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Dear General Pidgway:

Ac you know, this Government has advocated and suoported
the principle of a free press and has consistently refvmined from
taking any action which could be construed as an effort to censor or
control the dissemination of news snd it will continue to do so.

However, in ti~e of war, 1t 418 most esaential that the
privileges offf/ree prees bte excrclsed with judgment and discretion,
There is no place for irresponaidle and biased reporting of controversial
matters in such a way that aid and comfort 1s given to the enemy by
oroviding hin with propagende which can be effectively used against us,

Edward Hewat, a correspondent for certain British newgpavers,
and vho 1s now stationed in Taegu, preparad and released a story on
the po-called "Shin-wun-myun Massscre”, using as a basis for his revort
the unsupported =8 ztatenents of an unidentified "volice captain®,

No mention wnu made of the available fact that Government ard Legis-
lative committees specially appointed to ascertain and report the true
facts were,at the time of his story, sngaged in preparing thelr orfficial
reports,

Kr.Hewat avvarently made no effort to ascertain all of the
availeble facts and redorted his findings in a manner calculated to
bring discredit upon the legitimate and unquestioned/l:::; of the National
Poltte and the ROX Amny to protect the eivilian population :}'Jc;z;aterrﬂla
ectivity wherever such activity exicts.

A conparison of Mr.Hewat's rsport with that of New York Tiaes
correspondent,lir.George Barrett, copias of esach of which are enclosed,
indicates that Mr,Hewst was violating the basic tenets of professional

4%%"?;3 was falling to obeserve the ethise s*f the profession by not
Presenting both sides of the matter with iupartiality,

Although t*!s Government csnnot agree with all of the material
renorted by Mr.Barrett, wa feel that his account indicates & legltimate
cffort to escertain the true facts and it points ou§ that the Governasnt

is takting the necessary steps to insure a complete investigation, %he

baslc difference between the two storiea lies in the fact thet Mr.Hewat
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(2)
condemns acts,which, after investigation may well prove to be entirely
legitimate, without 'offari_,ng sny opportunity for defense or even
suggesting the 00ssibility of extennating circumstances. Mr.Barrett,on
the other hand, makes it clear .that the Government is studying the
natter end that no accurate conclusions cen be resched until the
officigl report has been prepared sud congidered.

This Government will take whatever action is deemed
necessary after studying the officlal reports. The presumption of
innocence will prevail until the contrary is established, in accord-
ance with democeatie procedures. This Government will not be svayed by
the personal,unsupported,irresponsible juigment of an apparently biased
newspaper reporter, A copy of the joint revort of the Ministries of Home

NG a5 Lot S T T L e
and comfort to our com;on enemy. He has given the Cormrunistis & props-
genda wespon which can and will be exploited to0 the fulle“ with
great demage to our mutual cause. He has brought unwarranted disoredlt
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upon the Netional Police and the RXK Army whonwletllly it

O ALLED ¢RIV TO
A W perfornily their duty by protecting themselves,the civil population
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and theﬂfighting forces fro:h effectis of illegal gue.rilln activity.

In time of war such reporting by Mr.Hewat is tentsmount to treason.
Therefore, I, as President of the Rspudblic of Kores, request
you,in your capacity as Supreme Commander, to immediately remove Mr.

zdward Hewat from this country, to relieve him of his credentials 83 8
. disciplinary
”A corresvondent and to tske whatever othe action you mey deem expedient

in this matter.
- Yory eincerely,

& enclosuraes:

Copy 01 Hevets otory in "D ol

Copy ofBarrett's story in New York Times
Copy of Joint kinistry Report
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