com. Stalin
personally sent a message to the president of the GDR. The way that Mao spoke of
reading the text of this message, made it completely clear that he was extremely
upset that China still has not received congratulations from Com. Stalin on the
creation of the PRC. In the course of the conversation, Mao underlined several times
that the GDR was created 12 days later than the PRC.

Then Mao expressed the intention of the Chinese government to recognize the GDR
as soon as it is recognized by the Soviet Union. He asked, however, [for me] to tell
the Soviet government that he would like advice on the GDR’s recognition by the
PRC.

At the end of the conversation | congratulated Mao on the occupation by the People’s
Army of Canton [Guangzhou] and toasted his health as chairman of the Military
Revolutionary Committee.

In an answering toast Mao wished me success in my work for the strengthening of
friendship between our great peoples and in the name of the Chinese government
promised me full aid and support. The conversation with Mao took place in an entirely
friendly atmosphere. Zhou Enlai, the foreign minister, also was present, as were
translator Shi Zhe and Embassy Counselor S. L. Tikhvinskii.

USSR Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China N. Roshchin



